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BY JENNIFER HLAD

Stars and Stripes

 The Marine Corps will open new 
combat jobs to women, allow women to 
volunteer for combat specialty training 
previously closed to them and create a 
co-ed experimental task force to evalu-
ate how female Marines perform as 
part of a ground combat unit, Marine 
officials said.

The task force will be made up of 

about 460 Marines, and roughly one 
quarter will be women, said Capt. 
Maureen Krebs, a Marine spokes-
woman. The task force will look like a 
small battalion landing team with at-
tachments such as artillery, tanks and 
amphibious assault vehicles — similar 
to the ground combat portion of a Ma-
rine Expeditionary Unit, but about 
half the size. 

SEE COMBAT ON PAGE 3

Marines to test female combat roles
Task force will evaluate performance in ground units

Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps

 The Marine Corps is putting together an experimental 
task force to assess female performance in  ground 
combat arms specialties .
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“We can track our cars 
and our kids’ cellphones, 

but there is no way of 
tracking planes as they
fly around the world.”

— Don Tomas, president and 
chief executive of Aeron, which 
is  developing a satellite-based 

 surveillance system, on the 
 disappearance of Malaysia

Airlines Flight 370 

See story on Page 11 
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Romanians take US-led NCO course

Stars and Stripes

RAF MILDENHALL, England 
— Officials at RAF Lakenheath 
are offering a reward for infor-
mation leading to the arrest and 
conviction of thieves who stole 
military gear, including helmets, 
vests and sleeping bags.

 A Thursday post on the base’s 
Facebook page stated that the 
Office of Special Investigations 
is seeking information about the 
theft of interceptor body armor 
kits, advanced combat helmets, 
modular sleeping systems and 
extreme cold weather boots from 

building 1068 on Lakenheath.
A sign on the building describes 

it as the 48th Logistics Readiness 
Squadron “Mobility Readiness 
Spares Packages.” 

A spokesman for Lakenheath 
wrote in an e mail that “mobility 
readiness items are equipment 

items issued for a variety of de-
ployments or training events.”

OSI is offering up to $10,000 
for information leading to appre-
hensions and convictions. Laken-
heath’s OSI detachment can be
reached at 01638-54-7257.
news@stripes.com

$10K reward offered in Lakenheath equipment theft case

JASON BEATTIE/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

BY MICHAEL S. DARNELL

Stars and Stripes

 GRAFENWÖHR, Germany — 
Forty-two Romanian soldiers are 
scheduled to graduate March 18 
from a U.S.-led noncommissioned 
officer  training course, the first 
of its kind led by Americans on 
Romanian soil. 

The Romanian troops finished 
off an 18-day   Warrior’s Train-
ing Course  at the Infantry and 
Mountain Troop Training Center 
in Fagaras, Romania. Five U.S. 
Army NCOs from the 7th Army 
Noncommissioned Officers Acad-
emy at USAG Grafenwöhr took 
the group through the leadership 
course. The Americans make 
up a mobile training team that 
travels across Europe and Africa 
in an effort to standardize NCO 
leadership skills among Ameri-
can forces and allies. 

“We give them our way of doing 
things, our best practices and how 
we do business,” said U.S. Army 
1st Sgt. Don Anderson, first ser-
geant of the NCO academy. “We 
have the best military in the 
world, so why wouldn’t you want 
the best to train you?”

The NCO training is one of the 
smaller  training exercises Amer-
ican forces are conducting with 
Romania, which shares hundreds 
of miles of border with Ukraine, 
a country now in turmoil since 
the ousting of its president. Re-
cently, the USS Truxtun, a U.S. 
Navy destroyer,  went to the Black 
Sea to  take part in exercises with 
Romanian and Bulgarian naval 
forces, while NATO leads recon-
naissance flights through Roma-
nian airspace  to keep an eye on 
the situation in Ukraine. Many of 
the 42 Romanian NCOs who are 
in the course are part of their in-
fantry special forces battalion. 

Anderson said that recent de-
velopments in the area didn’t 

influence the training his troops 
provided and that his mobile team 
of instructors has been asked by 
several nations to assist in NCO 
training. However,  it was the first 
time Romanian forces  had re-
quested the  help of the 7th NCO 
Academy in training their NCOs 
directly.

The mobile training team led 
the Romanian troops through 
classroom-heavy leadership 
courses and  hands-on training 

involving war  tactics, drill-and-
ceremony and physical training 
instruction. 

“Fitness is important to them,” 
Anderson said. “Matter of fact, 
they take our physical training di-
rectives and perfect them. These 
guys are perfectionists.”

Several of the Romanian cor-
porals agreed with Anderson’s 
assessment, adding that they 
want to spread among their ranks 
the American attitude on NCO 

leadership .
“The most significant thing we 

learned is the importance of al-
ways trying to improve ourselves
and our soldiers,” Romanian Cpl.
Lucian Deac said. “Everyone 
has room for improvement and
by continuing to learn and grow
is the only way for our army to
become more disciplined and 
proficient.”
darnell.michael@stripes.com

A Mobile Training Team from the U.S. Army’s 7th Army Noncommissioned Officers Academy  in 
Grafenwöhr, Germany,  instructs members of the Romanian army with its Warrior Leader Course at the 
Romanian Infantry and Mountain Troop Training Center . 
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The Camp Lejeune, N.C.-based unit 
will replicate the predeployment train-
ing cycle that other ground combat 
units go through, and will help the Ma-
rine Corps evaluate whether women are 
capable of doing the jobs and physically 
demanding tasks inherent in the train-
ing, Krebs said.

The unit will be made up of volun-
teers, and there will be jobs available 
in a variety of specialties, Krebs said. 
A forthcoming Marine administrative 
message will outline how many male 
and female volunteers are needed for 
different jobs. 

Women will be able to volunteer for 
positions in their current military oc-
cupational specialt ies or for jobs in spe-
cialties that are now closed to women, 
Krebs said. The women who volunteer 
for specialties in which they are not 
trained must go through the entry-level 
training school for the job before join-
ing the unit.

Both sexes will have to meet a physi-
cal standard that has not yet been fi-
nalized in order to qualify for the unit, 
Krebs said. The unit is expected to 
stand up this fall, and will be evaluated 
until roughly summer 2015, though Ma-
rine officials may use the data gathered 
to open additional jobs to women before 
then.

“It’s going to be an incremental pro-
cess,” she said.

The Marine Corps has been assess-
ing the performance of female Marines 
at entry-level training and did a study 
of male and female Marines last sum-
mer to determine how men and women 
perform some of the most physically 
demanding tasks associated with the 
military specialties that are currently 
closed to women.

The Corps also announced it will open 
military occupational specialty, or MOS,  
schools to female volunteers, though the 
women will not be given those special-
ties if they graduate. Forty women  al-
ready have graduated from the Corps’ 
enlisted infantry training school, and 14 
have attempted the notoriously difficult 
Infantry Officer Course. Only one made 
it past the combat endurance course 
that begins the course, but she was in-
jured in the second week of training. All 
of the women who volunteered for those 

training courses, whether they gradu-
ate or not, are given other MOS’s.

However, the commandant, Gen. 
James Amos, also had decided to open 
11 specialties to women that were open 
only to men. Three specialties in the ar-
tillery field, six in the ground ordnance 
maintenance field and two in the low-
 altitude air defense field will be opened, 
leaving 20 of the Corps’ 335 primary 
military occupational specialties closed 
to women.

 In January 2013, then-Secretary of 
Defense Leon Panetta announced that 
the Pentagon would lift the “combat ex-
clusion policy” that had barred women 
from combat units and jobs. The servic-
es have until January 2016 to open all 

jobs to women or submit a request for an 
“exception to policy” for any positions 
they believe must remain male-only.

The Marine Corps in 2012 opened 
about 20 battalions to female officers 
and staff noncommissioned officers, al-
lowing women who already held certain 
jobs to do those jobs in previously male-
only battalions. Krebs said the idea is 
similar to how the Navy has gone about 
integrating submarines:  putting offi-
cers and senior enlisted leaders in first, 
so junior troops will have role models 
and mentors of their own gender avail-
able when they arrive.

hlad.jennifer@stripes.com
Twitter: @jhlad

Combat: Marines to open MOS schools to females
MILITARY

BY JENNIFER HLAD

Stars and Stripes

 Each military branch has excess capacity and
needs another round of base realignment and closure,
defense officials told a House panel Wednesday.

Appearing before the House Appropriations
Committee’s Military Construction, Veterans Af-
fairs and Related Agencies Subcommittee, officials 
noted varying amounts of excess capacity on U.S. 
bases, and sought help.

“The bottom line is we need another round of 
BRAC,” said Kathleen Ferguson, acting assistant 
secretary of the Air Force for installations, environ-
ment and logistics.

John Conger, acting deputy undersecretary of
defense for installations and environment, said he
knows the last round of BRAC, in 2005, left “a bad
taste” in the mouths of many in Congress, but that
this would be different. The key reason that one cost
so much was that “we were willing to accept recom-
mendations that did not save money,” he said.

The 2005 round of BRAC was actually more like 
two concurrent rounds — one for transformation 
and one for efficiency, Conger said.

Altogether, the BRAC cost about $35 billion, and 
$29 billion of that was for the transformation piece,
which resulted in only about $1 billion in yearly sav-
ings, Conger said. The efficiency piece cost $6 bil-
lion and resulted in recurring savings of $3 billion
each year, he said.

Now, the military is requesting just the “efficien-
cy” piece, Conger said.

“We don’t want to be wasting money on unneeded 
facilities,” he said.

The Army has an average of 18 percent excess 
capacity at U.S. bases, according to a recent facility
capacity analysis, and end-strength reductions will 
increase that excess capacity even more, said Kath-
erine Hammack, assistant secretary of the Army
for installations, energy and environment.

The Air Force does not have a recent capacity
analysis, but had 24 percent excess capacity in 2004, 
Ferguson said. The last round of BRAC helped with
only a very small portion of that extra space, and 
the Air Force has reduced active-duty end strength
by nearly 8 percent since then, she said, so officials 
know there is plenty of excess that could be closed.

The Navy also doesn’t have a recent analysis, but
does know they have some excess capacity and sup-
ports a new round of BRAC, said Dennis McGinn,
assistant secretary of the Navy for energy, installa-
tions and environment.

Still, members of the committee noted their dis-
pleasure with the 2005 BRAC process, and worried
that the Pentagon is not budgeting enough for mili-
tary construction in fiscal 2015.

The military construction request for fiscal 2015
is $6.6 billion, about 40 percent lower than the re-
quest for fiscal 2014. 

“I haven’t seen requests this low for a long, long 
time,” said Rep. Sanford Bishop, D-Ga., the ranking 
member of the committee.

Conger, Ferguson, Hammack and McGinn said
the smaller request is the result of efforts to meet
the requirements of the Bipartisan Budget Act of 
2013. They said the services are willing to take a
risk in cutting facilities maintenance so they can
use more funding to support war fighters.

But Rep. John Culberson, the Texas Republican 
who serves as the subcommittee’s chairman, called
the low number “shocking,” and said he does not
want troops and their families to be neglected.

“We love you and we want to help,” he said, adding 
that the committee would try to find a way to fund 
maintenance and construction programs.
hlad.jennifer@stripes.com
Twitter: @jhlad

DOD: More 
bases must 
be shuttered

Stars and Stripes

 Lawmakers fear that the Veterans 
Affairs department might not be asking 
for enough money to meet its needs, the 
National Journal reported Thursday.

The VA is seeking $163.9 billion — a 
6.5 percent increase over fiscal 2014 
— but faces complaints of deficient 
veterans health centers, long claims 
backlogs, and questionable treatment 
for Iraq and Afghanistan vets who are 
readily prescribed  drugs to deal with 
serious post- traumatic stress disorder.

At a Veterans Affairs Committee 
hearing Wednesday on its fiscal 2015 
budget request, senators from both par-
ties took turns raising worries that the 
VA is not equipped to handle the vet-
erans’ needs back in their states, par-
ticularly when the wind-down of the 
Afghanistan War is sending a growing 
influx of serviceme mbers  into the VA 
system, the Journal wrote.

“As I understand it, the VA anticipates 
seeing an increase of approximately 
100,000 new patients in the coming 

year,” said committee chairman Ber-
nie Sanders,  I-Vt. “But I am concerned 
whether the 3 percent increase in medi-
cal care that is in the budget will be 
sufficient to care for these new users, 
existing users, will span veterans’ ser-
vices, and keep pace with all of the 
issues we have here. Is that enough 
money? It sounds to me like it’s not.”

VA Secretary Eric Shinseki  told the 
panel that the VA tried to ask for what 
it anticipates needing for 2015, but he 
admitted that the request was put to-
gether before the Defense Department 
announced its latest plans to reduce 
troop size.

“This budget request is prior to that 
plan being provided,” Shinseki said. 
“We believe we have, in this budget, an-
ticipated what our needs will be in 2015, 
but this again will depend on what the 
downsizing plan entails.”

Sen. Mike Johanns, R-Neb., com-
plained about the VA’s pace on capital 
improvement projects, the Journal 
noted. Because an Omaha project was 
far down on the waiting list, he said it 

could take years for veterans to receive 
the access they need.

“What I’m looking at, all these proj-
ects, a pretty rough estimate is that $23 
billion is necessary to address what is 
on the waiting list,” Johanns said. “How 
can we best put a process in place to ad-
dress what you are dealing with, and 
what we are dealing with? It’s a lot of 
money; it would be very hard to come 
up with that.”

Shinseki said that in the budget envi-
ronment, the VA is trying to prioritize 
projects appropriately to provide for 
veterans’ safety and security and to 
maintain existing facilities. The VA has 
requested $561.8 million for major con-
struction in its fiscal 2015 budget.

Johanns questioned whether spend-
ing hundreds of millions of dollars to 
maintain old facilities was actually 
counterproductive.

“All these millions we are putting 
into these facilities across the country,” 
Johanns said. “I just hope we are not 
chasing good money with bad money.”

VA: Troop cuts not accounted for in budget

Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps

 Female Marine infantry students hike during patrol week near Camp Geiger, 
N.C., in October 2013. 
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BY JON HARPER

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — The Navy 
disqualified 151 sailors and ci-
vilians last year from positions 
of trust following a service-led 
review that focused on sexual as-
sault prevention, a Navy spokes-
man told Stars and Stripes.

In May 2013, Secretary of 
Defense Chuck Hagel directed 
the services to conduct a re-
view of their recruiters, sexual 
assault response coordinators 
and victims’ advocates to make 
sure they were suitable for those 
positions. The directive came 
in the wake of several high-pro-
file sexual assault scandals that 
highlighted the larger problem 
of sexual assault plaguing the 
military.

About 5,400 incidents of sex-
ual assault or unwanted sexual 
contact were reported within the 
U.S. military last fiscal year, the 
Pentagon disclosed last month, a 
60 percent increase from 2012. 
Only a fraction of sexual assault 
incidents are actually reported, 
officials say.

The Navy’s initial review cov-
ered 10,000 people.

“What we came back with was 
a number of five Navy [people] 
that didn’t meet the standards 
that were necessary to serve in 
those positions,” Lt. Cmdr. Chris 
Servello said.

The probe was soon expanded 
to include everyone involved in 
the Navy’s sexual assault pre-
vention and response program, 
including NCIS investigators 
who deal with sexual assault 
cases, as well as trainers who 
conduct sexual assault training 

at the unit level and at school 
houses. The review ultimately 
covered about 20,000 sailors 
and civilians.

“[The expanded review was] 
what we thought was in the spirit 
of what the secretary of defense 
was asking,” Servello said.

The probe revealed that 151 
personnel didn’t meet the stan-
dards required. The “vast ma-
jority” of those either didn’t 
receive the requisite training 
or certification, or the requi-
site training and certification 
wasn’t documented properly, 
according to Servello. The Navy 
is pursuing “remediation” and 
trying to get those people certi-
fied and properly trained so that 
they can resume their duties, he 
said. Others were permanently 
barred from those positions.

“There were folks that … 
just didn’t meet the standards 
that we were comfortable with 
to have them serve in these 
important positions, either as 
their primary job or as an add-
on responsibility,” Servello said. 
“They were removed from those 
positions.”

Those people were reas-
signed, or in some cases, the 
added responsibility of partici-
pating in the command sexual 
assault prevention and response 
program was removed from 
their duties, Servello said. The 
Navy was unable to provide a 
statistical breakdown for num-
bers of individuals temporarily 
or permanently disqualified.

Of the 151, Servello is not 
aware of any that have been ac-
cused of sexual assault, nor is he 
aware of any criminal investiga-
tions that have been launched as 

a result of the review. He didn’t 
know how Navy personnel were 
able to get into those positions 
of trust without the proper 
qualifications.

The review was completed 
last summer, and remedia-
tions and removals of personnel 
began as soon as the deficien-
cies were discovered, according 
to Servello.

Asked why this information 
was only now coming to light 
long after it had been reported 
to Hagel, Servello said: “I don’t 
have a good answer for you. Re-
ally it was because you  started 
asking these questions, and so 
we as spokesmen started digging 
in and finding [this information] 
over the last couple days.”

The disqualifications were 
first reported Wednesday in 
USA Today.

Other services conducted 
their own reviews, with widely 
different results. In February, 
the Army announced it had sus-
pended 588 out of about 20,000 
personnel that were reviewed 
for a range of missteps, includ-
ing sexual assault. 

“To date, 79 are pending 
separation from the Army,” Col. 
David H. Patterson Jr. said at 
the time.

An Air Force spokeswoman 
said two personnel from the 
service have been disqualified 
from positions of trust. She did 
not provide additional details. 

Thus far, the Marine Corps 
hasn’t disqualified anyone in the 
wake of their review.
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

New military sex assault review is sought
 BY TOM VANDEN BROOK

USA Today

WASHINGTON — A member 
of the House Armed Services 
Committee late Tuesday called on 
Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel 
to direct the Air Force, Marine 
Corps and Navy to re-examine 
troops in sensitive posts in light 
of an Army review that disquali-
fied 588 soldiers serving as sexual 
assault counselors, recruiters and 
instructors.

Rep. Jackie Speier, D-Calif., 
urged Hagel in a letter to make 
public the results of the services’ 
new review. 

USA Today recently reported 
the Army’s action, which included 
seeking dismissal from the ser-
vice of 79 soldiers while reassign-
ing more than 500 others. In all, 
the Army examined the records 
of more than 20,000 soldiers.

The Army has not provided 
details on the offenses the sol-
diers committed, divulging only 
that their misdeeds ranged from 
sexual and child abuse to reckless 
driving.

“I know you share my concern 
that tolerating this behavior in 
servicemembers that occupy po-
sitions of trust is a betrayal of our 
troops,” she wrote.

Hagel has discussed with the 
other services whether they 
needed to examine the criteria 
the Army used in scrubbing its 
ranks and follow suit, according to 
his spokesman, Rear Adm. John 
Kirby.

“Secretary Hagel appreciates 
Rep. Speier’s concern over this 
important issue, and he shares 
her desire that we continue to hold 
ourselves and our people to the 
highest standard of conduct, espe-
cially when it comes to the crime 
of sexual assault,” Kirby said. 
“That’s why he issued guidance 
to the services to review people 
in positions of trust in the first 
place.”

Last May, a Pentagon survey 
on unwanted sexual contact in the 
ranks sparked concern about the 
issue within the military and on 
Capitol Hill. The report estimated 
that 26,000 troops had experi-
enced unwanted sexual contact 
in 2012, a one-third increase com-
pared with 2010. 

After the report’s release, Hagel 
called on the services to conduct 
the review of troops in positions 
of trust. 

Since then, a wide-ranging set 
of reforms has been enacted by 
Congress to increase prosecution 
of the crimes and to bolster pro-
tection for victims.

 Speier  noted that the other 
services had disqualified only a 
handful of troops.  Speier said the 
results of the initial review in-
dicated the Army applied more 
stringent guidelines than the other 
services.

 One service interpreted the 
directive so narrowly that it ap-
peared only to check a civilian 
sexual predator registry, she 
wrote.

Navy disqualifies 151 after probe

‘ I know you share my concern that tolerating this 
behavior in servicemembers that occupy positions 
of trust is a betrayal of our troops. ’

Rep. Jackie Speier
California Democrat

A wounded soldier’s inspiring story is told in a new documentary film
 The Miami Herald

 When Travis Mills stepped on 
a land mine while on active duty 
in Afghanistan, losing his arms 
and legs, all he could think about 
was whether he would ever see 
his wife and 7-month-old daugh-
ter again.

Today, nearly two years later, 
his family is by his side as the 
now-retired U.S. Army staff 
sergeant of the 82nd Airborne 
shares his story of courage and 
unimaginable physical and emo-
tional challenges through a new 
documentary film, “Travis: A 
Soldier’s Story.”  

 Mills, 26, and his family have 
participated in a number of com-
munity events to shine a light on 
his inspirational story and the 
plight of wounded warriors. He 
was honored at a recent Miami 
Heat game  and  attended a recep-
tion  with Miami Mayor Tomas 
Regalado,  and was  honored by 
more government leaders.

Perhaps closest to his heart 
was the opportunity to tandem 
jump with the U.S. Army’s Gold-

en Knights Parachute Team at 
Homestead Air Reserve Base . 
 Mills interacted with members of 
the military and media and joked 
about his “movie star” status be-
fore turning serious, reflecting 
on that life-changing day — April 
10, 2012 — during his third tour 
of duty and what came after.

“It was a normal day of duty, 
then I stepped on one of those bur-
ied presents ...,”  said Mills, whose 
daughter’s name, Chloe Lynn, is 
tattooed on his upper arm. “I am 
not a sob story. It’s going to get 

better — that’s my motto.”
Mills, who spent about a year 

and a half at Walter Reed Army 
Medical Hospital, is just one of 
five quadruple-amputees from 
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 
to survive such extensive inju-
ries. Nearly 52,000 service men 
and women have been wounded 
in operations in Iraq and Afghan-
istan since 2001, according to the 
Congressional Research Service 
released this month.

In addition to the physical 
wounds, there were 153,000 new 

cases of post-traumatic stress 
disorder in the same time period, 
and another 288,000 experienced 
a traumatic brain injury while 
on deployment, according to the 
Congressional report.

 Katie Norris, producer of Mills’ 
documentary movie for her Dal-
las nonprofit Fotolanthropy, said 
she reached out to Mills after 
coming across a Facebook pic-
ture of him.

“I had never seen anyone with 
such a smile, and he underwent 
so many injuries,” she said. 

 TRAVISTHEMOVIE.COM TRAILER/MCT

Retired U.S. Army Staff Sgt. 
Travis Mills appears in the movie 
“Travis: A Soldier’s Story.” 
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BY MATTHEW M. BURKE

Stars and Stripes 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — While 
other services’ tuition programs are turn-
ing troops away, the Navy has more tuition 
assistance cash than it can use, Navy offi-
cials said this month. 

As of Feb. 28, the Navy had disbursed $37 
million of $86 million allotted for fiscal 2014 
— about $5 million less than at the same 
time last year — because of a decrease in 
enrollment, according to Susan Henson, 
spokeswoman for the Navy’s Center for Per-
sonal and Professional Development. Navy 
officials blamed the drop in enrollment on 
the government shutdown in October and 
uncertainty with the federal budget.

The Navy was the only branch of the 
four services that didn’t make significant 
changes to its tuition assistance program 
for fiscal 2014. 

Navy officials said they believe all of the 
money allocated for tuition assistance will 
be spent by the end of the fiscal year.

More than 25,000 sailors have received 
funds so far this fiscal year, 3,000 fewer 
than in the same time frame last year and 
4,000 fewer than in fiscal 2012, Henson 
said. 

Navy officials said money allocated by 
the Defense Department for education 
benefits will be lost if unused.

The Navy plans its quarterly alloca-
tion of tuition assistance funds around the 
times that colleges typically start classes 
to ensure the most funds are available at 

the right times. Offi-
cials say most requests 
for financial help are 
received in the first 
and second quarters of 
each fiscal year. 

The Navy is seeking 
$66 million for tuition 
assistance for next fis-
cal year, Navy officials 
said. 

Under the proposed 
plan, sailors will have 
to pay 25 percent of 
their tuition bills, simi-
lar to the tuition assis-
tance program before 
2003.

“It has been said 
that ‘having skin in the 
game’ provides added 
incentive to stay fo-
cused and aligned with 
their education plans,” 
said Lt. Cmdr. Chris 
Servello, spokesman 
for the chief of naval 
personnel. “Once a 
final decision is made, 
we will provide updat-

ed guidance to the fleet.”
Tuition assistance has come under as-

sault in the past 12 months following the 
DOD sequestration and the government 
shutdown in October. 

In March 2013, the Army, Marines and 
Air Force temporarily shut down their 

tuition assistance programs following the 
first round of defense budget cuts. The 
Navy chose to keep its program running.

In many ways, the Army, Air Force and 
Marines made it more difficult for troops 
to get cash for college, including limiting 
the number of classes a servicemember 
could take, or giving assistance only to 
troops getting good grades in college.

“We can’t comment on the policies of the 
other services,” Henson said in an email. 
The “Navy has kept its commitment to Sail-
ors to fund voluntary education programs 
that serve as a conduit for developing them 
personally and professionally.”

However, all four branches halted the 
program for three weeks in October after 
Congress’ failure to pass an emergency 
spending measure led to a partial govern-
ment shutdown.

The Marine Corps added a host of re-
strictions to its tuition assistance pro-
gram for fiscal 2014, limiting the number 
of Marines eligible for subsidized college 
courses. The move resulted in a 75 percent 
decrease from the number of Marines en-
rolled in the first quarter of fiscal 2013.

Air Force officials have made some 
changes to their tuition assistance policy as 
well. Their first-quarter enrollment num-
bers dropped 33 percent on last year’s.

Starting Jan. 1, the Army instituted eli-
gibility restrictions and caps on semester 
hours. 
burke.matt@stripes.com

 The (Norfolk ) Virginian-Pilot

 With a few strokes on a keyboard, the Na-
vy’s top brass avoids shrinking its 280-ship 
fleet next year by simply reclassifying a
couple of hospital ships and its small patrol
craft deployed overseas.

The changes, quietly noted in the De-
fense Department’s 2015 budget proposal 
released last week, add the dozen vessels 
to the battle force and help make up for the 
planned retirement of 10 frigates, a subma-
rine and other ships.

The Navy’s proposed 2015 budget, part 
of a $496 billion defense spending plan, 
also calls for adding eight new ships to the
fleet. Under what it calls “revised counting
rules,” the Navy calculates, it will have 283 
ships next year. If the dozen existing ships
aren’t transferred to the battle force, the
fleet drops to 271 ships.

The number of ships in the Navy’s fleet
can shift slightly from year to year as new
vessels come on line and others are taken
out of service .

The size of the fleet is a particularly sen-
sitive issue on Capitol Hill and in the Penta-
gon, where elected and military leaders are
wrestling with tighter budgets and defense 
hawks warn that a smaller Navy endangers 
national security.

Asked about changes to the count, Navy
Secretary Ray Mabus said in a statement
Tuesday, “We periodically assess the rules
of how we count ships, and these changes
better reflect the demands of our combat-
ant commanders and the current mission 
requirements of our Navy’s battle force .” 

Navy is flush with tuition cash
‘ It has 
been 
said that 
‘having 
skin in 
the game’ 
provides 
added 
incentive 
to stay 
focused 
and 
aligned 
with their 
education 
plans. ’Lt. Cmdr. 

Chris 
Servelloy

spokesman for 
chief of naval 

personnel

Rule revision
bolsters fleet
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 BY KELLY KENNEDY 
USA Today   

WASHINGTON — Gulf War 
veterans have such a wide array 
of symptoms and exposures that 
researchers and clinicians should 
not apply one definition to every-
one, and should instead “select 
one based on their needs,” accord-
ing to a report from the Institute 
of Medicine released Wednesday.

The Department of Veterans 
Affairs should also continue to call 
the string of symptoms “Gulf War 
illness,” rather than chronic mul-
tisymptom illness as proposed, 
because chronic multisymptom 
illness, or CMI, “is not specific to 
the population and its unique ex-
perience,” the report finds.

“The wide variation in symp-
toms has complicated efforts to 
determine whether a distinctive 
illness exists, as many symptoms 
of CMI overlap with those of other 
diseases and conditions, such as 
fibromyalgia and chronic fatigue 
syndrome,” the committee found.

Advocates for those suffering 
from Gulf War illness say the lat-
est report ignores earlier research 
and reflects the VA’s bias against 
coming to terms with the illness 
23 years after the  end of the war.

“The conclusions of the re-
port show that it was a waste of 
money,” said Jim Binns, chair 
of the Research Advisory Com-
mittee on Gulf War Veterans’ Ill-

nesses. “The committee never had 
the expertise or the process to do 
a case definition. It’s good they 
didn’t do one.”

Binns called the bulk of the re-
port “a slanted view of Gulf War 
research totally inconsistent with 
the science of the past decade.” 
He cited a previous report from 
the Institute of Medicine , as well 
as from his committee.

Binns said the IOM’s charge 
from the VA did not “provide for 
the rigorous data analysis and de-
velopment of new data nor for the 
use of a panel of experts in the ill-
ness itself that are universally rec-
ognized as the keys to developing 
a case definition for an illness.” 

Jennifer Walsh, a spokesperson 
for IOM, said the committee re-
viewed animal studies, but did not 
use animal or exposure studies 
in the report because it decided 
it would not look at the cause or 
origination of Gulf War illness.

The VA released a statement in 
response to the report and Binns’ 
statement. “The Department of 
Veterans Affairs recognizes and 
respects the service, dedication 
and many challenges faced by Vet-
erans of the 1990-1991 Gulf War, 
and is committed to continuing 
improvements in care and servic-
es for Gulf War Veterans,” it read. 
“While IOM concluded there was 
insufficient evidence to develop 
a new case definition, VA agrees 
with their assessment that CMI 

is an important cause of disability
and health issues for veterans as a 
result of their service during the
1990-1991 Gulf War.”

The IOM did find that fatigue, 
pain and neurocognitive issues 
had been reported in all of the
studies that they reviewed.

About one-fourth of the war’s
700,000 veterans developed symp-
toms that include chronic head-
aches, widespread pain, memory 
and concentration problems, per-
sistent fatigue, gastrointestinal 
problems, skin abnormalities and
mood disturbances.

Gulf War veterans had feared
the multisymptom label would
cause them to be lumped in with
veterans of other wars who have
returned with perplexing symp-
toms. But recent research has
shown with MRIs that some Gulf 
War veterans have damage to 
the brain that could explain their
symptoms. Other recent studies 
have shown damage to the auto-
nomic nervous system.

IOM researchers did not look at
the possibility of environmental 
toxins, such as to sarin gas, anti-
nerve-agent pills, or insect repel-
lent, which some scientists believe
hold the key to the disease.

 The Institute of Medicine is an
independent, nonprofit research
arm of the National Academies, 
an umbrella research organiza-
tion that includes academies for
science and engineering. 

 BY BRETT BARROUQUERE

The Associated Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Lt. Garlin 
Murl Conner left the U.S. Army as 
the second-most decorated soldier 
during World War II, earning four 
Silver Stars, four Bronze Stars, 
seven Purple Hearts and the Dis-
tinguished Service Cross for his 
actions during 28 straight months 
in combat.

But despite backing from con-
gressmen, senators, military vet-
erans and historians, he never 
received the Medal of Honor, the 
nation’s highest military distinc-
tion, awarded for life-risking acts 
of valor above and beyond the call 
of duty.

Now a federal judge in Ken-
tucky has ended his widow’s 17-
year quest to see that her husband 
received the medal.

U.S. District Judge Thomas B. 
Russell, in an 11-page opinion is-
sued late Tuesday, said a techni-
cality will prevent Pauline Conner 
of Albany, Ky., from continuing 
her campaign on behalf of her 
husband, who died in 1998. Rus-
sell concluded that Pauline Con-
ner waited too long to present new 
evidence to the U.S. Army Board 
of Correction of Military Records, 
which rejected her bid to alter her 
husband’s service record.

Russell praised Conner’s “ex-
traordinary courage and patriotic 
service,” but said there was noth-
ing he could do for the family.

“Dismissing this claim as re-
quired by technical limitations in 
no way diminishes Lt. Conner’s 
exemplary service and sacrifice,” 
Russell wrote.

Richard Chilton, a former 
Green Beret and amateur 
military historian who has re-
searched Conner’s service, said 
Conner deserves the Medal of 
Honor. Chilton pledged to get 
resolutions from lawmakers and 
veterans groups in all 50 states in 
an attempt to get Congress to act 
on Conner’s behalf.

“I want to make sure they can’t 
walk away from this,” Chilton 
 said Wednesday. “He’s a man 
worthy of this.”

 Conner served with the 3rd In-
fantry Division, which fought in 
France and Europe in 1945. The 
Army in 2001 named Eagle Base 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina after Con-
ner, who died in 1998 in Clinton 
County, Ky., where he lived after 
his fighting days and served 17 
years as president of the Clinton 
County Farm Bureau.

 Conner’s citation for the Distin-
guished Service Cross states that 

on Jan. 24, 1945, near Houssen, 
France, he slipped away from 
a military hospital with a hip 
wound to rejoin his unit rather 
than return home  and unreeled 
a telephone wire, plunged into a 
shallow ditch in front of the battle 
line and directed multiple rounds 
of fire for three hours as German 
troops continued their offensive, 
sometimes getting within 5 yards 
of Conner’s position. 

The board first rejected Con-
ner’s application in 1997 on its 
merits and turned away an ap-
peal in June 2000, saying at the 
time no new evidence warranted 
a hearing or a new decoration de-
spite more than a dozen letters of 
support for Conner.

  While the  Army Board for Cor-
rection of Military Records has 
upgraded other recipients of the 
Distinguished Service Cross to a 
Medal of Honor, the action is rare. 
As of 2012, the last year available, 
178 Distinguished Service Cross-
es had been elevated to Medal of 
Honor status out of 13,000 issued 
since 1917.  

The military can also conduct a 
review at the behest of Congress.

 Conner’s commander in World 
War II, retired Maj. Gen. Lloyd 
B. Ramsey , filed an affidavit say-
ing Conner’s work, while injured, 
provided valuable intelligence.

“There is no doubt that Lt. Con-
ner should have been awarded 
the Medal of Honor for his ac-
tions,” Ramsey wrote. “One of the 
most disappointing regrets of my 
career is not having the Medal of 
Honor awarded to the most out-
standing soldier I’ve ever had the 
privilege of commanding.”  

 Lt. Garlin Murl Conner 

‘ Dismissing this claim as required by 
technical limitations in no way 

diminishes Lt. Conner’s 
exemplary service and sacrifice. ’

U.S. District JudgeThomas B. Russell

War hero denied 
Medal of Honor 
on a technicality

Varied symptoms complicate
Gulf War illness designation
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A coin 
for Kermit

“From the senior military officer 
to the senior muppet,” says 
Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, as he 
gives his military challenge coin 
to Kermit the Frog .  
JACQUELYN MARTIN/AP

 The Associated Press

DENVER — A Bible verse on 
the door of an Air Force Academy 
cadet’s dorm room has touched off 
a constitutional debate.

Mikey Weinstein, director of 
the Military Religious Freedom 
Foundation, said Wednesday that 
the message on a white board 
amounted to a cadet in a position 
of authority forcing an opinion 
on subordinates. Weinstein says 
he received complaints from ca-
dets, and might file a lawsuit to 
ensure church-state separation on 
campus.

The academy says the issue 
was resolved earlier this week 
when cadets decided to erase the 
message.

Mike Berry, of the Liberty In-
stitute, says the right to post such 
messages is a matter of religious 
freedom. Berry’s institute says it 
fights to defend religious liberty, 
and Berry says he plans to take 
up the matter with the academy.

Bible verse 
touches off
a debate at
AF academy

 The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Touting 
them as “heroes” who are just as
“strong and brave” as their par-
ents, Michelle Obama is praising
military children who often have
to balance homework and caring 
for siblings with frequent chang-
es of address.

The first lady spoke Wednesday 
at a White House screening for 
military families of the Disney 
movie “Muppets Most Wanted.”
She was joined by Gen. Martin
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, and film star Ker-
mit the Frog, who said the chil-
dren were “just as tough” as their
parents.

The screening was a part of 
Joining Forces, a nationwide ef-
fort Obama and Jill Biden started 
in 2011 to rally the nation around
veterans, active-duty service-
members and their families. 
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Obama strengthening 
rules for overtime pay

 BY JIM KUHNHENN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — President 
Barack Obama is seeking chang-
es in overtime rules that will 
make millions of workers eligible 
for time-and-a-half pay for their 
extra work.

Obama  signed a presidential 
memorandum Thursday direct-
ing the Labor Department to 
propose rules that expand the 
number of employees who benefit 
from overtime pay.

The rules would be aimed at 
salaried workers who make more 
than $455  per week and those 
who are ineligible for overtime 
because they are designated as 
management even though their 
supervisory duties are minimal.

The rules do not require con-
gressional action but could take 
more than a year to implement.

Obama has put a focus this 
year on increasing worker pay, 
including a call for Congress to 
increase the federal minimum 
hourly wage from $7.25  to $10.10. 

He also issued an executive order 
requiring federal contractors to 
abide by the higher minimum 
wage.

In his memorandum, Obama 
 directs the Labor Department to 
recommend new regulations that 
could increase the salary thresh-
old for overtime eligibility and to 
change the definition of what con-
stitutes a supervisor.

Obama’s attention to overtime 
dovetails with his emphasis on 
correcting wage disparities, a 
theme that he has said will be 
central to the remainder of his 
presidential term. It also serves 
his political ends during a mid-
term election year, giving him a 
populist issue along with his calls 
for a higher minimum wage and 
better pay for women.

The salary-per-week limit 
separating those who get over-
time and those who don’t was 
increased to $455 in 2004 dur-
ing the Bush administration. At 
the time, it hadn’t been increased 
since the mid-1970s. 

Victims’ kin: Declassify 
key portion of 9/11 report

 BY CHRIS MONDICS

The Philadelphia Inquirer 

WASHINGTON — Family 
members  of victims of the Sept. 
11, 2001, terrorist attacks joined 
three members of Congress on 
Wednesday in calling on the 
Obama administration to declas-
sify portions of a congressional 
investigation that addresses alle-
gations of possible Saudi govern-
ment support of the hijackers.

The report, released by a joint 
panel of the House and Senate in-
telligence committees in Decem-
ber 2002, contains 28 redacted 
pages that family members and 
victims say would shed new light 
on the hijackings. At the time the 

report was released, the Bush 
administration classified the ma-
terial, but numerous sources re-
ported it dealt with the Saudis.

 In all, nearly 3,000 people were 
killed in the attacks on the World 
Trade Center, the Pentagon and 
the crash in Shanksville, includ-
ing the 19 hijackers, 15 of whom 
were Saudis.

The small group was joined at 
a  news conference at the Cannon 
House office building attended 
by Reps. Walter B. Jones, R-N.C., 
Stephen Lynch, D-Mass., and 
Thomas Massie, R-Ky., who are 
calling for passage of a House 
resolution requesting that the 
Obama administration make the 
information public. 

Holder backs changes in drug sentencing
 BY ERIC TUCKER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — Attorney 
General Eric Holder on Thursday 
endorsed a proposal that would 
result in shorter prison sentences 
for many nonviolent drug traf-
fickers, saying the change would 
rein in runaway federal prison 
costs and create a fairer criminal 
justice system.

Holder’s backing for a U.S. 
Sentencing Commission proposal 
to lower the guideline penalties is 
part of a broader Justice Depart-
ment effort to lessen punishment 
for nonviolent drug dealers. He 
has been pressing to ease long 
mandatory sentences and has 
called for greater discretion for 
judges in sentencing.

“This overreliance on incar-
ceration is not just financially 
unsustainable, it comes with 
human and moral costs that are 

impossible to calculate,” Holder 
said in an appearance before the 
Sentencing Commission, an inde-
pendent agency that establishes 
sentencing policies.

The harshest penalties, he said, 
should be reserved for “danger-
ous and violent drug traffickers.”

Holder directed prosecutors 
in August to stop charging many 
nonviolent drug defendants with 
offenses that carry mandatory 
minimum sentences. He has also 
said he also wants to divert people 
convicted of low-level offenses to 
drug-treatment and community-
service programs and to expand 
a prison program to allow the re-
lease of some elderly, non violent 
offenders.

Holder last year asked the com-
mission to consider reductions in 
the sentencing guidelines for non-
 violent drug crimes. The commis-
sion responded with a proposal 

in January that would tie many 
drug offenses to shorter sentenc-
ing ranges.

The effect, the Justice Depart-
ment says, would be to reduce by
11 months the average sentence
of a drug trafficking offender 
and would trim the federal prison 
population by roughly 6,550 in-
mates  during the next five years.
About 70 percent of drug traffick-
ing offenders would be affected
by the change.

The commission was not expect-
ed to vote on the proposed change 
until at least April, but Holder
planned to instruct prosecutors in
the meantime not to oppose sen-
tencing recommendations in line
with the newly proposed ranges.

A national association of pros-
ecutors is opposing the proposal,
arguing that the majority of fed-
eral prisoners “have been very 
bad actors for a long time.” 

 BY JONATHAN S. LANDAY,
ALI WATKINS AND MARISA TAYLOR

McClatchy Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — The White House 
has been withholding for five years more 
than 9,000 top-secret documents sought 
by the Senate Select Committee on Intel-
ligence for its investigation into the now-
defunct CIA detention and interrogation 
program, even though President Barack 
Obama hasn’t exercised a claim of execu-
tive privilege.

In contrast to public assertions that it 
supports the committee’s work, the White 
House has ignored or rejected offers in mul-
tiple meetings and in letters to find ways 
for the committee to review the records, a 
McClatchy investigation has found.

The significance of the materials 

couldn’t be learned. But the administra-
tion’s refusal to turn them over or to agree 
to any compromise raises questions about 
what they would reveal about the CIA’s use 
of waterboarding and other harsh interro-
gation techniques on suspected terrorists 
in secret overseas prisons.

The dispute indicates that the White 
House is more involved than it has ac-
knowledged in the unprecedented power 
struggle between the committee and the 
CIA, which has triggered charges that 
the agency searched the panel’s comput-
ers without authorization and has led to 
requests to the Justice Department for 
criminal investigations of CIA personnel 
and Senate aides.

“These documents certainly raise the 
specter that the White House has been in-
volved in stonewalling the investigation,” 

said Elizabeth Goitein, the co- director of 
the Brennan Center for Justice’s Liberty 
and National Security Program at the New 
York University Law School.

The committee and the CIA declined to 
comment.

In a statement to McClatchy, the White 
House confirmed that “a small percent-
age” of the 6.2 million pages of documents 
provided to the committee were “set aside 
because they raise executive branch confi-
dentiality interests.”

The White House also said that it had 
worked closely with the committee “to en-
sure access to the information necessary 
to review the CIA’s former program.”

Speaking to reporters earlier during a 
White House event, Obama said that the 
administration has worked with the com-

mittee to ensure that its study is “well
informed” and that he was committed to
seeing the report declassified once a final
version is completed. He said it wouldn’t be
proper for him to comment directly on the
battle between the CIA and the commit-
tee, except to say that CIA Director John
Brennan had referred the issues to the “ap-
propriate authorities and they are looking
into it.”

The Democrat-controlled committee 
 largely has kept silent about the tussle with
the White House, even as some members
have decried what they contend has been
the CIA’s refusal to surrender key materi-
als on the agency’s use under the George
W. Bush administration of interrogation
methods denounced by the panel chair-
woman as “un- American” and “brutal.” 

White House keeps records out of CIA probe

3 killed in pileups on Ohio Turnpike
Truck drivers talk at the scene of an accident on the Ohio Turnpike  northeast of Clyde, Ohio.  A series 
of crashes involving at least 50 vehicles Wednesday killed three people and seriously injured a state 
trooper on a snowy two-mile stretch of the Ohio Turnpike. A flurry of accidents midway between Toledo 
and Cleveland blocked the toll road in both directions beginning in the early afternoon.

JONATHON BIRD, THE (FREMONT, OHIO) NEWS-MESSENGER/AP



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • F3HIJKLM                PAGE 9Friday, March 14, 2014

NATION

 BY VERENA DOBNIK

The Associated Press

NEW YORK  — Rescuers work-
ing amid gusty winds, cold tem-
peratures and billowing smoke 
pulled four additional bodies over-
night from the rubble of two Man-
hattan apartment buildings, and 
the death toll rose Thursday to at 
least seven from a gas leak-trig-
gered explosion that reduced the 
area to a pile of smashed bricks, 
splinters and mangled metal.

The explosion Wednesday morn-
ing in East Harlem injured more 
than 60 people, with searchers still 
trying to locate at least five others 
a day later. Crews used generator-
powered floodlights and thermal 
imaging cameras to identify heat 

spots — bodies or pockets of fire 
— at the site on Park Avenue and 
116th Street. Police guarding the 
scene wore surgical masks and 
neighborhood residents covered 
faces with scarfs amid the thick, 
acrid air.

“This is a difficult job, a chal-
lenging job,” Fire Department 
spokesman Jim Long said. He 
said it was “a very terrible and 
traumatic scene.”

Firefighters perched on sur-
rounding rooftops Thursday 
morning, dousing the still-smol-
dering debris from above, draw-
ing huge clouds of thick smoke 
that swirled over Park Avenue and 
wafted through the neighborhood.

Construction equipment with 
iron jaws picked up the smolder-

ing debris, first depositing it on 
the pavement, then hoisting it onto 
trucks that hauled it away. The de-
bris was a wrecked collection of 
what were once apartment build-
ings, from structural beams and 
wood to pieces of windows and 
residents’ belongings.

Searches of the street were 
completed Wednesday evening 
and no victims had been found 
there, city officials said. Work-
ers initially were hampered from 
fully accessing the building space 
because of a sinkhole caused by a 
subsurface water main break. The 
weather also posed a challenge, 
with temperatures dropping into 
the 20s and rain falling, but work-
ers remained at the site. 

 BY CHRIS TALBOTT

The Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — A suspected 
drunken driver fleeing police 
crashed through barricades set 
up for a major festival in Texas on 
Thursday, killing two people and 
injuring 23 others on a crowded 
street.

The crash stunned revelers at 
the annual South By Southwest 
music, film and interactive gath-
ering that draws tens of thousands 
to Austin each year, and where 
NSA leaker Edward Snowden had 
spoken via live video conference 
from Moscow three days earlier.

The two people who died were 
on a moped that the motorist hit 
about 12:30 a.m. as he tried to 
evade a pursuing police officer, 
Austin Police Chief Art Ace-
vedo told reporters at a news 
conference.

The driver also struck pedes-
trians in front of a club that was 
emptying and hit a cab before 
crashing, jumping out of his car 
and trying to run, Acevedo said. 
A pursuing officer shocked him 

with a stun gun and took him into
custody.

Two of people who were hurt 
have serious, life-threatening 
head injuries, according to Dr.
Christopher Ziebell, the emer-
gency department director at 
the University Medical Center-
Brackenridge. He said three other 
patients are in serious condition,
but are expected to recover.

Ziebell said the driver was 
treated for minor injuries be-
fore he was released into police
custody.

The man, whose name was
not released, faces two counts of 
capital murder and 23 counts of
aggravated assault with a vehicle,
the chief said.

 The street was full of concert-
goers just minutes before the
crash, but officials had cleared 
the street because it was a fire 
lane. Acevedo did not identify the
driver or the victims and asked
witnesses and those who may 
have taken video to contact police
rather than post it to the Internet. 
He said all the injured were taken
to area hospitals. 

 From wire reports

WASHINGTON — He spent 
months searching the Internet for 
mass murder, focusing on the mas-
sacre at Columbine, learning how 
to assemble and fire a shotgun, 
and how to build a bomb. At the 
same time, Darion Marcus Agui-
lar sought out clues to mental ill-
ness and joined a chat room filled 
with people contemplating suicide 
in their search for a way out.

The 19-year-old from College 
Park, Md., kept all of that private, 
right up to Saturday, Jan. 25, when 
at 11:14 a.m. he stood in a dress-
ing room at the Mall in Columbia 
and snapped a photo of himself 
holding a Mossberg 12-gauge. He 
uploaded the image to a blog on 
Tumblr, adding a note.

 A moment later, Aguilar 

stepped out of the dressing room 
at Zumiez, a store  popular with the 
skate and snowboarding sets, and 
randomly killed two clerks before 
firing on other  patrons, wounding 
one and sending hundreds  racing 
for cover. Then he took his own 
life.

“He knew he was sick,” Howard 
County Police Chief William Mc-
Mahon said at a news conference 
Wednesday, detailing findings of a 
six-week investigation and reveal-
ing a timeline of that  day .

 McMahon said detectives found 
no evidence that Aguilar knew the 
people he killed — Brianna Ben-
lolo, 21, of College Park and Tyler 
Johnson, 25, of Mount Airy, Md.  
Police also said it was pure coin-
cidence that Aguilar and Benlolo 
lived just blocks apart.    

Driver plows into 
crowd at SXSW

JAY JANNER, AUSTIN (TEXAS) AMERICAN-STATESMAN/AP

Bystanders tend to a man who was struck by a vehicle on Red River 
Street in downtown Austin, Texas, during SXSW on Wednesday.   

MARK LENNIHAN/AP

An excavator removes debris from the site of a building explosion Thursday in New York. Rescuers on 
Thursday pulled four additional bodies from the rubble of two New York City apartment buildings  that 
were destroyed in an explosion Wednesday.

Maryland police offer more 
information on mall shooter 

4 bodies found in NY rubble
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 BY BRADLEY KLAPPER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A Senate 
panel on Wednesday advanced 
what could become some of the 
most significant U.S. sanctions on 
Russia since the end of the Cold 
War in a bid to pressure Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin to pull Rus-
sian troops out of Crimea.

By a 14-3 vote, the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee passed 
a bill authorizing $1 billion in 
loan guarantees to Ukraine’s new 
government and allowing the 
Obama administration to impose 
economic penalties on Russian 
officials responsible for the mili-
tary intervention or culpable of 
gross corruption.

The bill stopped short of going 
after Russian banks or energy 
companies as some legislators 
proposed, giving Secretary of 
State John Kerry more leeway 
ahead of diplomatic talks with his 
Russian counterpart in Europe 
later this week.

All Democrats supported the 
measure. Republican objections 
concerned how the U.S. will pay 
for the loan guarantees and U.S. 
approval for expanding the lend-
ing capacity of the International 
Monetary Fund. House Repub-
licans, who are pushing their 
own Ukraine aid legislation, also 
voiced their opposition to the IMF 

provisions.
“Putin has miscalculated by 

playing a game of Russian rou-
lette with the international com-
munity, but we refuse to blink and 
will never accept this violation of 
international law,” said Sen. Bob 
Menendez, a Democrat and the 

chairman of the Foreign Rela-
tions panel, who introduced the 
legislation.

Sen. Jim Inhofe and Rep. How-
ard “Buck” McKeon, the top Re-
publicans on Congress’ armed 
services committees, both vowed 
to oppose the bill if it comes to the 

Senate or House floors because 
the bill cancels $157 million in 
spending for Air Force, Army and 
missile defense funds, according 
to political magazine The Hill. 
Another $157 million is cut out of 
State Department development 
assistance accounts and from the 

Export-Import Bank.
“You don’t need an advanced

degree in international relations 
to understand that the trillion
dollars this President has cut 
from our military has embold-
ened international bullies like 
Vladimir Putin,” McKeon said in
a statement.

 The vote coincided with a
strong show of support by Presi-
dent Barack Obama for Ukraine’s
new and embattled pro-Western 
government. Sitting side-by-side
in the Oval Office with Ukrainian 
Prime Minister Arseniy Yatse-
nyuk, Obama expressed hope a
Russian-backed referendum on
Crimea’s future planned for this
weekend could still be halted. If 
the vote occurs, he vowed not to
recognize the result.

The Senate bill condemns Rus-
sia’s “unjustified military inter-
vention” in Crimea and instructs
the president to target with visa 
bans and asset freezes “any per-
son … for ordering, controlling or
otherwise directing” acts that un-
dermine Ukraine’s sovereignty. 

At the behest of Sen. John Mc-
Cain, a Republican, the panel
voted to expand Obama’s sanc-
tions authorization to target
Russian government officials
complicit in gross corruption in 
Ukraine, in Russia or anywhere 
else . 

BY NANCY MONTGOMERY

Stars and Stripes

 VICENZA, Italy — Atlas Vision 
is canceled. But Rapid Trident is 
still a go.

The status of two annual U.S. 
Army Europe military exercises 
that were scheduled for July — one 
in Russia, one in western Ukraine 
— is being affected differently by 
the situation in Ukraine, which 
has been described as the worst 
crisis since the end of the Cold 
War. Th at the U.S. and its allies 
chose to go ahead with the exer-
cise in Ukraine while canceling 
the one in Russia demonstrates 
Western support for Kiev in its 
confrontation with Moscow.

On March 3, the Pentagon an-
nounced that all exercises, bi-
lateral meetings, port visits and 
planning conferences with Rus-
sia were off.

Air Force Lt. Col. David Westo-
ver, a spokesman, said the U.S. 
European Command had been 
in the planning stages for Atlas 
Vision 2014, which was to take 
place in July in Chelyabinsk, in 
northeastern Russia, and focus 
on joint peacekeeping operations. 
Because of the crisis, “all plan-
ning for this exercise has been 
suspended,”  he said.

However, planning for Rapid 

Trident 2014 — a large, USA-
REUR-led multinational exercise 
scheduled for July — is ongoing, 
he said.

That exercise, in Lviv, near 
Ukraine’s border with Poland, is 
to “promote regional stability and 
security, strengthen partnership 
capacity, and foster trust while 
improving interoperability be-
tween USAREUR, the land forc-
es of Ukraine, and other (NATO 
and partner) nations,” according 
to the USAEUR website.

 In addition to USAREUR 
troops, Rapid Trident 2014 will 
include units from Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Canada, 
Georgia, Germany, Moldova, Po-
land, Romania, the United King-
dom and Ukraine, Westover said. 
It will feature a combined U.S. 
and Ukrainian battalion head-
quarters practicing a peacekeep-
ing operation, he said. “Exercise 
planning will continue until we 

are told otherwise.”
Last year’s exercise lasted two 

weeks and included about 1,300 
troops. It focused on “airborne 
and air-mobile infantry opera-
tions,” according to a report on 
the Rapid Trident website.

In the meantime, the crisis 
in Ukraine shows few signs of a 
quick resolution. Russian troops 
are occupying the  Crimean Pen-
insula, and a disputed referendum 
there will decide whether the re-
gion will secede from Ukraine 
and eventually join with Russia.

 Westover said if relations were 
normalized between the West 
and Russia, Atlas Vision might or 
might not be rescheduled. 

“Obviously, without proper 
prior planning, conducting an ex-
ercise of this nature becomes dif-
ficult and jeopardizes our ability 
to participate,” he said.
montgomery.nancy@stripes.com

 BY ANNE GEARAN
AND KAREN DEYOUNG

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — President 
Barack Obama said Wednesday 
that the United States and its al-
lies “will be forced to apply a 
cost” to Russia if it does not back 
down from “violations of interna-
tional law and its encroachments 
on Ukraine.”

With Ukraine’s interim prime 
minister, Arseniy Yatsenyuk, by 
his side at the White House in 
the Oval Office, Obama said he 
and the international community 
reject what he called a “slapdash 
referendum” to be held Sunday in 
the Russian-occupied Ukrainian 
region of Crimea.

“We will never surrender,” Yat-
senyuk said. “Ukraine is and will 
be a part of the Western world,” 
he added, noting that his govern-
ment expects to sign an associa-
tion agreement with the European 
Union by the end of next week.

Obama’s meeting with Yatse-
nyuk, a symbolic show of strong 
U.S. support for Ukraine, came 
as Secretary of State John Kerry 
prepared to meet with Russia’s 
top diplomat in London on Friday 
in a last-ditch diplomatic effort to 
head off the deepening confronta-
tion with Moscow.

“There’s another path avail-
able” for Russia, “and we hope 
that President [Vladimir] Putin is 
willing to seize that path,” Obama 
said. “But if he does not, I’m very 
confident that the international 
community will stand strongly 

behind the Ukrainian govern-
ment in preserving its unity and
integrity.”

Even as they continued to offer
Russia a diplomatic exit, offi-
cials made clear that they doubt
Putin intends to take it. Instead,
both the administration and lead-
ing Western governments were
closely coordinating sanctions
they plan to impose as early as
Monday, immediately after the 
Crimea referendum.

“Almost a week ago, we said
that if [the Western effort] wasn’t
successful within a few days, we’d
have to consider a second stage of
sanctions,” German Chancellor
Angela Merkel said Wednesday
during a visit to Poland. The E.U. 
has already imposed visa bans on
some former Ukrainian officials.

“Six days have gone by since
then, and we have to recognize 
… that we haven’t made any
progress,” Merkel said, accord-
ing to the German news service 
Deutsche Welle. Both the E.U.
and the United States plan to
freeze assets of Ukrainian and 
Russian “individuals and enti-
ties” deemed responsible for po-
litical upheaval and corruption in
Ukraine .

Yatsenyuk said Ukraine
plans no punitive moves against
Crimea, such as cutting off water
or electricity, no matter the out-
come of the referendum. “Crimea
is an integral part of Ukraine,” he
said during a speech at the Atlan-
tic Council after his meeting with
Obama. “This is our territory, 
and they are our citizens.” 

Senate panel advances sanctions on Russia

US Army 
exercises 
discretion 
on training

US warns Russia of ‘cost’ 
for treatment of Ukraine

TARAS GREN/Ukrainian Ministry of Defense

A Ukrainian paratrooper prepares to land during a casualty evacuation 
demonstration at Exercise Rapid Trident 2013 in Yavoriv, Ukraine.

PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS/AP

President Barack Obama  talks with Ukrainian Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk  at the White House  on 
Wednesday  . 
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 BY BARBARA DEMICK

Los Angeles Times 

BEIJING — The mystery of 
missing Malaysia Airlines Flight 
370 deepened amid allegations that 
the airplane flew four hours more 
than originally thought and might 
have traveled more than 1,000 
miles away from where search-
and-rescue teams are looking.

Citing U.S. national security 
sources, the Wall Street Journal 
reported Thursday that govern-
ment personnel were pursuing the 
possibility that the plane was com-
mandeered “with the intention of 
using it later for another purpose.” 
The newspaper also said that data 
transmitted by an onboard moni-
toring system to Rolls-Royce Plc., 
the engine manufacturer, sug-
gested that the plane flew for up to 
five hours in total after its takeoff 
from Kuala Lumpur at 12:21 a.m. 
Saturday morning.

Malaysian officials at a press 
conference Thursday denied the 
story and said the last engine data 
was transmitted at 1:07 a.m., about 
20 minutes before the aircraft 
disappeared from civilian radar 
screens. Nevertheless, the Malay-
sians said they had expanded the 
search-and-rescue operation into 
India and the surrounding waters, 
the Bay of Bengal, Andaman Sea 
and Arabian Sea. If in fact the 
Boeing 777 flew for five hours 
from Kuala Lumpur, it could have 
traveled 2,200 nautical miles, as 

far as the India-Pakistan border.
The latest twist only added 

to the frustration in a 12-nation 
search-and-rescue operation that 
now involves more than 80 ships, 
aircraft and satellites searching 
through much of Southeast Asia.

“The plane vanished in thin 
air,” Malaysia’s acting transporta-
tion minister, Hishamuddin Hus-
sein, said at the press conference 
late Thursday in Kuala Lumpur. 
“We have looked at every lead 
and, in most cases — I believe all 
the cases we pursued — we have 
not found anything positive.”

Malaysian rescue planes Thurs-
day rushed to a location over the 
Gulf of Thailand, roughly halfway 
between Kuala Lumpur and Ho 
Chi Minh City, where a Chinese 
satellite detected three large float-
ing objects. However, no sign of the 
plane or the debris was discovered 
in the search and Hishamuddin 
said that the release of the satel-
lite photos by a Chinese defense 
agency had been “a mistake.”

   Until now, the search effort has 
focused on the Gulf of Thailand, 
the original flight path of the 
missing plane. But the Malaysians 
have conceded the plane might 
have made a turn because their 
military radar detected an un-
identified aircraft over the Strait 
of Malacca, off the west coast of 
the Malay Peninsula, about 330 
miles off course. Malaysian mili-
tary officials said it is unclear 

whether the unidentified craft was 
the missing Flight 370.

Among the various hypotheses 
under investigation are that the 
pilots attempted to turn back to 
Kuala Lumpur or find another 
airport, that they passed out from 
lack of oxygen after a technical 
malfunction or sabotage while the 
airplane kept heading west.

Or alternately that there was a 
hijacking attempt by a passenger 
or one of the crew.

Satellite imagery taken of the 
area that night detected no flash of 
light that would indicate a midair 
explosion.

Rolls-Royce declined to release 
details about the investigation, 
except to confirm that its engines 
do automatically transmit data to 
a monitoring center in the British 
city of Derby. The information is 
transmitted at roughly 30-minute 
intervals.

“The last transmission of en-

gine data was at 1:07 a.m. It did 
not go on longer,” said Malaysia
Airlines Chief Executive Ahmad 
Jauhari Yahya, flatly denying the 
Wall Street Journal report.

 “We can track our cars and our
kids’ cellphones, but there is no 
way of tracking planes as they 
fly around the world,” said Don
Tomas, president and chief execu-
tive of Aeron, which is develop-
ing a satellite-based surveillance
system. 

 BY ERIC TALMADGE

The Associated Press

TOKYO  — Nearly every navy with a 
presence in Southeast Asia is involved in 
the extensive search for the Malaysia Air-
lines Boeing 777 that disappeared early 
Saturday. Here are some details on the key 
responders and their capabilities:

United States
The U.S. Navy is easily the biggest and 

best-equipped Navy in the Pacific and was 
fast to participate. Two San Diego-based 
destroyers have been searching areas des-
ignated by the Malaysian government. The 
USS Kidd searched the southwest section of 
the Gulf of Thailand before heading to the 
Strait of Malacca as of Thursday, according 
to 7th Fleet spokesman Cdr. William Marks. 
The USS Pickney searched the northeast 
area, between Thailand, Cambodia and 
Vietnam before heading to Singapore for 
maintenance.

The Kidd’s two HM-60R Seahawk heli-
copters flew sorties from dawn to dusk in 
search of debris. They can search a 400- 
to 600-square-nautical mile area during a 
typical 3½-hour sortie, depending on sea 
and weather conditions and the size of ob-
ject it’s trying to find. Its onboard sensors 
can detect small objects in the water, in ad-
dition to the crew using binoculars or the 

naked eye. 
The Seahawks also have forward-looking 

infrared cameras for night use.
A Navy P-3C Orion aircraft has been 

searching over both the Strait of Malacca 
and the Gulf of Thailand. The P-3C can 
search for extended periods and cover 1,000 
to 1,500 square miles every hour. Onboard 
sensors allow the crew to clearly detect 
small debris in the water.

China
Four Chinese naval vessels are joining 

the effort. The Jinggangshan is the largest 
in the Chinese navy and has a large flight 
deck capable of launching several helicop-
ters. An air force plane was dispatched to 
search for signals from the flight’s black 
box.

The People’s Liberation Army News-
paper, run by the ruling party’s military 
commission, said Beijing also sent four he-
licopters and four civilian search vessels. 
The Kunlunshan — another amphibious 
landing ship with two helicopters — arrived 
at the designated area in the Gulf of Thai-
land early Thursday morning.

China plans to expand the scope of its 
search in the northwest toward the Gulf of 
Thailand and to cover 5,000 square nautical 
miles  in the Gulf of Thailand, the military 
newspaper said.

“That is equivalent to a medium-sized 
city, and we must be meticulous in our work 
because of the higher demands to conduct 
the search in such a vast area,” Liu Zhon-
ghu, captain of the Jinggangshan, told the 
newspaper.

On state-run China Central Television, 
PLA navy officers said the helicopters took 
off from the Jianggangshan and Kunlun-
shan to search, the ships were using under-
water sonar and robots to detect the plane, 
and the crews have been surveying the sea.

The Philippines and Vietnam
Despite its meager resources, the Phil-

ippine military immediately dispatched 
search-and-rescue vessels and aircraft into 
the South China Sea southwest of Manila 
within hours of the plane being reported 
missing Saturday.

The Philippines’ largest and newest naval 
vessel, the BRP Gregorio del Pilar, a former 
U.S. Coast Guard cutter, was deployed on 
Wednesday to replace two smaller patrol 
boats that returned to port for refueling 
and resupply, said 1st Lt. Cherry Tindog, 
spokeswoman for the military’s Western 
Command.

She said an air force Fokker 27 that 
searched on Saturday and Sunday was re-
placed by a navy Islander on Monday. A 
C-130 was deployed on Tuesday. The navy 

Islander and the Gregorio del Pilar were
both searching on Thursday.

Tindog also said all fishermen and fish-
ing boats in the area have been advised to 
help in the search.

Meanwhile, in Hanoi, Lt. Gen. Vo Van 
Tuan, deputy chief of staff of Vietnamese
People’s Army, told The Associated Press 
that Vietnam has dispatched for the first
time a helicopter to scour jungles of U Minh 
in southern Vietnam after the massive sea
search found no clues.  He said the searches
by helicopter will be widened to other jun-
gles in the south central region.

More on the way
Japan, which has been increasing its ef-

fort to participate in regional humanitar-
ian missions, said it will deploy two C-130
transport planes and two P-3C aircraft to
the area. A spokesman for Japan’s Defense
Ministry on Thursday said the transport 
aircraft are already on site and the P-3Cs 
will be deployed as soon as possible unless 
the situation changes.

Neighbors Indonesia, Singapore and
Brunei have already provided ships, and 
Singapore is planning to add more aircraft.
Thailand has contributed helicopters, while
Australia has offered two P-3C aircraft and
India is reportedly mobilizing coast guard 
vessels. 

Report: Missing
jetliner veered 
far off course

Multiple navies join in search for plane in Southeast Asia
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 BY HAMZA HENDAWI

The Associated Press

CAIRO  — Masked gunmen 
opened fire on an army bus in 
Cairo on Thursday, killing one 
soldier and wounding three in a 
rare attack on troops in the Egyp-
tian capital, security officials and 
a military spokesman said.

The bus, which belongs to the 
army’s  military  police, was driv-
ing through the capital’s Amiri-
yah district when it was targeted, 
the security officials said. The of-
ficials, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because they were not 
authorized to talk to the media, 
did not say who was responsible 
for the attack, which bore the 
hallmarks of Islamic militants.

The armed forces spokesman, 
Col. Ahmed Mohammed Ali, 
blamed the Muslim Brotherhood 
— the country’s leading Islamist 
group from which ousted Presi-
dent Mohammed Morsi hails — 
for the early morning attack.

Witnesses speaking to the pri-
vate CBC news network said the 
attack was carried out by four 
gunmen on two motorbikes, who 
sprayed the bus with gunfire as 
they approached it from opposite 
directions.

In the eight months since Mor-
si’s ouster by the military after 
just one year in office, militants 
have targeted the army and po-
lice forces in Cairo and elsewhere 
in the country, often using motor-
bikes or suicide bombers. Attacks 
in Cairo  mostly have targeted 
policemen.

The most high-profile assaults 
so far include an attempted assas-
sination on the Egyptian interior 
minister in September in Cairo 
and an attack on the Egyptian 
capital’s police headquarters in 
January, which killed at least 
five people and caused extensive 
damage to the nearby Islamic 
Museum. The interior minister, 
Mohammed Ibrahim, escaped 
unharmed but one bystander was 
killed and more than 20 people 
were wounded in the bombing.

Most of the deadly bombings 
have been claimed by a radical, 
al-Qaida-inspired group called 
Ansar Beit al-Maqdis, or Cham-
pions of Jerusalem.

The militants  also are waging 

a full-fledged insurgency in the 
northern part of the strategic 
Sinai Peninsula, a vast desert 
area bordering the Hamas-ruled 
Gaza Strip and Israel.

Egypt’s military-backed in-
terim government has accused 
the Brotherhood — which rose 
to power following the ouster of 
longtime autocrat Hosni Mubarak 
— of orchestrating much of the 
violence and has declared it a ter-
rorist organization. The Brother-
hood denies the charges, insisting 
it is pursuing peaceful means to 
reinstate Morsi.

The authorities have cracked 
down on the Brotherhood since 
Morsi’s ouster following mass 
protests against his rule, but have 
put forward little evidence link-
ing the group to the attacks. At 
least 2,000 have been killed in the 
crackdown and many more are in 
jail, including Morsi and most of 
the Brotherhood’s top leaders.

In a separate development on 
Thursday, the former chief of 
staff of the Egyptian armed forc-
es, Gen. Sami Anan, declared that 
he would not run for president as 
the public had anticipated.

The announcement leaves a 
leftist politician as the only se-
rious candidate to run against 
the nation’s military chief, Field 
Marshal Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi, in 
the vote, expected in April.

“I have taken the decision not 
to be a candidate in the presi-
dential election and that is in the 
higher interests of the nation and 
out of the realization of the dan-
gers surrounding it,” Anan, the 
former army chief of staff, told a 
news conference.

Anan played a key role in run-
ning Egypt when army generals 
took power for nearly 17 months 
after Mubarak was toppled in a 
popular uprising in 2011. Morsi 
retired him in 2012, only  to be 
ousted himself nearly a year later 
by el-Sissi.

Anan’s announcement has no 
impact on the race  because he 
is not thought to have signifi-
cant popular support. The vote is 
widely expected to be a landslide 
win by el-Sissi, who has yet to for-
mally announce whether he will 
run. Still, Annan’s decision pro-
tects the image of the military as 
unanimously behind el-Sissi. 

Masked gunmen in
Cairo kill soldier in 
attack on Army bus 

Israel: Gaza militants fire more rockets
 BY IBRAHIM BARZAK

The Associated Press

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip  — Gaza 
militants resumed rocket fire to-
ward Israel on Thursday, striking 
the outskirts of two major cities 
a day after launching the largest 
barrage since an eight-day Israeli 
offensive in late 2012. Israel has 
responded with a series of air-
strikes on militant targets.

Despite the exchanges, there 
were signs the two days of fight-
ing could subside. Islamic Jihad, 
the Palestinian group responsible 
for the rocket fire, said it had 
agreed through Egyptian me-
diation to halt its attacks if Israel 
agreed to a truce as well.

“After the Egyptian broth-
ers initiated contacts with us in 
the past few hours, we agreed to 
restore the calm,” said Khaled 
al-Batch, the group’s leader in 
Gaza. “As long as the occupation 
(Israel) honors the calm, we will 
honor the calm and instructions 
are being given right now to al-
Quds brigades, our military wing, 
about this understanding.”

There was no immediate com-
ment from Israel or Egypt, which 
has mediated similar truces in 
the past. As he spoke, the Israeli 
military announced it had carried 
out more airstrikes on “seven ter-
ror sites” in southern Gaza in re-

taliation for the rocket fire earlier 
in the day. In all, it said some 65 
rockets had been fired into Israel 
 during the past two days.

“Since yesterday, there has 
seen a substantial deterioration 
in the safety of the residents in 
southern Israel. We have re-
sponded and will continue to do 
so in order to eliminate threats as 
they develop,” said Lt. Col. Peter 
Lerner, a military spokesman.

The early morning rocket at-
tacks from Gaza set off air-raid 
sirens in the southern cities of 
Ashdod and Ashkelon. The rock-
ets landed in open areas, but flew 
deeper into Israel than Wednes-
day’s attacks, which hit  southern 
Israeli border towns. There have 
been no casualties in the latest 
flare-up.

Gaza militant groups said they 
resumed their rocket fire in re-
sponse to what they say are Is-
raeli violations of a cease-fire, 
including an airstrike that killed 
three Islamic Jihad militants ear-
lier this week.

Both sides  largely have ob-
served a cease-fire that ended the 
Israeli offensive against rocket 
launchers in November 2012, in 
which Israel and Gaza militants 
engaged in eight days of heavy 
fighting.

In Wednesday’s attacks, Gaza 
militants fired more than 40 rock-

ets at Israel in two hours Wednes-
day. Israel responded swiftly with
dozens of airstrikes against mili-
tant targets in Gaza. The rocket
attacks come during a visit to
Israel by British Prime Minister
David Cameron, who condemned
the attacks.

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu was to convene
his security Cabinet to discuss a 
further Israeli response, though
the expectations were that ten-
sions would calm down in a mat-
ter of days rather than spiral into
a larger conflagration.

“Our policy in the south is 
clear,” Netanyahu said Thursday.
“We harm those who try to harm 
us and respond fiercely to any at-
tack. The terrorist groups in Gaza
need to understand that they are
dealing with a very determined
government and a very strong
army.”

The Iranian-backed Islamic
Jihad has taken responsibility 
for the rocket fire, saying it was
meant to avenge the deaths of
three of its members killed in
Tuesday’s airstrike while firing
mortars toward Israel.

Gaza’s ruling Hamas move-
ment has not been involved in the 
latest fighting. But Israeli leaders 
say they hold the Islamic militant
group responsible because it rules
the coastal Palestinian territory. 

UN: 100K have fled Darfur strife in 6 weeks
 BY EDITH M. LEDERER

The Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS  — Ap-
proximately 100,000 people have 
fled their homes in Sudan’s Dar-
fur region because of an upsurge 
of violence in the  past six weeks, 
the U.N. peacekeeping chief said 
Wednesday.

Herve Ladsous said that adds 

to the nearly 2 million people dis-
placed by the Darfur conflict, in-
cluding 400,000 last year.

Darfur has been gripped by 
bloodshed since 2003 when rebels 
took up arms against the govern-
ment in Khartoum, accusing it of 
discrimination and neglect.

Ladsous told reporters after 
a closed meeting of the U.N. 
Security Council that he pre-

sented members with a proposal 
to improve the performance of 
the joint U.N.-African Union 
peacekeeping force in Darfur, 
whose primary role is protecting 
civilians.

U.S. Ambassador Samantha 
Power urged the peacekeepers to 
be more “aggressive and stead-
fast” in protecting civilians and 
facilitating the delivery of hu-

manitarian aid.
Ladsous blamed the latest 

violence on community strife, 
tribal warfare, competition for 
resources, a lack of money, and 
the return of men who went to 
the Central African Republic as 
mercenaries.

Last Saturday, the AU-U.N. me-
diator for Darfur completed talks 
with the leaders of two of Darfur’s 

rebel groups, seeking a solution to
the conflict.

Power noted that the govern-
ment of Sudan said in January
it was prepared to lead a politi-
cal dialogue, including all sides 
in the political spectrum as well 
as armed groups that have re-
nounced violence. She urged all
armed groups to end their attacks
and to join the political dialogue. 

ADEL HANA/AP

Palestinians walk past graffiti of rockets and an exploded Israeli tank Thursday in Gaza City  in the 
northern Gaza Strip .
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 BY REBECCA SANTANA

The Associated Press

KARACHI, Pakistan  — From 
his home off a dirt road cluttered 
with trash in Pakistan’s teeming 
city of Karachi, policeman Didar 
Ahmed’s son showed the blood-
stained jacket his father was 
wearing when gunmen cut him 
and three colleagues down in a 
hail of bullets last month.

Ahmed’s brother, Gulzar, looked 
at the bullet-riddled garment with 
a blank stare. He recalled how 
days before his brother’s death, 
they had talked about the rising 
dangers of police work as officers 
increasingly come under attack 
by criminal gangs and militants 
from the Pakistani Taliban.

“He was sitting here and told 
me, ‘The situation in the city is 
deteriorating so if something hap-
pens to me, you take care of my 
kids and family,’ ” Gulzar said.

Ahmed was one of 44 police of-
ficers killed during the first two 
months of the year in Pakistan’s 
largest city, a particularly violent 
start to the year for the police. 
The force  already was reeling 
from 166 officers killed last year 
— roughly one every other day 
and a four-fold increase from just 
five years earlier.

Being a police officer has 
never been especially easy in 
this sprawling metropolis on the 
southern coast, where the popula-
tion has surged from roughly 10 
million in 1998 to some 18 million  
to 21 million today — so much 
that an exact count has proven 
elusive to authorities.

Recent figures suggest the pro-
fession has become even more 
perilous — in large part because 
the Pakistani Taliban and affili-

ated militant groups have gained 
a foothold here, police and ana-
lysts say. Police Chief Shahid 
Hayat sa id they are responsible 
for roughly 60 percent of the re-
cent police killings.

Much of the focus on militancy 
in Pakistan since the 9/11 terror-
ist attacks in the United States 
has been on the vast northwest 
tribal regions bordering Afghani-
stan, where the army is fighting 
militants. But as fighters increas-
ingly move into settled areas of 
the country such as Khyber Pak-
tunkhwa province in the north, 
and Karachi in the south, it has 
put immense strain on law en-
forcement agencies that  gener-
ally are less well-funded and less 
well-trained than the army.

“It’s a big concern,” Hayat said 
of the killings. He was brought in 
last September to oversee a new 
campaign to bring down the vio-
lence plaguing the city. Karachi’s 
problems are extensive: extortion, 
kidnapping  for  ransom, targeted 
assassinations and car theft, to 
name a few. Newly  elected Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif, acutely 
aware of the city’s importance to 
the country’s economy, ordered 
paramilitary Rangers and police 
to bring order to it.

Police have been killed on their 
way to and from work. Ahmed’s 
family said he would put on his 
uniform at the station house so 
people wouldn’t know his profes-
sion. Grenades have been lobbed 
at police stations and vehicles. 
In two of the most shocking at-
tacks, the man dubbed the city’s 
“toughest cop,” Chaudhry Aslam, 
was killed in a bombing claimed 
by the Pakistani Taliban in Janu-
ary, followed by a roadside bomb 
that killed 13 police officers in 

February.
To be sure, the Pakistani Tal-

iban are not the only driver of
the violence in the city. Karachi
has been a cauldron of ethnic
and political tension for decades.
Political parties there have mili-
tant wings, gangs make money
through drug  trafficking, land 
grabbing and other forms of
crime, and sectarian groups tar-
get the city’s Shiite Muslim mi-
nority. Just Wednesday, at least
15 people were killed in a gang-
land shootout and six police were 
wounded.

Samina Ahmed, from the In-
ternational Crisis Group, said 
it’s not necessarily that the jihadi 
threat has grown, but that state
control  increasingly has withered
in Karachi and other cities, al-
lowing criminality and militancy
to thrive.

“Large parts of Karachi can’t
be policed effectively because
the police don’t have the means
— either the bodies or the tech-
nology,” she said. “It’s a megacity,
and megacities require efficient 
law enforcement and that is what
Karachi lacks. So is it that the ji-
hadi threat can’t be tackled or is it
that the state isn’t trying to tackle
it seriously enough?”

Religious militants have long
had a presence in the city, but it 
was generally used by them as
a place to seek medical treat-
ment, to raise money through 
bank robberies or to recruit at
the city’s massive network of
religious schools. The combina-
tion of Pakistani military opera-
tions in the northwest starting in
2009, along with American drone
strikes, drove many militants to
seek shelter here among the city’s
large Pashtun population. 

Police under attack in 
Pakistan’s largest city

Court confirms 
death sentence in 
India gang rape

 The Associated Press

NEW DELHI  — A New Delhi 
court on Thursday confirmed the 
death penalty imposed by a lower 
court for four men convicted for 
the gang rape and murder of a 
young woman on a moving bus in 
2012.

A special, fast-track court had 
sentenced the men in September, 
saying their crime was one of the 
rarest of rare cases that warrant-
ed the death penalty.

The Delhi High Court dis-
missed the appeals filed by the 
men and said it “affirmed” the 
sentence given by the lower 
court.

The 23-year-old medical stu-
dent and a friend were returning 
home from a movie when the men 
tricked them into boarding a bus 
they were joy-riding. They beat 
the friend into submission, held 
the woman down and took turns 
raping her. They also penetrated 
her with a rod, causing severe 
internal injuries that led to her 
death two weeks after the De-
cember 2012 attack.

The brutality of the crime un-
leashed a wave of public anger 
over the treatment of Indian 
women and a long-unspoken epi-
demic of sexual violence in the 
country.

All six men involved in the at-
tack were arrested soon after the 
attack.

Police say one of the men 
hanged himself in prison. Anoth-
er man — an 18-year-old who was 
a juvenile at the time of the attack 
— was convicted and ordered 
to serve three years in a reform 
home.

A defense lawyer said the men 
would appeal Thursday’s decision 
in the Supreme Court.

“These men have been falsely 
implicated,” A.P. Singh, a lawyer 
who has represented the four men 
at various times during the trial, 
told reporters.

The nationwide outcry follow-
ing the gang rape led the federal 
government to rush legislation 
increasing prison terms for rap-
ists and criminalizing voyeur-
ism, stalking, acid attacks and the 
trafficking of women. 

1 dead after ship strikes 
fishing boat in Philippines

 The Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines  — A 
cargo ship slammed into a small 
fishing boat in Manila Bay, caus-
ing the fishing boat to sink and 
leaving one of its 23 crewmembers 
dead and 10 others missing, Phil-
ippine authorities said Thursday.

The incident occurred late 
Wednesday off Cavite province, 
south of Manila, coast guard 
spokesman Lt. Cmdr. Armand 
Balilo said.

Searchers recovered the body 
of one member of the fishing 
boat’s crew, Balilo said. Ten crew-
members were missing, while the 
other 12 were rescued by another 
fishing vessel.

Cavite Gov. Jonvic Remulla told 
ANC Television that the  45-foot -

long, wooden-hulled fishing boat 
sank immediately after being hit.

Balilo said the cargo ship was 
still unidentified, but that the 
coast guard would check harbor 
records to determine which ships 
were in the area at the time. The 
cargo ship was carrying steel 
containers, according to rescued 
crewmembers from the fishing 
boat.

There have been several dead-
ly collisions in the bay’s busy 
shipping lanes  during the past 
decade, including one between 
a ferry and a fishing vessel on 
Christmas Eve in 2009 that killed 
at least three people and left 24 
missing. In May 2003, a colli-
sion between a wooden boat and 
a much larger, steel-hulled ferry 
killed 46 people. 

 China belatedly reports 
31 dead in tunnel blast

 BEIJING  — The death toll from 
a little-reported road explosion 
was disclosed Thursday to be a 
much higher 31  nearly two weeks 
after the blast shook a highway 
tunnel in northwestern China.

The city government of 
Jincheng in Shaanxi province 
said a team assembled by the 
State Council to investigate the 
blast met Thursday in the city 
to brief officials on the latest de-
velopments. It said another nine 
people were missing.

The city statement came min-
utes after China concluded its 
annual meeting of its ceremonial 
congress in Beijing, raising ques-
tions if the case had been purpose-
ly given little attention to avoid 
disruption to the convention.

The crash March 1 involved 
more than 40 vehicles, including 
those carrying hazardous mate-
rials, and a fire burned for three 
days. The scant news coverage 
largely ceased  March 5, the day 
when China’s ceremonial legisla-
tive body — the National People’s 
Congress — opened its annual 
meeting in Beijing.
 From The Associated Press

SHAKIL ADIL/AP

 Pakistani police officers escort  suspected criminals arrested recently in an operation in Karachi .



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •PAGE 14     F3HIJKLM Friday, March 14, 2014

FAITH

 BY NICOLE WINFIELD

The Associated Press

ROME  — Pope Francis’s namesake, St. Francis of 
Assisi, founded his order of mendicant friars in the 
13th century after receiving a calling from God to “re-
build my church.” Some 800 years later, St. Francis’s 
followers are rebuilding his church in the ancient tra-
dition of door-to-door begging that St. Francis cham-
pioned — but with a very modern twist.

With interest in things Franciscan at an all-time 
high, the friars who run the San Francesco a Ripa 
church in Rome’s Trastevere neighborhood have 
launched a Kickstarter online fundraising campaign 
 to try to raise $125,000 for the restoration of the tiny 
cell where St. Francis stayed when he came to Rome 
to see the popes starting in 1209, The Associated Press 
has learned.

Rather than ask for funding from the Italian gov-
ernment, which owns the church and is responsible for 
its upkeep, the friars decided on this more democratic 
crowd-funding initiative, thinking it more in keeping 
with the Franciscan tradition of seeking alms for just 
what they need, spreading the faith as they beg and 
making sure the poor are the priority.

“It seemed important to us, very Franciscan even, 
to say that today perhaps public money should be des-
tined to more urgent things, more important things 
like social issues that are affecting Italy and Europe at 
large,” said the Rev. Stefano Tamburo, 43, the  guard-
ian of the sanctuary who is spearheading the cam-
paign. “So like the friars in the past would go asking 

for a piece of bread, today we are going to ask for a 
dollar, a euro, so we can make this place as it was in 
the time of St. Francis.” 

 The Franciscan renovation calls for a thorough 
cleaning of the plaster walls of the tiny cell where 
St. Francis stayed above the sacristy. The walls have 
been caked in centuries of candle wax and soot and 
are crumbling in places. In addition, the friars want 
to restore a bug-infested Baroque reliquary over the 
spot where St. Francis slept and install new electric 
and air ventilation systems to better accommodate 
the throngs of pilgrims who have been flocking to the 
sanctuary ever since the first pope named after Fran-
cis was elected a year ago.

“We’ve seen a significant increase in pilgrims, but 
also Romans who maybe didn’t know about this place,” 
Tamburo told the AP on a recent rainy Friday inside 
the cell. “We want to provide a high-quality service, 
not just open the doors but explain how Francis lived 
in this place, and how this place can speak to us about 
St. Francis today.”

As one might expect, the cell is terrifically bare, 
with the most important connection to the saint a slab 
of rock where he purportedly laid his head at night. 
Within the confines of the sanctuary though are some 
very Franciscan services on offer: The friars are cur-
rently housing more than a dozen young homeless 
men, most of them migrants, doing what both the saint 
and the pope asked of the faithful. 

PHOTOS BY DOMENICO STINELLIS/AP

 Friar Stefano Tamburo, head of the Franciscan convent of St. Francesco a Ripa,  touches a stone believed to be used by St. Francis of Assisi as a pillow when visiting 
the convent in Rome .  The friars who run the  church  are launching a Kickstarter  campaign  to  raise  funds to restore the tiny cell  where St. Francis stayed .

Franciscans kick-start fundraising effort to restore Roman cell where saint stayed

Saving St. Francis

Background on St. Francis
St. Francis was born to a wealthy cloth merchant in the Um-

brian hill town of Assisi in the early 1180s. After falling ill and 
apparently having a prophetic dream, he cast aside his worldly 
wealth — literally stripped himself of his clothes — and decid-
ed to devote himself to the poor and to rebuilding a church that 
had fallen into spiritual ruin with priests more bent on luxurious 
living than saving souls.

Francis proposed a radically new way of living religious life 
that he believed was closer to what Jesus and his apostles 
lived — not as cloistered monks or parish priests on career 
paths but as itinerant and mendicant preachers, ministering to 
the urban poor and sick and relying exclusively on the charity 
of others to get by .

— Nicole Winfield

 This cell of the convent of San Francesco a 
Ripa is where St. Francis of Assisi was believed 
to live when visiting Rome .

The project “St. Francis in Rome: The Restoration” 
is at http://tinyurl.com/lnqhybp
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 The Associated Press 

LONDON — At London Zoo, 
good news has come in threes.

The zoo said Thursday that 5-
year-old Sumatran tiger Melati 
has given birth to triplets, a little 
more than a year after the endan-
gered tiger lost a 3-week-old cub.

London Zoo said the three cubs 
— whose sexes are not yet known 
—  arrived  early on Feb. 3.

The cubs’ first moments have 
been captured on hidden camer-
as and zookeepers are monitoring 
the three around the clock.

Teague Stubbington, a zoo-
keeper, said the cubs have hit sev-
eral milestones including opening 
their eyes and taking tentative 
first steps, and that their person-
alities are starting to emerge. 
Stubbington revealed that one has 
earned the nickname “Trouble” 
for being first to explore its den 
and  waking  the other two cubs.

Sumatran tigers are listed as 
critically endangered on the In-
ternational Union for Conser-
vation of Nature’s Red List of 
Threatened Animals. 

  The Associated Press

LONDON — Distant relatives 
of England’s King Richard III are 
launching their High Court battle 
over where to rebury the 15th-
century monarch’s remains.

The remains of Richard — who 
was killed in battle in 1485 — were 

found in a Leicester parking lot.
The government has given 

Leicester Cathedral in central 
England permission to rebury the 
king, but his relatives want him 
buried in the northern England 
city of York. The relatives — under 
the name the Plantagenet Alli-
ance — are bringing legal action 

that begins Thursday at the High 
Court against the government and 
the University of Leicester.

They claim that the government 
did not consult widely enough — 
or consider the wishes of Richard 
or his descendant — on where the 
monarch should be reburied.
 From The Associated Press

WORLD

Endangered tiger cub triplets born in London
 Sumatran tigress 
Melati rests with 

her as-yet-unsexed 
triplet  cubs on Feb. 

10, a week after 
the triplets were 

born at London Zoo  
following a 106-day 

pregnancy.
LONDON ZOO /AP

Battle continues over where to bury Richard III
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 BY YURI KAGEYAMA

The Associated Press

TOKYO  — As radiation spewed 
from Japan’s nuclear disaster 
three years ago, the top U.S. 
atomic energy regulator issued a 
50-mile evacuation warning for 
any Americans in the area, a re-
sponse some found extreme.

Gregory Jaczko, who stepped 
down as chairman of the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission in 2012, 
still believes he was right, and 
sa id the events at the Fukushima 
Dai-Ichi plant show that nuclear 
power should be phased out in 
Japan and worldwide.

“The lesson has to be: This 
kind of accident is unacceptable 
to society. And that’s not me say-
ing it. That’s society saying that,” 
he said in an interview this week 
in Tokyo, where he is giving lec-
tures and is speaking on panels 
marking the third anniversary of 
the March 11, 2011, earthquake 
and tsunami that overwhelmed 
the Fukushima plant.

Now a lecturer at Princeton 
University, Jaczko, 43, has be-
come a hit on the speaking circuit 
in Japan, where all 48 nuclear 

plants remain offline as the coun-
try debates what role nuclear 
power should play in its future.

The government is pushing 
forward with a plan to restart 
several reactors after safety 
checks, despite continuing pub-
lic opposition. Nuclear regula-
tors announced Thursday they 
are beginning the final approval 
process for the restarting of two 
reactors at a plant on the south-
ernmost main island of Kyushu.

Jaczko said he had always been 
concerned about nuclear safety. 
But so much unfolded at Fukushi-
ma that experts were unprepared 
for  that it changed his view, and 
that of the Japanese public, on 
nuclear power.

Chernobyl and Three Mile Is-
land were major accidents, but 
for Jaczko, Fukushima defini-
tively undermined industry as-
sumptions such as that multiple 
accidents were unlikely or hydro-
gen leaks would be controlled.

Three of the reactors at the Fu-
kushima Dai-ichi plant had melt-
downs, and two had hydrogen 
explosions. The idea that a plant 
wouldn’t be under control three 
or four days after an accident was 

unthinkable before Fukushima, 
he said.

“We have defined safety mea-
sures against the things that we 
kind of know. An accident is going 
to be something that we didn’t 
predict,” he said.

During the Fukushima crisis, 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion staff discussed possible evac-
uation zones of between 20 and 50 
miles, and given the uncertainty, 
opted for 50 miles, he said. A 50-
mile evacuation has never been 
adopted as a standard for disaster 
scenarios in the U.S.

Jaczko said it was luck the wind 
blew in a direction that sent much 
of the radiation out to sea.

His resignation from the NRC, 
three years into his five-year term 
as chairman, followed complaints 
about his management style. He 
sa id he could no longer support 
the licensing of reactors in the 
U.S. after Fukushima.

Yotaro Hatamura, an honor-
ary professor at the University of 
Tokyo who took part in a govern-
ment investigation of Fukushima, 
said the right decision on nuclear 
power can’t be made without ad-
dressing the what-if scenarios of 

accidents.
“A true debate is needed, but 

all we’re getting is: Are you for or 

against nuclear power?” he said,
sitting with Jaczko on a recent
panel at the Japan Press Center. 

US ex-nuclear chief: Japan 
plant’s lesson is phase out

 The Associated Press

TOKYO  — Japanese electron-
ics maker Panasonic Corp. is 
compensating employees for liv-
ing with air pollution in China.

The payment for what the com-
pany described as the “PM2.5 
problem,” referring to tiny par-
ticles in the air that at sufficient 
quantities reduce visibility and 

increase health risks, is part of a 
package negotiated annually for 
employees in China who belong 
to the Panasonic union.

Chinese cities such as Beijing 
and Shanghai have become noto-
rious for noxious air, but pollution 
pay is still relatively rare among 
global companies.

The company on Thursday did 
not disclose the amount of the 

payments, which start in April, or 
give a number for those eligible.

Panasonic employs about 
70,000 people in China and was 
among the first Japanese com-
panies to expand aggressively 
there.

It said the compensation is of-
fered to union members, but not 
to locally hired staff. 

Panasonic workers paid for bad China air

WORLD

EUGENE HOSHIKO/AP

 The skyline of the Lujiazui Financial District  is  obscured by heavy smog in December in  Shanghai . 

COURTESY OF TOKYO ELECTRIC POWER CO./AP

 Smoke rises from the Unit 3 reactor of the tsunami-damaged 
Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear plant in Okuma town, Fukushima 
prefecture, northeastern Japan, on March 21, 2011. 
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 The Associated Press

DAMASCUS, Syria — Syria’s 
parliament unanimously approved 
a new election law Thursday al-
lowing multiple candidates to run 
for president, opening the door — 
at least in theory — to other poten-
tial contenders besides President 
Bashar Assad.

The vote comes nearly four 
months before Assad’s seven-
year term as president officially 
expires. Syrian officials say the 
presidential elections will be held 
on time and Assad has suggested 
he would run again, though he 
hasn’t confirmed whether he’ll 
seek re-election.

The poll must be held between 
60 and 90 days before Assad’s 
term ends on July 17.

Syria has been ruled by the 
Baath Party since it seized power 
in a 1963 coup. Past presidential 
elections under Assad and his late 
father, Hafez Assad, were de-facto 
referendums with an Assad as the 
sole candidate.

The country held a referendum 
in March 2012 on a new constitu-
tion that allowed for a multiparty 
political system in Syria and mul-
tiple presidential candidates.

That referendum, held amid an 
escalating civil war, was part of 
gestures of reform meant to de-
fuse the unrest. The opposition 
dismissed it as an attempt at su-
perficial reforms that do nothing 
to break the president’s hold on 
power.

The bill adopted Thursday says 
only candidates who lived in Syria 
for 10 consecutive years prior to 
nomination can run for president. 
It also stipulates that candidates 
should be born to Syrian parents 
and must not have any nationality.

State television broadcast the 
vote live, but the parliament 
speaker did not say how many 
lawmakers voted for the bill.

Khalid Saleh, a member of the 
main Western-backed opposition 
group, the Syrian National Coali-
tion, said any notion that Assad 
may run for re-election demon-
strates “the uttermost disregard 
for the blood” of the thousands of 
Syrians killed.

He said in a statement that the 
election law adopted by parlia-
ment was “illegitimate” and said 
the group “strongly rejects par-
ticipation of opposition members 
as candidates against Assad in 
the presidential elections, as this 
would imply recognition by us of 
the legitimacy of his presence in 
the elections.”

The opposition has categorical-
ly refused the notion of presiden-
tial elections being held in Syria 
under the current circumstances. 
The coalition has called on Assad 
to step down in favor of a transi-
tional governing body that would 
administer the country until free 
presidential and parliament elec-
tions can be held.

The Syrian conflict, now enter-
ing its fourth year, has killed more 
than 140,000 people, sent more 
than 2.5 million fleeing for neigh-
boring countries and destroyed 
entire blocks in opposition-held 
areas of the country. 

 The Associated Press

ISTANBUL — Turkey’s leader 
on Thursday criticized protests 
being held regarding the death 
of a teenager who was wounded 
by police as an attempt to create 
chaos and influence upcoming 
elections.

The 15-year-old boy, Berkin 
Elvan, died Tuesday, nine months 
after being hit by a police tear gas 
canister during widespread anti-
government protests and slipping 
into a coma. He was injured while 
walking to a bakery to buy bread 
and was not taking part in the 
protests.

On Wednesday clashes broke 
out in Istanbul and several other 
cities after tens of thousands of 
people joined a funeral proces-
sion in Istanbul for Elvan, who has 
become a symbol of civilian resis-
tance in Turkey. Officials say at 
least two people died.

Turkey will hold local elections 
on March 30, and Prime Minis-
ter Recep Tayyip Erdogan has 
acknowledged that the results 
will serve as a referendum on his 
rule.

Speaking at an election rally 
in the southern city of Mersin on 
Thursday, he condemned the pro-
tests regarding Elvan.

“These people are fakes. They 
have nothing to do with democ-
racy or freedom,” he said. “They 
foresee the result of the elections 
and think, ‘Can we get results 

through chaos?’ ”
On Wednesday night, police 

used tear gas and water cannons 
to disperse crowds trying to reach 
a main Istanbul square, and the Is-
tanbul governor’s office said a 22-
year-old man died and two other 
people were wounded in fighting 

between pro- and anti-govern-
ment youths.

The fatality, Burak Can Kara-
manoglu, was shot in the head, ac-
cording to a preliminary autopsy 
report cited by the state-run An-
adolu Agency. 

On Thursday, about 2,000 

people converged in an Istanbul
neighborhood to protest Karam-
anoglu’s death.

In the eastern city of Tunceli,
the governor said a police offi-
cer died of a heart attack during
clashes with anti-government pro-
testers Wednesday.   

New Syria 
law opens 
elections

EMRAH GUREL/AP

Demonstrators clash with riot police in Istanbul, Turkey, on Wednesday following the funeral of Berkin 
Elvan, who had been in a coma after a police tear-gas canister struck him in the head last year .  

2 dead in clashes after Turkish teen’s funeral
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 Jeremy Lakaszcyck’s  lemon beagle, 
Maymo,  has become a “dog shaming” star 
thanks to his naturally sad or guilty face.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF JEREMY LAKASZCYCK/AP

 BY SUE MANNING

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES  — The next time you start shaking your 

finger and shouting “Shame on you!” because your dog 

chewed up your favorite fuzzy slippers, just remember that 

no matter how guilty your dog looks, it doesn’t know what 

your rant is about.

Behaviorists insist dogs lack shame. The guilty look — head 

cowered, ears back, eyes droopy — is a reaction to the tan-

trum you are throwing now over the damage they did hours 

earlier.
“Just get over it and remind yourself not to put temptation 

in the way next time,” said Dr. Bonnie Beaver, a professor at 

Texas A&M University’s College of Veterinary Medicine and 

executive director of the American College of Veterinary 

Behaviorists.
But scientific findings have not put a dent in the popular-

ity of online dog shaming sites  such as dogshaming.com 

and shameyourpet.com or videos like those posted on 

youtube.com/crackrockcandy. In the photos and videos, 

dogs wear humorous written “confessions” and often 

are surrounded by the remnants of their misdeeds. 

There is no question that in some photos, they look 

guilty of eating, drinking, chewing, licking or de-

stroying something they shouldn’t have.

Dogshaming.com was the first and is among 

the most popular sites. Since Pascale 

Lemire started it in August 2012, it 

has received more than 58 mil-

lion page views and more than 

65,000 submissions.   

“I don’t think dogs ac-

tually feel shame,” 

Lemire 

said. “I think they know how to placate us with 

this sad puppy-dog look that makes us think they’re 

ashamed of what they’ve done. My guess is that 

their thinking is, ‘Oh man, my owner is super mad 

about something, but I don’t know what, but he 

seems to calm down when I give him the sad 

face, so let’s try that again.’ ” 

Another dog owner helped get celebrities 

into the trend. In late 2011, Jeremy Lakasz-

cyck, of Boston, started putting shaming 

videos of his lemon beagle, Maymo, on 

YouTube. Four months later, Ellen 

DeGeneres ran one of them on her 

show and comedian Ricky Gervais 

tweeted it. The popularity of the 

videos soared, Lakaszcyck said. 

Maymo has a naturally sad or 

guilty face and senses some-

thing is wrong if Lakaszcyck 

speaks in a stern voice.  

“Maymo can sit for quite a 

while looking sad because he’s a 

ham. It’s natural, and he knows a 

treat is coming. His tail usually 

wags through the wait. It’s like 

he’s happy on one end and sad 

on the other,” he said. 

SHAME GAMETHE

The Internet scores a hit with dogs’ guilty ‘confessions’
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 Mall shooter said to be 
fascinated by Columbine 

MD MARRIOTTSVILLE 
— The gunman who 

fatally shot two people at a Mary-
land mall in January before kill-
ing himself appeared obsessed 
with mass murder and may have 
fixated on the 1999 Columbine 
High School shooting, even dress-
ing like one of the shooters, police 
said Wednesday.

Howard County Police Chief 
William J. McMahon said during 
a news conference that investi-
gators found no indication that 
Darion Aguilar, 19, knew the vic-
tims of his Jan. 25 shooting at The 
Mall in Columbia.

Investigators found thousands 
of searches on Aguilar’s comput-
er related to mass murder, school 
shootings, guns and explosives. 
Aguilar showed “a particular 
fascination with the Columbine 
shooting,” McMahon said. He 
also looked up websites for people 
with mental health problems  . 

 $600K is taken from 
safe at mega-church

TX HOUSTON — Authori-
ties are investigating 

after $600,000 in checks and cash 
was stolen from a safe at Pastor 
Joel Osteen’s Houston mega-
church, which has one of the larg-
est congregations in the country.

Police spokesman Kese Smith 
said Tuesday $200,000 in cash 
and $400,000 in checks were 
stolen from a safe sometime be-
tween 2:30 p.m. Sunday and 8:30 
a.m. Monday.

The theft was reported Monday 
morning by a church employee 
and an off-duty sheriff’s deputy 
who provides security at the fa-
cility. No arrests have been made, 
Smith said.

 In a statement issued Monday, 
Lakewood Church said the money 
and checks taken, as well as some 
envelopes with written credit 
card information, were limited to 
funds given during last weekend’s 
Saturday and Sunday services.

 Salmon may travel
to ocean by truck

CA SACRAMENTO — 
Wildlife officials said 

they will consider a plan to move 
millions of hatchery-raised salm-
on by tanker trucks to the ocean 
if the Sacramento River and its 
tributaries prove inhospitable 
due to the drought.

Officials fear the rivers could 
become too shallow and warm, 
affecting food supply and mak-
ing salmon easier to catch by 
predators, the Sacramento Bee 
reported.

State and federal officials said 
Monday they were watching con-
ditions and would be ready to 
implement the plan next month, 
barring heavy rains.

Salmon are usually released in 
April and May from the Coleman 
National Fish Hatchery on Battle 
Creek, a tributary of the river.

 City weighs removing 
ban on spitting

MI GRAND RAPIDS, — A 
ban on spitting in public 

in Grand Rapids could soon be off 
the books.

The Grand Rapids Press re-
ported the City Commission  plans 
to consider deleting the word 
“expectorate” from a list of pro-
hibited public acts that includes 
urination and defecation.

City Attorney Catherine Mish 
wrote in a memo that language 
was added to the code in an era 
when the use of chewing tobacco 
was prevalent and spittoons were 
common. She said the code’s 
language “did not disappear as 

quickly as the spittoon.”
Mish said she contacted local

health officials, who told her spit-
ting doesn’t pose as much of a 
threat as it might have in the past.

Mish has been scouring city 
code to find archaic rules, includ-
ing one recently on being will-
fully annoying.

 Dog credited with 
saving owner in fire

RI EAST PROVIDENCE 
— Officials said a dog

may have saved its owner’s life by
waking him up during an early
morning fire in East Providence,
R.I.

Firefighters told WPRI-TV
that the 50-year-old man may not
have survived if his dog, Liberty,
hadn’t started licking his face as
his mattress burned. Authori-
ties said there were no working
smoke alarms in the home.

Officials said the man was
sleeping when his laptop com-
puter apparently overheated and
started a fire about 4:30 a.m.
Wednesday. Firefighters said the
man suffered minor burns.

The man’s name hasn’t been
released. The dog wasn’t hurt. 
From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP
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The weight in pounds of a pet cat that an Oregon couple said trapped them in their bedroom after 
attacking their baby. Lee Palmer, of Portland, Ore., said Lex, a 4-year-old part-Himalayan, attacked 
his 7-month-old child Sunday after the baby pulled its tail, leaving the child with a few scratches 
on the forehead. On a 911 call, Palmer told the dispatcher that he kicked the cat “in the rear” 
to protect his child. Palmer said Lex then “just went off over the edge” — leading him and his 

girlfriend to barricade themselves, their baby and the family dog in the bedroom for safety. Lex was subdued by first 
responders . The Palmers say they’re not giving up on their pet and are getting it medical attention and therapy. 

 Police say bank robber 
left car keys in bank

NJ LAKEWOOD — Au-
thorities say a would-be 

bank robber was captured after 
he left the keys to his getaway ve-
hicle inside the bank.

Lakewood police say Donald 
Van Arsdale, 48, of Jackson was 
arrested Tuesday afternoon, 
shortly after he tried to make off 
with roughly $2,000 from a Hud-
son City Savings Bank branch. 
He fled the bank on foot after 
realizing he didn’t have his keys, 
and was captured a short time 
later after police spotted him a 
few blocks away.

Authorities say Van Arsdale 
dropped the money and some 
personal belongings when he fled 
from police.  The vehicle that au-
thorities believe Van Arsdale was 
driving was found in the bank 
parking lot. The keys to the ve-
hicle were found inside the bank 
building . 

 University president 
backs Sex Week event

TN NASHVILLE — Uni-
versity of Tennessee 

President Joe DiPietro is urging 
lawmakers not to pursue legis-
lation that would penalize the 
school over its student-run Sex 
Week.

In a letter this week to Senate 
Education Chairwoman Dolores 
Gresham and Senate Govern-
ment Operations Chairman Mike 
Bell, DiPietro argued that First 
Amendment protections prevent 
the school from ending the event 
that has raised the hackles of 
GOP leaders in the Legislature.

DiPietro said he is growing 
concerned that “the attention fo-
cused on this matter by the Gen-
eral Assembly is quickly reaching 
a point that will cause greater 
harm and damage to the long-
term interests of the University 
than any programming that may 
occur as result of Sex Week.”

The weeklong event organized 
by students features seminars 
and speakers on issues that or-
ganizers describe as an “aca-
demically-informed conversation 
about sex, sexuality, and relation-
ships with the purpose of educat-
ing the University of Tennessee 
student body.” 

 City to lower meters too 
tall for short people

NV RENO — The city of 
Reno was dispatching 

crews Wednesday to lower new 
parking meters that are too tall 
for short people.

It’s the latest setback in the 
Biggest Little City’s parking 
meter woes that cost city coffers 
$600,000 in lost parking ticket 
revenue when new kiosks didn’t 
work properly.

The city this month installed 
new “smart meters” that accept 
both credit cards and coins at an 
expense of $391,000. But there’s 
a problem: Short people can’t see 
the screens that show how much 
time they’ve purchased, the Reno 
Gazette-Journal reported.

  The city will cut down the park-
ing meter posts so the top button 
is no higher than 48 inches, which 
meets ADA requirements .

THE CENSUS

Plowing through an endless winter
A snowplow arrives  to clear driveways during a snowstorm Wednesday on Duke Street in Kalamazoo, Mich.  

MARK BUGNASKI, KALAMAZOO (MICH.) GAZETTE-MLIVE MEDIA GROUP/AP 
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Friday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Tex 75 44 Cldy
Akron, Ohio 49 15 PCldy
Albany,N.Y. 36 4 Clr
Albuquerque 59 41 Cldy
Allentown, Pa. 45 12 PCldy
Amarillo 66 39 Cldy
Anchorage 35 31 Snow
Asheville 60 24 Clr
Atlanta 63 35 Clr
Atlantic City 44 18 Clr
Austin 68 45 Cldy
Baltimore 55 18 PCldy
Baton Rouge 72 41 PCldy
Billings 54 30 Cldy
Birmingham 65 36 PCldy
Bismarck 42 30 Clr
Boise 57 37 Cldy
Boston 36 13 PCldy
Bridgeport 37 13 PCldy
Brownsville 78 57 Cldy
Buffalo 46 14 Clr
Burlington,Vt. 35 0 Clr
Caribou,Maine 23 -3 Clr
Casper 53 23 Clr
Charleston,S.C. 64 31 Clr
Charleston,W.Va. 61 27 PCldy
Charlotte,N.C. 62 29 Clr

Chattanooga 63 32 PCldy
Cheyenne 52 27 Clr
Chicago 49 34 PCldy
Cincinnati 57 29 PCldy
Cleveland 47 15 PCldy
Colorado Springs 53 29 PCldy
Columbia,S.C. 64 28 Clr
Columbus,Ga. 68 33 Clr
Columbus,Ohio 56 24 PCldy
Concord,N.H. 33 2 Clr
Corpus Christi 73 52 Cldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 67 44 Cldy
Dayton 55 27 PCldy
Daytona Beach 71 44 PCldy
Denver 55 28 PCldy
Des Moines 55 38 Clr
Detroit 44 20 PCldy
Duluth 40 29 Cldy
El Paso 71 49 Clr
Elkins 56 17 PCldy
Erie 44 13 Snow
Eugene 57 41 Rain
Evansville 62 35 PCldy
Fairbanks 37 12 Cldy
Fargo 37 30 Cldy
Flagstaff 53 32 Clr
Flint 42 21 Cldy
Fort Smith 70 40 Cldy

Fort Wayne 48 23 PCldy
Fresno 75 47 Clr
Goodland 59 30 Clr
Grand Junction 56 31 Clr
Grand Rapids 41 23 Clr
Great Falls 50 29 Cldy
Green Bay 43 28 Cldy
Greensboro,N.C. 58 26 Clr
Harrisburg 52 18 PCldy
Hartford Spgfld 37 10 Clr
Helena 50 27 Cldy
Honolulu 82 69 PCldy
Houston 69 46 Cldy
Huntsville 65 34 PCldy
Indianapolis 59 31 Clr
Jackson,Miss. 69 38 Cldy
Jacksonville 67 37 Clr
Juneau 41 34 Rain
Kansas City 60 42 Clr
Key West 76 64 PCldy
Knoxville 62 32 PCldy
Lake Charles 66 41 PCldy
Lansing 41 19 PCldy
Las Vegas 73 51 PCldy
Lexington 59 27 PCldy
Lincoln 60 37 Clr
Little Rock 68 42 Cldy
Los Angeles 76 54 Clr

Louisville 60 32 PCldy
Lubbock 72 38 PCldy
Macon 68 30 Clr
Madison 47 34 PCldy
Medford 62 40 Cldy
Memphis 68 43 Cldy
Miami Beach 76 54 PCldy
Midland-Odessa 79 40 PCldy
Milwaukee 48 32 PCldy
Mpls-St Paul 43 32 PCldy
Missoula 48 27 Cldy
Mobile 68 39 Clr
Montgomery 68 36 Clr
Nashville 64 34 PCldy
New Orleans 70 47 PCldy
New York City 42 17 PCldy
Newark 44 17 PCldy
Norfolk,Va. 52 26 Clr
North Platte 60 27 Clr
Oklahoma City 71 44 Cldy
Omaha 59 37 Clr
Orlando 75 45 Clr
Paducah 62 38 PCldy
Pendleton 58 40 Rain
Peoria 56 37 PCldy
Philadelphia 47 20 PCldy
Phoenix 79 55 Clr
Pittsburgh 52 18 Cldy

Pocatello 55 32 PCldy
Portland,Maine 33 7 Clr
Portland,Ore. 55 43 Rain
Providence 37 13 PCldy
Pueblo 57 32 PCldy
Raleigh-Durham 57 26 Clr
Rapid City 56 30 PCldy
Reno 66 31 PCldy
Richmond 57 23 Clr
Roanoke 54 26 Clr
Rochester 48 12 Cldy
Rockford 47 33 PCldy
Sacramento 73 45 Clr
St Louis 64 39 PCldy
St Petersburg 72 53 Clr
St Thomas 85 74 Clr
Salem,Ore. 58 43 Rain
Salt Lake City 61 39 PCldy
San Angelo 76 42 PCldy
San Antonio 71 48 Cldy
San Diego 70 55 PCldy
San Francisco 67 48 Clr
San Jose 73 46 Clr
Santa Fe 56 34 Rain
St Ste Marie 33 18 Snow
Savannah 66 33 Clr
Seattle 55 46 Rain
Shreveport 68 41 PCldy

Sioux City 56 35 Clr
Sioux Falls 50 32 PCldy
South Bend 46 26 PCldy
Spokane 52 36 Rain
Springfield,Ill 60 39 PCldy
Springfield,Mo 66 42 Cldy
Syracuse 39 8 Clr
Tallahassee 70 33 Clr
Tampa 73 46 Clr
Toledo 44 18 PCldy
Topeka 62 45 PCldy
Tucson 74 50 Clr
Tulsa 71 46 Cldy
Tupelo 67 36 Cldy
Waco 65 42 Cldy
Washington 56 22 Clr
W. Palm Beach 75 51 PCldy
Wichita 65 41 PCldy
Wichita Falls 74 43 Cldy
Wilkes-Barre 42 12 Cldy
Wilmington,Del. 47 19 PCldy
Yakima 59 36 Cldy
Youngstown 48 13 Snow

National Temperature Extremes
Hi: Wed., 88, Pompano Beach, Fla. and
Miami 
Lo: Wed., -15, Crane Lake, Minn.

WEATHER OUTLOOK

Mildenhall/
Lakenheath

60/43

Ramstein
62/39

Stuttgart
65/44

Lajes,
Azores
66/45

Rota
66/48

Morón
70/42

Sigonella
62/46

Naples
65/49

Aviano/
Vicenza
67/43

Pápa
64/38

Souda Bay
58/46

FRIDAY IN EUROPE

Brussels
60/43

Bahrain
75/67

Baghdad
67/51

Doha
83/63

Kuwait
City

74/57

Riyadh
77/57

Djibouti
86/76

Kandahar
65/53

Kabul
56/42

Manas
51/34

FRIDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST SATURDAY IN THE PACIFIC

Misawa
40/28

Guam
83/78

Tokyo
54/40

Okinawa
64/53

Sasebo
55/48

Iwakuni
58/42

Seoul
56/33

Osan
59/33

Busan
54/45

The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 

2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 

MARKET WATCH

Military rates
Euro costs (March 14) .....................$1.4320
Dollar buys (March 14) ....................€0.6983
British pound (March 14) .................... $1.71
Japanese yen (March 14) ..................100.00
South Korean won (March 14) ......1,040.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3771
British pound .......................$1.6699/0.5988
Canada (Dollar) ...................................1.1063
China (Yuan) ........................................6.1363
Denmark (Krone) ................................5.3504
Egypt (Pound) ......................................6.9627
Euro ........................................ $1.3949/0.7169
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................. 7.7656
Hungary (Forint) .................................223.50
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.4627
Japan (Yen) ...........................................102.63
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.2811
Norway (Krone) ...................................5.9223
Philippines (Peso).................................44.59
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.03
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ...........................3.7504
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.2644
South Korea (Won) ..........................1,067.85
Switzerland (Franc)............................0.8715
Thailand (Baht) ..................................... 32.31
Turkey (New Lira) ...............................2.2218
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.08
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.05
30-year bond  ........................................... 3.67

Starbucks adding digital tips via app
 BY CANDICE CHOI

The Associated Press

NEW YORK  — Starbucks will 
soon let customers leave tips with 
its mobile payment app, which 
raises the question — how often 
do people tip their baristas?

The coffee chain says the mo-
bile tipping option, which it an-
nounced more than a year ago, 
will be available on its updated 
app for iPhones starting March 
19. The rollout comes as the com-

pany’s app has surged in popular-
ity, with roughly one out of every 
10 purchases now made with a 
mobile device.

After paying with the app, Star-
bucks says customers will be able 
to leave a tip of 50 cents, $1 or $2 
anytime within two hours of the 
transaction. The tipping option 
will be available only at the 7,000 
of the roughly 11,000 Starbucks 
locations in the U.S. that are 
owned by the company.

The move puts a spotlight on 

what can be a sensitive topic for 
customers, workers and even 
Starbucks, which has faced law-
suits over how it divvies up the 
contents of tip jars among work-
ers. Some customers are happy to 
tip for friendly service, knowing 
that baristas don’t earn that much. 
Others say that they already fork 
over enough money and shouldn’t 
be made to feel like they should 
throw money into a tip jar as well.

Zee Lemke, who has worked as 
a Starbucks barista in Wisconsin 

for more than three years, said 
most customers nevertheless 
leave a tip of some sort. She said 
tips generally add between $1.50 
and $2 to her hourly pay of $9.05. 

“It varies a lot from store to 
store, even in the same city,” said 
Lemke,  30. At the drive-thru lo-
cation where she works, for in-
stance, she said, tips go down 
when it’s cold out and people are 
less likely to reach out and put 
money in the tip box that hangs 
off a ledge. 

BUSINESS/WEATHER

* Diesel EFD    ** Midgrade
For the week of March 15-21

EUROPE GAS PRICES PACIFIC GAS PRICES
Country Super E10 Super unleaded Super plus Diesel
Germany $3.749 $3.911 $4.072 $4.258
Change in price +3.3 cents +2.6 cents +2.3 cents +0.5 cents

Netherlands -- $4.805 $5.105 $5.112
Change in price -- -1.2 cents -0.5 cents -0.5 cents

U.K. -- $3.846 $4.007 $4.193
Change in price -- +2.6 cents +2.3 cents +0.5 cents

Azores -- -- $4.482 --
Change in price -- -- no change --

Belgium -- $3.929 $4.059 $4.266
Change in price -- no change no change no change

Turkey -- -- $4.445 $4.126*
Change in price -- -- no change +0.5 cents

Italy $3.899 -- -- $4.239
Change in price no change -- -- no change

Country Unleaded Super unleaded Super plus Diesel
Japan -- $3.669 -- $4.019
Change in price -- +3.0 cents -- +1.0 cents

Okinawa $3.509 -- -- $4.009
Change in price +4.0 cents -- -- +1.0 cents

South Korea $3.769 -- $4.089 $4.279
Change in price +4.0 cents -- +2.0 cents +1.0 cents

Guam $3.759** $3.919 $4.079 --
Change in price +3.0 cents +2.0 cents +2.0 cents --
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 BY GREGG ELLMAN

McClatchy-Tribune News Service

Jawbone’s new ERA Bluetooth headset 
has to be one of the lightest available and 
works fl awlessly right out of the box. The 
internal Lithium-ion battery will give 

you about four hours of use for calls, music, 
podcasts or hands-free smartphone commands. 
It charges with a microUSB connection or can 
be purchased with a charging case to double the 
amount of talk time.

Overall, the performance was great on both 
ends of the phone calls I made to test it. Using 
Siri on my iPhone was no problem using the 
ERA’s multi-function button. Callers heard 
me loud and clear, and that’s a credit to the 
Military-grade NoiseAssassin technology in 
the headset designed to eliminate background 
noise. Included with the headset 
(1.83 by 0.83 by 0.51 inches and 0.21 
ounces) are four different sized ear-
buds (1 left, 3 right) to ensure you get 
the right fi t.

They don’t look like your standard 
tips; instead they are designed with 
the natural contour of your ear for the 
comfort and stability. Once you get 
the right fi t, it stays in place until your 
remove it and there’s no need for an 
ear loop, which is a good thing since 
there isn’t one in the box.

The Jawbone app (App store and 
Google Play) lets you customize your 
headset to what works best for you 
and lets you see the remaining battery 
level. The ERA can be paired with two devices 
simultaneously.

Online: Jawbone.com; $99.99 for the headset 
or $129.99 with the charging case

The IN1 multi-tool utility case joins the ranks 
of the more innovative smartphone cases.

The case gives you a built-in mini-tool kit. 
Included are screwdrivers (Philips and regu-
lar), tweezers, scissors, a nail fi le, toothpick and 
even a pair of pens (red and blue).  They won’t 
work on heavy construction but are described 
by the company as being “helpful with everyday 
tasks,” such at tightening eyeglass screws or 
removing lettuce from your teeth.

The case itself effectively protects the phone 
and gives you full access to all controls. It in-
cludes a built-in stand for hands-free use.

Online: in1case.com; available in black, clear 
and white. As for the tools, you choose those 
colors from a choice of white, black, blue, green, 
orange and pink

The Griffi n Merchant Case plus Square 
Reader keeps track of the small device for you. 
Generally, using credit cards with the Square 

Reader on a 
smartphone is 
pretty common, 
but misplacing 
or losing the tiny 
1-inch square 
device is also 
common. Square 
has combined 
the device and 
built-in storage 
from Griffi n 
Technology. The 
silicone protec-
tive case is now 
available for the 

iPhone 5/5s with a non-slip fi nish and extra pro-
tective corners in the event of accidental drops 
or bumps.

What makes the case unique is a slot in the 
back of the case to store the reader when it’s not 
in use. All your phone’s controls and touch-
screen are fully accessible when the case is on.

Online: griffi ntechnology.com; 
$19.99

The Loop is an anti-tangling 
device designed to keep earbuds 
from getting in a tangled ball that 
most people have experienced 
when storing them in a pocket.

There’s not a lot to it; just wind 
your headphones on and wind 
them off.

It’s done by inserting the 
3.5mm headphone jack into the 
hole in the center of the Loop and 
winding the cord. The only real 
requirement is to wind it in the 
direction the slots are to ensure 
the earbuds lock on and you can 
get it off easily.

Online: ipocketloop.com; $5.95 
each or 3-pack for $16.99, avail-
able in 10 colors

WEEKEND: GADGETS & CHARTS
GADGET WATCH

Jawbone ERA headset light, comfortable

ITUNES MOVIESITUNES MUSIC APPSVIDEO GAMESSPOTIFY MUSIC
Top 10 albums on the iTunes Store for 
March 12:

1. “Spring Break 6 ... Like We Ain’t 
Ever,” Luke Bryan
2. “Lift Your Spirit,” Aloe Blacc
3. “Stereolithic,” 311
4. “Frozen” (Original Motion Picture 
Soundtrack), Various Artists
5. “G I R L,” Pharrell Williams
6. “Slow Me Down,” Sara Evans
7. “Ghost Stories,” Coldplay
8. “Morning Phase,” Beck
9. “The Truth” (Deluxe Edition), Ledisi
10. “She Looks So Perfect,” 5 Seconds 
of Summer

— Compiled by MCT

The top streamed tracks on Spotify from 
Mar. 3-9:

1. Katy Perry, “Dark Horse”
2. Jason Derulo, “Talk Dirty — feat. 2 
Chainz”
3. Bastille, “Pompeii”
4. A Great Big World, “Say Some-
thing”
5. Beyonce, “Drunk In Love”
6. Pitbull, “Timber”
7. Lorde, “Team”
8. OneRepublic, “Counting Stars”
9. Lorde, “Royals”
10. Passenger, “Let Her Go”

— Compiled by The Associated Press

Top 10 movies downloaded from the 
iTunes Store for March 12:

1. “The Hunger Games: Catching Fire”
2. “12 Years a 
Slave”
3. “Dallas Buyers 
Club”
4. “Gravity”
5. “American 
Hustle”
6. “Homefront”
7. “Anchorman 2: 
The Legend Contin-
ues”
8. “Thor: The Dark World”
9. “Out of the Furnace”
10. “Captain Phillips”

— Compiled by MCT

Game Informer Magazine ranks the top 
10 Xbox 360 games for March:

1. “Dark Souls II,” Namco Bandai
2. “Strider,” Capcom
3. “The Walking Dead Season 2: Epi-
sode 2 — A House Divided,” Telltale 
Games
4. “South Park: The Stick of Truth,” 
Ubisoft
5. “Thief,” Square Enix
6. “The Lego Movie Videogame,” 
Warner Bros.
7. “Earth Defense Force 2025,” D3 
Publisher
8. “World of Tanks,” Wargaming
9. “Fable Anniversary,” Microsoft
10. “Lightning Returns: Final Fantasy 
XIII,” Square Enix

— Compiled by MCT

Top 5 new paid apps for March 12:

ANDROID
1. Card Wars — Adventure Time
2. The Room Two
3. SpongeBob Moves In
4. Out There
5. Mikey Shorts

Top 5 paid apps for March 12:

APPLE
1. Minecraft — Pocket Edition
2. Calling All Mixels
3. Block Fortress: War
4. Bridge Constructor
5. Card Wars — Adventure Time

— Compiled by MCT

ON THE COVER: Gamers can expect incredible action and accessible 
gameplay in Electronic Arts/Respawn Entertainment’s new “Titanfall.”

Courtesy of Electronic Arts

MARVEL COMICS/AP

Marvel is launching an all-ages Infi nite Comics series, “Marvel Universe 
Ultimate Spider-Man.” The Infi nite format will be available in digital 
form only, and is aimed at audiences of animated TV shows.

IN1/MCT

The IN1 is a smartphone case that holds tiny utility tools.

GRIFFIN TECHNOLOGY/MCT

 BY MATT MOORE

The Associated Press

Two years after launching 
its Infi nite line of digital 
comics, Marvel Enter-
tainment said it intends to 

expand the line’s offerings with its 
fi rst all-ages titles as it moves to 
attract younger readers familiar 
with characters like Spider-Man 
from animated television shows.

Announced Sunday at the an-
nual South by Southwest event 
in Austin, Texas, Marvel editor-
in-chief Axel Alonso and Kristin 
Vincent, the vice president of 
its digital products, called the 
new “Marvel Universe Ultimate 
Spider-Man” digital title the 
publisher’s fi rst for kids in the Infi -
nite format.

“We’re trying to reach the next 
generation of comics fans,” Vin-
cent said. “These stories resonate 
with kids.”

By taking tales from the televi-
sion series of the same name, the 
publisher hopes the digital comics 
will fi nd an audience in kids who 
are more used to reading on a 
tablet than traditional paper.

“The storytelling just lends 
itself naturally to a tablet — im-
ages replace the other images,” 

she said, adding that while it’s not 
animation, the pages and story are 
bright, vivid and redolent of what 
kids see on television.

With the Infi nite format — a 
digital-only medium that features 
stories and art native to digital 
readers — Alonso believes kids 
will get their fi rst hands-on expe-
rience with comics in a way more 
akin to what they’ve experienced 
with TV.

“It will excite them and it’s in a 
format they understand,” he said 
of the title, which is due out later 
this year and will eventually be 
available in more than 10 languag-
es around the globe.

 Like the ongoing TV series on 
Disney XD, the Infi nite series 
will focus on Peter Parker and his 
adventures as Spider-Man. It will 
also feature other teenage heroes, 
including Iron Fist, Power Man, 
White Tiger and Nova .

“This is going to be the fi rst 
time that our Infi nite Comics 
format will feature Spider-Man 
and the team of young heroes. It’s 
a very diverse, multi-ethnic cast 
with very different power sets,” 
Alonso said. “All of them are going 
to appeal to very different types of 
kids.”

Marvel expands Infinite line
with ‘Ultimate Spider-Man’



F3HIJKLM         PAGE 23• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •Friday, March 14, 2014

WEEKEND

CHECK IT OUT
Events, entertainment and other ways to fill your free time

Latest DVD releases
touch on music, books

This week’s best bets for DVD 
rentals are “Inside Llewyn 
Davis,” a week in the life of a 
folk singer in 1961. Bonus: 
co-starring Justin Timberlake!
“The Book Thief,” also out 
on DVD, is a fictional account 
of a preteen girl who tries to 
escape the horrors of reality 
in Nazi Germany by reading 
banned books.
� More new DVD releases on 
Page 39

Don’t miss Obama’s 
Funny or Die moment

President Obama’s web appearance with 
actor Zach Galifianakis on Tuesday was 
unexpected and hilarious. Obama visited the 
offbeat web show “Between 
Two Ferns” on Funny or Die 
to plug the Affordable 
Health Care Act. While 
there, he went toe to 
toe with the actor, 
even getting in a 
shot about the third 
“Hangover” movie.
� Watch at funnyordie.com

‘300’: Rise of a sequel
If you’re in the mood for action and buff guys 
battling to the death, head to the theater for 
“300: Rise of an Empire.” Just tell yourself 
the actors’ six-packs are computer-generated 
special effects as you munch your popcorn.
� Movie reviews on Pages 24, 25

1

2 3 4

 JAY JANNER,
AUSTIN AMERICAN-STATESMAN/AP

See music’s future, courtesy of Neil Young
 Neil Young loves quality sound and he’s will-
ing to pay for it. It seems others are, too.

Young easily doubled his goal when fans 
contributed nearly $2 million in 24 hours 

to a Kickstarter campaign to fund his high-
quality service, PonoMusic.  After initially 
targeting audiophiles who remember warm 
sound, Young hopes to eventually draw 
younger listeners as he tries to right what 

he considers wrong decisions made over 
the years when production moved from 

analog to digital.
“Life has been good to me, but 

this has drained me 
right to the nub,” 
Young said with a 
smile. “So it’s really 

good to see this happen 
because now all my guys are 
going to get paid. That’s my 

happiest moment. Now we 
can keep going.”

The 68-year-old rock ’n’ roll pio-
neer gave a keynote address Tuesday 
during South By Southwest. He and 
PonoMusic CEO John Hamm explained 
why quality sound is important in the 
age of  the MP3.

They’ve created a standalone multi-format 
player for the service, which won’t work on 
cellphones, and have made high-end digital 
masters of more than 2,000 albums avail-
able for purchase in an online store. The 
triangularly shaped player  will retail for $399.
Hamm said the service is aimed at people 
who remember what quality sound was 
like before compression and other changes 
meant for ease of use erased the depth 
listeners could hear on vinyl records. Hamm 
noted the popularity of turntables among hip 
20-somethings and thinks they may too one 
day migrate to the Pono player.
“We’re really happy with this movement,” 
Hamm said. “It’s shocking how many people 
have been waiting for better music.” 

— The Associated Press

� Watch 
Neil Young explain the 
Pono player at tinyurl.com/orpjg58

PONOM
USIC/AP
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  BY ROGER MOORE

McClatchy-Tribune News Service  

King Leonidas slipped 
into legend at the 
Battle of Thermopylae, 
martyred with 300 

Spartans for the sake of Western 
Civilization and Spartan glory.

“Go, tell the Spartans, stranger 
passing by, that here, obedient to 
their laws, we lie.”

So it was too much to hope that 
someone with Gerard Butler’s 
charismatic, bellowing swagger 
would be around for the sequel, 
“300: Rise of an Empire.” His 
Leonidas and his oiled-down 
eight-pack are sorely missed, as 
are the quotable quatrains of that 
famous fi ght, the Spartan trash 
talk that sings through the ages. 
So many Persian arrows will rain 
on them that they will “blot out 
the sun”?

“Then we shall fi ght in the 
shade.”

There’s nothing that moving in 
“Rise of an Empire,” a more vi-
sually stunning but less thrilling 
epic with bloodier slow-motion 
swordfi ghts, this time at sea. It 
lacks the heroic proportions and 
poetry of “300,” mainly thanks 
to a less impressive cast and a 
murky, forgettable script.

Sullivan Stapleton (“Gang-
ster Squad”) is Themistokles, 
the Greek general who took the 
oracle’s prophecy that Greece 
could only be saved “by a wall of 
wood” (i.e., ships) to heart and 
fought the enormous Persian fl eet 
at Artemisium and Salamis. That 
prophecy, by the way, isn’t shown 
— a clever and quotably theatri-
cal moment discarded as Queen 
Gorgo (Lena Headey) relates this 

oral history.
The movie opens at the end 

of Thermopylae, fl ashes back to 
the earlier Battle of Marathon, 
then fl ashes forward to the fi ctive 
present as Themistokles rallies 
the city states and prepares for 
battle at sea as Leonidas march-
es to his fate at Thermopylae.

The Persian fl eet is led by the 
she-devil Artemisia, played by 
one-time Bond babe Eva Green, 
a seductive swordfi ghter in jet-
black hair, Egyptian eye makeup 
and ancient Persian fi shnet 
stockings. She purrs about “the 
ecstasy of steel” and demands of 
her admirals, “Is it too much to 
ask for victory?”

It is. The clever Greeks foil her 
and crush her huge war galleys 

at every turn.
Things get so bad that  Arte-

misia summons Themistokles for 
a mid-Aegean parlay. And things 
turn so hot and heavy there that 
Themistokles has to teach her a 
little Latin — coitus interruptus.

Director Noam Murro did 
the college professor romance 
“Smart People,” in no way a rec-
ommendation for directing a red-
blooded digital epic of an ancient 
sea battle. Zack Snyder, who 
directed the original fi lm, had a 
hand in the tin-eared script. It’s 
not graphic novel creator Frank 
Miller’s fault that Thermopylae, 
the basis for his “300” book, 
made for more elegiac history 
than Salamis.

But the design — a sea of grays 

and whites covered with heaving 
digital black ships and black sails 
and Persians clad in black bat-
tling Greeks in tiny brown boats 
— is stunning, an improvement 
over 2006’s “300.” And the action 
never disappoints.

It’s a pity this colorless cast 
doesn’t hold a candle to the But-
ler/Headey/Michael Fassbender/ 
David Wenham crew of the origi-
nal, and that the writers couldn’t 
conjure up thrilling speeches to 
match the original.

Go, tell the Spartans, stranger 
passing by, that these pretenders 
spoiled their franchise, and here 
their movie lies.
“300: Rise of an Empire” is rated  R for    
violence,  a sex scene, nudity and some 
language. Running time: 102 minutes. 

‘300’ sequel lacks heroic proportions, poetry of original fi lm 

Prettier, but less thrilling

WEEKEND: MOVIES

New on base
“300: Rise of an Empire ” 
is playing at the following: 
Europe
Mildenhall, Ansbach, 
Baumholder, Grafenwöhr, 
Hohenfels, Ramstein, 
Spangdahlem, Stuttgart, Wi-
esbaden, Sigonella, Vicenza 
and Brunssum.
Pacifi c
Atsugi, Misawa, Village, 
Fleet, Yokota Zama, Foster, 
Futenma, Hansen, Kadena, 
Yongsan South Post Nos. 1 
and 2, Casey, Henry, Kun-
san and Osan.
Online: 300themovie.com

 “300: Rise of an Empire” pits the Greek general 
Themistokles (Sullivan Stapleton, center) against 
the massive invading Persian forces, ruled by the 
mortal turned god Xerxes, and led by Artemisia, 
the vengeful commander of the Persian navy.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF WARNER BROS. PICTURES/AP

 Lena Headey, left, with Sullivan Stapleton, reprises her role as Queen Gorgo in “300: Rise of an Empire.”
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McClatchy-Tribune News Service  

With “Mr. Peabody & Sherman,” Dream-
works Animation sets its “Wayback 
Machine” to the early 1960s and 
charmingly revives one of the most 

popular features of the old “Rocky & Bullwinkle 
Show” — the one about a dog, and his boy.

This winning, witty and warm cartoon captures 
the fl avor, the tone and some of the snappy pace of 
the TV shorts that began with the droll voice of Bill 
Scott intoning, “Peabody here, my boy, Sherman ...”

Mr. Peabody is a Nobel Prize-winning pooch who 
“invented the fi st-bump, auto-tune and Zumba,” and 
then adopted Sherman. He’s given the boy, now 7, a 
head start on school by taking the kid time-travel-
ing. The Wayback Machine has, we can see from the
photos decorating their apartment walls, allowed 
Sherman to meet everyone from Gandhi to Einstein, 
Leonardo to the Wright Brothers. He’s given Van 
Gogh painting suggestions, caught a Jackie Robin-
son home run and short-circuited Ben Franklin.

“Where are we going today, Mr. Peabody?”
“Not where, Sherman. When.”
As long as Sherman keeps this a secret, nobody 

will be the wiser as to why he knows, for a fact, that 
George Washington never chopped down a cherry 
tree. Of course, Sherman can’t keep a secret — not 
even from the mean girl, Penny, who bullies him.

And that’s when the trouble starts. Actually, the 
fi rst “when” is ancient Egypt. Then they check in on 
Leonardo Da Vinci and try to make Mona Lisa crack 
a smile. The movie also drops in on The Trojan War.

Fans of the old Jay Ward TV show might take lon-
ger in adjusting to the new voices — Ty Burrell of 
“Modern Family” is a droll-enough Peabody, Max 
Charles (“The Neighbors”) is Sherman. But the 
witty wordplay and the pull-out-all-stops supporting 
cast start to pay off.

Patrick Warburton is WAY over the top as the 
Greek King Agamemnon, Stanley Tucci’s frac-
tured Italian makes him the perfect Leonardo, Mel 
Brooks is Einstein, and so on.

The movie takes a while to fi nd its footing, but 
then the laughs come fast and furious. 

The animated details of this Rob Minkoff (“The 
Lion King”) comedy are a 3-D feast for the eyes. 
The canvas wings of a Da Vinci glider ripple in the 
breeze, and when Peabody entertains Penny’s par-
ents (Leslie Mann, Stephen Colbert ) with a little Jimi 
Hendrix, he even plays Jimi’s Fender upside down.

Things drag, here and there. But kids will dig the 
slapstick and the talking dog and giggle at what fl ies 
out of the Sphinx’s butt, or drops from the rear end 
of the Trojan Horse. Adults will be tickled at the 
usual DreamWorks parade of one-liners, running 
gags and puns, and feel a little sentimental, espe-
cially if you’re old enough to know the true lesson 
these characters taught us on TV — the “moral of 
the story,” as they used to say:

“Every dog should have a boy.”
“Mr. Peabody & Sherman” is rated PG for some mild action 
and brief rude humor. Running time: 88 minutes. 

 BY REBECCA KEEGAN

Los Angeles Times 

 Mr. Peabody, who fi rst at-
tained fame in the series of 
wryly humorous, six-min-
ute shorts wedged between 

“Rocky & Bullwinkle” and “Dudley 
Do-Right” cartoons, is staging a career 
comeback in the new DreamWorks 
Animation movie “Mr. Peabody & 
Sherman.”

 Mr. Peabody’s second act has come 
with some cosmetic changes as well as 
personal growth. That it’s happening at 
all is thanks largely to the persistence 
of his two-legged collaborators, notably 
director Rob Minkoff and Tiffany 
Ward, the daughter of one of his cre-
ators, Jay Ward.

In the original cartoon as well as 
the new fi lm,  Mr. Peabody is a Nobel 
laureate, a master inventor and a great 
dinner party host. But Minkoff and 
writer Craig Wright have added some 
emotional depth to Peabody’s rela-
tionship with his adopted human son, 
Sherman .

Voiced by “Modern Family’s” Ty 
Burrell, Mr. Peabody has trouble 
expressing his feelings when Sherman 
(Max Charles) goes off to school. When 
a classmate (Ariel Winter) engages in 
some species-ist bullying, Sherman 
takes his father’s  time-travel device  for 
a dangerous joyride to impress her.

With stops in ancient Greece, 
Renaissance Italy and revolutionary 
France, the fi lm preserves many of 

the chief conventions of the series, 
including Peabody’s reliance on verbal 
humor.

“The adventurous thing was always 
going to be a part of it,” said Minkoff, 
who directed “The Lion King” and 
“Stuart Little” movies. “The ques-
tion was, ‘What were we going to do to 
fl esh out the story? How were we going 
to treat this as a more dimensional 
thing?’ The show was six minutes, 
the setup was super clear: a dog and 
his boy. Peabody says he built the 
time machine because a growing boy 
needs to get out, and living in Manhat-
tan is tough. So it was, ‘What do they 
do when they’re not time traveling? 
What’s the other side of the coin?’ ”

In 1958, Jay Ward, an entrepreneur-
ial California real estate agent with 
a creative itch, persuaded General 
Mills to sponsor a cartoon series built 
around a moose and a squirrel, and en-
listed United Productions of America 
writer and producer Bill Scott to help 
him.

“They were thinking all they’d need 
was fi ve minutes or so,” Tiffany Ward 
said . “After they signed the deal, they 
realized it’s a half-hour show.” To fi ll 
out the time, Jay Ward and Scott would 
have to add other serials, and cartoon-
ist Ted Key suggested one about a boy 
with a time-travel belt and a dog.

“Dad switched it around,” Tiffany 
Ward said, “and said, ‘Let’s make the 
genius the dog.’ ” 

For many kids of the 1960s and ’70s, 
including Minkoff, 51, “Peabody’s Im-

probable History” was an entertaining 
entry point to the social sciences.

“I loved the fact that Peabody was a 
teacher and that he would take Sher-
man on these incredible adventures to 
meet these crazy characters,” Minkoff 
said. “And I got introduced to these 
historical fi gures. As a kid, you’re like, 
‘This must be important.’ And you can 
laugh at the silliness of it. And then, 
of course, later you’re learning about 
those fi gures in class, and it was good 
to have a little connection to it. ”

As part of “The Rocky and Bull-
winkle Show,” Peabody and Sherman 
have lived on in syndication on cable. 
Since her father’s death in 1989, Tif-
fany Ward has developed his charac-
ters on behalf of Jay Ward Productions 
in other media with uneven results. 
There was the 1997 live-action box 
offi ce hit “George of the Jungle” for 
Disney and the 2000 dud “The Adven-
tures of Rocky and Bullwinkle” for 
Universal.

“I’ve always looked at everything 
from his perspective or how he would 
handle it,” Ward said. “Dad wanted 
theatrical movies, but he was very re-
clusive and wasn’t out there marketing. 
One of his rules was that his charac-
ters could never be seen with other 
characters, but one of my visions was 
to be in theme parks. You have to get it 
down to the next generation and have 
the interactive part. I haven’t done 
anything he wouldn’t be really proud 
of, but there were a few changes.”  

‘Mr. Peabody’ still 
has history lessons 
for Sherman, all

Mr. Peabody time-travels to 21st century for new fi lm

A dog and his boy

WEEKEND: MOVIES

New on base
“Mr. Peabody & Sherman” is playing at the 
following military facilities: 
Europe
Mildenhall, Ansbach, Baumholder, Grafenwöhr, 
Hohenfels, Ramstein, Spangdahlem, Stuttgart, 
Vilseck, Wiesbaden, Aviano, Sigonella, Vicenza 
and Brunssum.
Pacifi c
Showboat, Village, Benny Decker, Negishi, 
Yokota, Zama, Foster, Kadena, Yongsan South 
Post Nos. 1 and 2, Henry and Osan.
Online: mrpeabodyandsherman.com

Check movie listings for base theaters at stripes.com/military-life

Mr. Peabody, the 
most accomplished 
dog in the world, and 
his mischievous boy, 
Sherman, use their 
time machine to go on 
the    most outrageous 
adventures known 
to man or dog. After 
Sherman misuses the 
time machine,  Mr. 
Peabody must come 
to the rescue before 
events of the past, 
present and future 
are forever altered 
in “Mr. Peabody & 
Sherman.”
 Photos courtesy of 
DreamWorks Animation/AP
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Stars and Stripes

At fi rst glance, “Titan-
fall” is both amazing 
and intimidating. 

The fast-paced action 
mixes gunplay, parkour, giant ro-
bots and a multitude of explosions 
in a wild fl urry of activity that’s 
far more exhilarating than the 
typical shooter fare. But it also 
might seem a bit overwhelming 
— like the sort of game that could 
be mastered only by the most 
overly caffeinated joystick junky. 
Fortunately, the game offers 
the best of both of these worlds: 
incredible action and accessible 
gameplay.

The sci-fi  shooter was de-
veloped for Electronic Arts by 
Respawn Entertainment, a com-
pany formed by developers who 
helped create “Call of Duty.” The 
game is currently available for 
the Xbox One and PC and will be 
available at the end of the month 
for Xbox 360.

“Titanfall” is set on the fron-
tier of known space, where the 
Interstellar Manufacturing Corp. 
doesn’t hesitate to use force to 
get things done. The company’s 
methods raise the hackles of 
some of the region’s settlers, who 
decide to form a militia to stand 
up to IMC. 

The game sidesteps single-
player action altogether and tells 
its story through a multiplayer 
campaign. Unfortunately, the 
storyline isn’t much more than a 
thin thread that gives the barest 
of details about the confl ict and 
its heroes. Each mission starts 
with a quick voiceover and 
cutscene and contains snippets 
of dialogue that advance the 
narrative. But once the shooting 
starts, you’d be hard-pressed 
to tell the difference between a 
campaign mission and a regular 
multiplayer match.

But concerns about the sto-
ryline are likely to be forgotten 
once the action begins.

In both the campaign and in 
the regular multiplayer mode, 
missions feature six-on-six 
competition in a variety of 
deathmatch and capture-the-fl ag 
formats. In addition to player 
characters, each side is provided 
with a handful of computer-
controlled soldiers who provide 
more targets and minor chal-
lenges without the chaos that 
would ensue if additional players 
were involved.

Each player can fi ght in two 
modes: as an agile infantryman 
or as the pilot of a large mecha-
nized Titan. It’s this blend of 
playing styles, plus an innovative 
movement system and well-de-
signed maps that set “Titanfall” 
apart from other shooters.

Matches begin with players 
being dropped onto the battle-
fi eld as foot soldiers known as 
“pilots,” since they also pilot 
Titans. 

While most of these troops 
look like they could inhabit 
almost any sci-fi  shooter, there’s 
one key difference: the jetpack. 
This gadget enables pilots to 
sprint along vertical surfaces, 
leap atop buildings and com-

plete enormous double-jumps 
that carry them great distances. 
First-time viewers might suspect 
that theses actions are diffi cult 
to execute, but a smooth and effi -
cient control system makes them 
a breeze to pull off.

And with a little practice, you 
can execute some pretty impres-
sive maneuvers. For example, I 
was watching as a friend leaped 
atop an enemy Titan, trying to 
take out the pilot. As his vehicle 
took damage, the enemy decided 
to eject, a move that also pro-
pelled my friend skyward. In 
midair, my friend spun around 
and blasted his foe before he hit 
the ground. Defi nitely cool.

The maps have been designed 
to take advantage of the pilots’ 
abilities, offering plenty of build-
ings with multiple fl oors and 
many access points.

All of this creates a game of 
maneuver on a variety of vertical 
and horizontal planes that is as 
fun to watch as it is to play.

While the Titans aren’t as 
agile as foot soldiers, they aren’t 
the lumbering mechs of bygone 
games. Titans can run, crouch 
and dodge almost as well as the 
soldiers in a typical shooter.  

Titans generally aren’t avail-
able until a game is a few min-
utes old. After you take out an 
enemy or two, you’ll be informed 
that your Titan will soon be 
available. You can reduce your 
wait time by eliminating more 
enemies.

When you call down a Titan, 
the mech will come roaring 
down from orbit and land at the 
designated spot with a satisfying 
thud. It remains cocooned in a 
force fi eld for several seconds so 
you have time to climb aboard 

and get your bearings. Then, it’s 
time to fi ght.

Fights between Titans are 
massive brawls featuring chain 
guns, cannons, electrical weap-
ons, giant grenades and missiles. 
Mechs also can use force shields 
to catch ordnance in fl ight and 
hurl it back at their assailants. 
If things get close and personal, 
the battle might even involve 
fi sticuffs — which often ends with 
one Titan pilot being pulled from 
his mech and hurled across the 

battlefi eld by the victor.
When piloting a mech, your 

main targets will probably be 
other Titans, but you’re sure to 
spend almost as much time blast-
ing and stomping foot soldiers. 
While the little people might be 
squishy, they still present a lot 
of danger. Foot soldiers can chip 
away at your mech with a Side-
winder gun, interfere with your 
vision by using electromagnetic-
pulse grenades or deal a crippling 
blow with a rocket. However, 

the biggest danger is having an 
enemy climb onto your Titan 
and start unloading his weapon 
into your electronics. Your only 
options are to exit your mech and 
shoot the offender or unleash a 
cloud of “electric smoke,” which 
can fry him. However, the second 
option is available only if you 
decide to equip it at the expense 
of the force shield that can catch 
enemy ordnance.

Although these elements 
elevate “Titanfall” above 
other shooters, developers 
didn’t forget to spend time 
on providing an excellent ar-
senal for those on the ground.

On foot, you are equipped 
with a primary weapon, a pis-
tol and an anti-Titan weapon. 

Primary weapons include 
shotguns, submachine guns, 
assault rifl es, sniper rifl es and 
something known as a smart 
pistol. Most of these weapons 
could come straight out of almost 
any shooter. On the other hand, 
smart pistols are a bit unusual. 

As you aim down the barrel, they 
will lock on to any enemies who 
appear in the sights. When you 
squeeze the trigger, it will fi re a 
round for each lock. Computer-
controlled characters require just 
one lock, but player characters 
require three. The need to gain 
three locks on players and the 
weapon’s limited range keep it 
from feeling overpowered. 

In fact, all of the weapons 
seemed to be well-balanced 
— even after being equipped 
with scopes, silencers and other 
attachments that can be unlocked 
by gaining experience. I never 
felt like someone gained a cheap 
kill on me — something that I 
could never say about a “Call of 
Duty” game.

The graphics are sharp, de-
tailed and vibrant, which makes 
the frenzied combat easy to 
follow. The character renderings 
and animations are very lifelike 
and appealing. And the settings 
— ranging from cities to weird 
planets inhabited by dragon-like 
creatures — are packed with the 
kind of texture and detail that 
make them look realistic .

Aside from the thin storyline, 
my only gripe about “Titanfall” 
concerns the matchmaking 
system. In some games, a side 
can be left with only four or fi ve 
members instead of six. This is 
rare in regular matches but was 
relatively common in campaign 
missions. This leaves that side 
at a tremendous disadvantage. 
When I was on the short end, I 
would have happily waited a little 
longer for each side to fi ll out.

The game gets a Mature rating 
because of violence and blood, but 
it’s pretty tame compared to most 
of the other shooters out there.

Bottom line: A  “Titanfall” is 
one of the most innovative and 
entertaining shooters to arrive on 
the scene in years.

Platforms: Xbox One, Xbox 
360 (in late March), PC

Online:  titanfall.com

WEEKEND: VIDEO GAMES

Rise of the giants
‘Titanfall’ brings big action to the Xbox One

Overall grade: A

Many more staff-written game reviews at stripes.com/military-life

Photos courtesy of Electronic Arts

In the online multiplayer sci-fi  shooter “Titanfall,” players can fi ght in two modes: as 
an agile infantryman or the pilot of a large mechanized Titan.  
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Stuttgart museum night
Culture buffs in the Stuttgart, 

Germany, area will want to head 
to the city Saturday night as a va-
riety of public spaces open their 
doors to late-night visitors  for the 
Langen Nacht der Museen, or 
Long Night of Museums.

About 90 museums, art galler-
ies, artists’ studios, archives, his-
torical buildings and industrial 
landmarks will  participate. Each 
site will host a tour, workshop, 
concert or other activity. 

Classic autos will course 
through the city between the 
Schlossplatz and auto museums; 
tours are available through 
rooms usually off-limits to the 
public at the Neues Schloss; and 
the long-shuttered bunker hotel 
on Marktplatz will reveal how 
guests there once lived. A dance 
night at the Mercedes-Benz Mu-
seum carries on until 4 a.m. 

Free hop-on, hop-off shuttle 
buses will ferry  visitors between 
sites, with six routes offered. 

Event hours are  7 p.m. to 2 
a.m. About 10 venues will offer 
special activities for children, 
including handicraft workshops. 
The family-friendly program 
kicks off at 3 p.m. 

An adult ticket bracelet, which 
costs 17 euros, entitles the holder 
to bring along one child free of 
charge; additional children ages 
6-14 pay 6 euros each. There is 
no charge for ages 5 and  younger. 

The majority of  venues will 
sell museum night tickets, which 
are also valid for use of the city’s 
VVS public transportation net-

work throughout the night. 
Find the program at 

lange-nacht.de.

Eggs at Eltville
A visit to the International 

Rheingau Easter Egg market in 
Eltville, Germany, provides not 
only the opportunity to check out 
an array of sumptuously deco-
rated eggs, but also the chance to 
discover the  Eberbach Mon-
astery, tucked into the rolling 
hills north of the Rhine River. 
Eberbach Monastery might be 
familiar to movie buffs as the 
location of the 1986 fi lm “The 
Name of the Rose” starring Sean 
Connery.

On Saturday and Sunday, the 
market will host more than 75 
exhibitors from some 15 coun-
tries showing their eggy, spring-
themed wares. Creative kids can 
try egg painting in their own 
special room. Thirsty guests can 
enjoy a glass of wine from the re-

gion’s vintners or indulge in the 
beloved German afternoon break 
tradition of coffee and cake. 

Adults pay 5 euros for entry; 
those up to age 12 enter for free. 
The market opens at 11 a.m. 
Saturday and at 10 a.m. Sunday 
and runs until 6 p.m. both days. 
To avoid the massive headache 
of parking, organizers suggest 
taking a bus that departs hourly 
from the Eltville am Rhein train 
station starting at 8:59 a.m. The 
bus returns to the station hourly 
at 39 minutes past the hour. 

Vineyards at night
While Bad Dürkheim’s famed 

autumn Wurstmarkt puts it 
fi rmly on many a tourist’s radar, 
the compact spa city is worth a 
visit throughout the year, all the 
more so on Friday and Saturday, 
as it hosts two evenings wine-
lovers and hikers are bound to 
enjoy: Weinbergnacht. 

Described as the largest and 
most colorful open air wine-tast-
ing of the Palatinate region, a 
three-mile path will take walkers 
through  inventively illuminated 
vineyards. En route, 24 wine-
makers across 13 stopping points 
will present top vintages , with 
more than 70 wines to choose 
from. 

The event is organized around 
the concept of sampling a wide 
assortment of the area’s best 
wines. Participants buy a “wine 
pass” containing 15 mini-vouch-
ers that may be exchanged for 
a .05-liter sample. Wines are 
served only in the offi cial event 
glass included with the purchase 

of the pass. Those who fall in 
love with a certain Sekt or wine 
may turn in another voucher for 
a top-up of the same. The stands 
also will offer crepes, bratwurst, 
soups and other treats. Kids are 
welcome, and they get their own 
glass, which will be fi lled with a 
free non-alcoholic beverage. 

Organizers strongly suggest 
starting the tour at station No. 1, 
the Stadtgärtnerei, and exercis-
ing caution along the route by 
using fl ashlights and headlamps 

to navigate the  darker stretches.
Wine passes will be for sale 

at the north end of the centrally 
located Wurstmarktplatz and 
will cost 19 euros. Hours are 6 to 
11 p.m. Friday and 5 to 11 p.m. 
Sunday. 

For more information, see 
tinyurl.com/lgpgv5a. 

Pink blossom peeping
As spring progresses, Bad 

Dürkheim could also serve as the
starting point for a scenic drive 
along the German Wine Road. 
From there, a 50-mile  marked 
route meandering toward the 
French border is referred to 
as the Mandelpfad, or Almond 
Path. In the weeks to come, day 
trippers will delight at the sight 
of tender pink spring blossoms, 
visible even before the fi rst big 
bursts of green come out to 
brighten the tired landscape. 

A well-timed afternoon out-
ing would allow for viewing the 
spring blooms, perhaps best 
enjoyed by a stroll through one 
of the groves. Returning home 
in the evening, one can view 
the area’s landmarks, includ-
ing castles, public buildings and 
churches, illuminated in cheery 
shades of pink. About 20 sites 
 will keep the lights on for visitors 
through April 27. 

Plan an outing by visiting 
 mandelbluete-pfalz.de. Although 
the site is in German, a down-
loadable brochure indicates the 
route, locations of the almond 
groves and the sites to be lit up in 
a rosy glow. 
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In a celebratory mood, Irish and non-Irish alike descend on Dublin for the annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade and Festival.

GO GREEN:
St. Patrick’s Day in Dublin

The St. Patrick’s Festival roars into Dub-
lin on Friday through Monday, when the 
city celebrates the best of Irish and interna-
tional talent. For the fi rst time, the festival 
has a three-year theme, “Past, Present and 
Future,” with this year focusing on the past. 

 Regular events, such as the Festival 
Céilí, Treasure Hunt and Big Day Out, 
return to this year’s program. For the third 
year, the cultural program “I Love My 
City” offers locals and visitors a chance to 
experience artists from a variety of disci-
plines, including poetry, dance, visual art, 
fi lmmaking, history, literature, music and 
theater, performing in historical locations.

The Céilí, a unique outdoor celebration of 
traditional Irish dance, will kick things off 
at 4:30 p.m. Friday at St. Stephen’s Green. 
The Treasure Hunt at 10 a.m. Saturday 
takes hunters on a free, fun-fi lled trail 
winding through a collection of Dublin’s 
landmark buildings and venues.

The Big Day Out on Sunday focuses on 
family fun with street performances, theat-
rics, Irish-language events, workshops, fun 
zones, children’s events, music and open-air 
shows. 

On Monday at noon,  the main event of the 
festival, the St. Patrick’s Festival Parade, 
starts its tour of the city at Parnell Square 
with the theme “Let’s Make History.”

Plan a visit at stpatricksfestival.ie.

MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

A Sorbian artist at a past 
Rheingau Easter Egg Market 
uses wax to decorate an egg 
with traditional Sorbian patterns. 
The Sorbs are a slavic minority 
living in eastern Germany near 
the border with Poland.

F3HIJKLM         PAGE 27• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •



Friday, March 14, 2014

BY KENT HARRIS

Stars and Stripes

It ain’t the Mall of America.
But Tiare Shopping, the 

largest retail complex in 
northeastern Italy, is no 

slouch when it comes to shopping 
options, either.

More than 170 shops will be 
featured in the mall just off the 
A4 autostrada in the town of 
Villesse, about an hour’s drive 
east of Aviano Air Base, if all the 
retail spaces become occupied. 
There are more than 4,000 park-
ing spaces. And one of the anchor 
tenants — Ikea — is almost a 
mall in itself.

There’s a bit of an American 
feel as well. Architecturally, it’s 
similar to a host of American 
malls. McDonald’s occupies a 
spot at the edge of the food court. 
Foot Locker is represented. So is 
Game Stop. It’s very American 
in its business hours: 9 a.m. to 9 
p.m. seven days a week. 

Signs in English are sprin-
kled throughout. Of course, 
the English signs aren’t there 
necessarily to attract American 
customers. The borders of Slove-
nia and Croatia, many of whose 
residents speak English when 
visiting Italy, are closer than the 
U.S. Air Force base. And it’s not 
hard to spot license plates from 
those countries during a typi-
cal visit. The Austrian border 
is about as close as Aviano. The 
mall hopes to attract 6 million 
visitors a year from within Italy 
and without.

Ikea, the furniture and home 
decor giant, is about as inter-
national as it gets. The H&M 
clothing store is also well known 
to many on both sides of the 
Atlantic Ocean. There is a host 
of popular Italian chains. Me-
diaWorld, Scarpe&Scarpe, the 
UCI cinemas and the Ipercoop 
supermarket hold prominent 
places. But there are several 
smaller outlets, ranging from 
Alcott to Zuiki, that might not be 
so well-known. About 90 percent 
of the retail space is occupied 
or reserved for businesses who 
have  signed leases.

Ikea, which opened at the site 
as a stand-alone store in 2009 
before the mall made its debut 
in December, has the largest 
presence. A company that works 
closely with the Swedish home 
furnishings giant — Inter Ikea 
Centre Group — owns the mall, 
which is reported to be the fi rst 
in Italy to incorporate an Ikea 
store. Other malls housing an 
Ikea store are under construc-
tion, including one near Brescia, 
west of Vicenza.

Retail shops take up two fl oors 
of Tiare Shopping, which offers 
a ground-fl oor parking garage. 
Another parking level, below 
ground, is still under construc-
tion. 

More than 30 clothing stores 
make up the largest chunk of 

retail space, though restaurants 
aren’t too far behind. There are 
more than 20 , mostly located 
in the food court next to the 
seven-screen cinemas (which, 
unfortunately for English speak-
ers, show movies only in Italian). 
Roadhouse Grill, a chain that of-
fers an Italian take on American 
cuisine, sits across the hallway 
from McDonald’s.

Much of the mall’s literature 
focuses on making the visit a 
family experience. There are 
several play areas indoors and 
outdoors for younger kids. Ikea 
has its own area for child care. 
There’s a toy store, pet shop and 
other venues for those a bit older. 

And, speaking of pet stores, 
several dogs on leashes were 
spotted during a recent visit. 
They had plenty of room to walk 
while their larger friends added 
packages and lightened their 
wallets.
harris.kent@stripes.com

Mall east of Aviano welcomes shoppers every day of the week 

Shop American style

DIRECTIONS
Tiare Shopping is in 
Villesse, Italy, off the 
A4 autostrada between 
Mestre and Trieste. Take 
the exit for the A34 (Vil-
lessse/Gorizia). Follow the 
brown and yellow signs for 
centro commerciale from 
there. There’s a toll of 5.30 
euros from Portogruaro to 
the exit.

TIMES
The mall is open from 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m. daily. Ikea is 
open from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
daily. Movies (in Italian) 
start at 2 p.m.

COSTS
It’s free to park and walk 
around the mall. Getting 
food or merchandise from 
the businesses will, of 
course, cost you.

FOOD
There are about two dozen 
options, from snacks to 
sit-down meals. One good 
choice is Roadhouse Grill, 
a chain that features 
American-style food 
(steaks and burgers) with 
an Italian twist. It offers 
large portions at fairly 
reasonable prices. 
McDonald’s is across the 
aisle. 
There are multiple smaller 
places in the food court of-
fering various specialties. 
Ikea has its own restau-
rant.

INFORMATION
There’s an information 
desk located in one of 
the public areas on the 
ground fl oor near the main 
entrance (on the far side 
of the mall from Ikea). 
English is spoken. 
There’s also a website (in 
Italian) where potential 
customers can sign up for 
a mall newsletter and get 
more information about 
special upcoming events: 
tiareshopping.com, in 
Italian.

— Kent Harris

ON THE QT

EuropeWEEKEND: QUICK TRIPS

PHOTOS BY KENT HARRIS/Stars and Stripes

Tiare Shopping near Villesse, Italy, features a ground-fl oor parking garage, two stories of shops and 
several spacious public areas. Shoppers are never far from a restroom.

A red logo featuring a smiling  
shopping bag grabs attention on 
the top of the shopping center.

The Tiare Shopping complex is the largest mall in northeastern Italy 
and is open from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. seven days a week. It offers more 
than 4,000 parking spaces and another parking level is being built.

Much of the mall’s literature focuses on making the visit a family 
experience. There are several play areas indoors and outdoors for 
younger kids. Ikea has its own area for child care. Some shoppers 
even bring the family dog on a leash.
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WEEKEND: FOOD & DINING

BY ELIZABETH KARMEL

The Associated Press

St. Patrick’s Day is a 
great excuse for an all-
day party in cold and 
dreary March.

I’ve created various recipes 
to help get in the mood. This 
year I decided to focus on a 
staple of the Irish diet, the po-
tato. And in honor of the saint, 
I made it a naturally “green” 
 recipe.

I make these potatoes all 
year because it’s one of those 
simple recipes that everyone 
asks for. You set the potatoes 
on a rack set over a baking 
sheet in the oven so the heat  
circulates around them, crisp-
ing them perfectly.

They come out crunchy on 
the outside and soft and silky 
inside. They get even better 
when tossed in a green herb 
and garlic sauce.

ROASTED ‘GREEN’ 
POTATOES

Ingredients
24 small red potatoes, 

halved
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 teaspoon kosher salt
For the sauce:
4 cups lightly packed 

chopped curly parsley (1 to 2 
bunches)

2 cups fresh basil (or blend 
of fresh herbs)

3 to 5 cloves garlic, minced
1 teaspoon kosher salt
½ teaspoon ground black 

pepper
½ teaspoon red pepper 

fl akes
2 tablespoons minced shal-

lot or onion
¾ cup olive oil
¼ cup lemon juice
Directions
Heat the oven to 350 F.
Place the potatoes in a large 

bowl or large zip-close plastic 
bag. Drizzle with olive oil and 
toss to coat. Sprinkle with salt 
and toss again to coat evenly.

Set a wire rack over a 
rimmed baking sheet and 
place the potatoes on the rack. 
Cook for 40 to 50 minutes, 
or until the potato skins are 
lightly puffed and the insides 
are tender. You do not need 
to turn the potatoes during 
cooking.

Meanwhile, prepare the 
sauce. In a blender or food 
processor, combine all 
ingredients and pulse until 
chopped well but not liquefi ed.
For a blender, it’s best to start 
with the liquid ingredients 
and end with the parsley.

As soon as the potatoes are 
done, transfer them to a large 
serving bowl. Drizzle the 
sauce, about ¼ cup at a time, 
over the potatoes and toss well 
to coat. Serve immediately or 
refrigerate and serve later.
Makes six servings. 140 calories per 
serving of potatoes ; 100 calories 
per 2 tablespoons of sauce.

BY MATT MILLHAM

Stars and Stripes

O
n television, stories 
about Africa tend to 
highlight whatever 
new tragedy is un-
folding there. 

But I’d like to shine a spotlight 
on one of the continent’s better 
features: East African cuisine.

Safari, a new restaurant in 
Kaiserslautern, serves up a 
range of Eritrean and Ethiopian 
dishes that are welcome diver-
sions from the Continental, Asian 
and knockoff American fare that 
are the city’s bread and butter. 

With the restaurant’s signa-
ture dish — the Safari — spicy 
chicken, beef, lamb and lentils 
come in heaps. The ingredients 
are fresh, the meat tender  and  
the fl avors rich without beating 
the taste buds into submission.

I t’s hard  to describe the food  
because it doesn’t  have any 
Western or Asian peers to which 
it can be easily compared. Many 
of the meat dishes can probably 
be classifi ed as curry-seasoned 
stews, while one of the appe-
tizers, the sambosa, is a close 
cousin to the Indian samosa.

Added to the joy of the food 
is the novelty of eating 
it the traditional way. 
Diners who are new to 
East African cuisine 
get a quick lesson in 
eating with their hands 
using injera — a sort 
of spongy crepe like 
fl atbread — as an edible 
utensil. After the short 
class is over, it’s time to 
dig in.

Eating can be a little 
bit messy, but don’t 
worry. Finishing school 
graduates and others 
who prefer to eat with 
forks and knives still 
have that option.

Those who want to 
wander a little farther 
off the beaten path, 
though, can try an 
African-inspired beer, 
 served in a gourd.

While it’s possible to 
get individual portions, 
the best things on Safari’s menu 
are its platters.

The platter for two comes with 
two entrees; the platter for three, 
three; the platter for four — yup, 
there’s a pattern here: four 
 entrees. That’s where the menu 
maxes out. Just to point out the 
obvious, though, for those who 
like variety, it pays to dine with 
friends.

Like the injera, the platters 
present an enjoyable novelty 
—  eating from a communal plate. 
For some, this can spark a horde 
of anxieties. Will I come off look-
ing like a pig? What if I forget the 
sharing lessons I got in kinder-
garten? If I don’t jam it down 
quickly, will I get enough to eat? 
Rest assured, it’ll be hard to go 
home hungry.
millham.matthew@stripes.com
Twitter: @mattmillham

After Hours: Germany Potatoes go 
green for
St. Paddy’s

Location: Humboldt 
Strasse 31-35, 
Kaiserslautern, Germany.
 Hours: 4 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
Monday to Friday; 4:30 
p.m. to 2 a.m. Saturday and 
Sunday. 
Food: Eritrean and 
Ethiopian.
Dress: Casual.
Costs: Appetizers from 3 
euros; vegetarian entrees 
from 6.50 euros; meat 
entrees from 9.50 euros; 
multiperson platters from 
9 euros per person.

— Matt Millham

SAFARI

PHOTOS BY MATT MILLHAM/Stars and Stripes

Patrons at the Safari Restaurant in Kaiserslautern, Germany, dig into the Safari, a platter for four 
featuring a spicy beef stew, cubed lamb with onions and herbs, a succulent chicken stew and lentils and 
vegetables in Eritrean spices, all served and eaten with “injera,” an East African fl atbread.

Stripes reporter Heath Druzin drinks a Dju Dju-brand palm lager beer. 
Inspired by Africa, the beer is brewed in Belgium for a German company.

The sambosa is a pastry fi lled with vegetables and chicken or lamb, similar to an Indian samosa. 

F3HIJKLM         PAGE 29• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •



Friday, March 14, 2014

BY MICHAEL ABRAMS

Stars and Stripes

When 40 bulb growers 
from the Lisse area 
of the Netherlands 
got together in 1949 

to hold a fl ower exhibit at what 
was once a 15th-century hunting 
estate, they probably didn’t know 
that they were creating one of 
Holland’s biggest attractions.

When Keukenhof opens its 
gates for the 65th time on March 
20, it will be just that — an an-
nual attraction that draws about 
800,000 visitors. 

The only things more numer-
ous than the people at Keukenhof 
will be the stars of the show, the 
fl owers. 

Today’s nearly 90 bulb grow-
ers have planted more than 7 
million tulips, daffodils, crocuses 
and hyacinths in the nearly 80 
acres of blooming gardens and 
exhibit halls.

Tulips fi rst arrived in Holland 
from Constantinople — today’s 
Istanbul — in 1593. Brought by 
the Austrian botanist Carolus 
Clusius, the bulbs were expen-
sive and only the rich could af-
ford them for their gardens.

But in the 17th century, a 
“tulip mania” swept across 
Holland as people speculated in 
tulips. Thousands of Dutch guil-
ders were spent on a single bulb.

When, in 1637, the bubble 
burst on the tulip bulb market, 
fortunes were lost and the tulip 
became just another fl ower.

Today, Holland is the larg-
est producer of tulips and other 
bulb fl owers such as narcissus, 
hyacinths and gladiol uses. The 
country exports more than 2 bil-
lion bulbs each year, with most of 

them going to the U.S., followed 
by Japan and Germany.

Keukenhof, which means 
kitchen garden, belonged to the 
countess of Holland, Jacoba van 
Beieren, and it was where she 
and her court would hunt and 
gather herbs for her kitchen . 

In the 1830s, German land-
scaper J.D. Zocher designed a 
park here that is the basis for 
the modern-day Keukenhof. 
Visitors to today’s gardens can 
spend hours walking the paths 
that crisscross the gardens, past 

ponds, fountains, sculptures and 
the fl owerbeds bursting in red, 
yellow, blue, pink, violet and 
white.

A climb up Keukenhof’s old 
windmill offers a good view of 
the park and of the blooming 
tulip fi elds outside of the gar-
dens. 

Keukenhof’s theme for this 
year is Holland, and nothing, 
except perhaps windmills and 
canals, symbolizes the country 
more than the tulip.
abrams.mike@stripes.com

EuropeWEEKEND: TRAVEL

Keukenhof gardens to open for 65th colorful year in Lisse, Netherlands
A blooming spectacle

A climb up Keukenhof’s old windmill offers a good view of the park 
and of the tulip fi elds outside of the gardens.

At the entrance to Keukenhof, girls dressed in 15th-
century costumes sell booklets with a map of the park .

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes 

Tall, red tulips at Keukenhof gardens in Lisse, Netherlands, appear to be reaching toward the sun during a past spring.

Vibrant colors and picture-perfect blossoms 
draw photographers to the Willem 
Alexander Pavilion at Keukenhof annually.
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• Address: Stationsweg 166a, 
2161 AM Lisse, Netherlands. 
The park is on the outskirts of 
Lisse, Netherlands, between The 
Hague and Amsterdam. 

From The Hague, take A44 
toward Amsterdam, exit at Sas-
senheim and take N208 toward 
Lisse. From Amsterdam, take 
A4 toward The Hague and exit 
at N207 toward Lisse. Signs will 
direct you to Keukenhof.

Bus 197 leaves Amsterdam 
from the Leidseplein/Mu-
seumplein to Schiphol Airport. 
There are direct buses to Keu-
kenhof from Schiphol Airport 
(bus 858). From Leiden Central 
Station, take bus 854 to Keuken-
hof.
• Times: March 20 to May 18, 
daily from 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Ticket offi ce closes at 6 p.m.
• Costs: 15 euros for adults and 

7.50 euros for ages 4 to 11. Park-
ing costs 6 euros. Admission and 
parking tickets can be purchased 
in advance online.
• Food: There are restaurants 
and snack stands on the grounds. 
The prices, while not exactly 
cheap, are not unreasonable. 
You also can bring food and eat 
outside on the benches and tables 
spread throughout the park.
• More information: Dogs are 
allowed on the grounds but not in 
the fl ower pavilions and restau-
rants. Bikes can be rented at 
Keukenhof for tours through the 
bulb fi elds. The annual Flower 
Parade from Nordwijk to Haar-
lem takes place May 3. It starts 
at 9:30 a.m. and passes Keuken-
hof around 3:35 p.m. Website: 
keukenhof.nl. Buy tickets online 
to avoid standing in line.

— Michael Abrams

KNOW & GO: KEUKENHOF

Keukenhof’s Beatrix Pavilion plays host annually to fl owers as 
vibrant as this fuchsia orchid photographed during a past visit.

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes 

In addition to its fl owers, Keukenhof in Lisse, Netherlands, is known for its outdoor art collection.
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IN BLOOM: CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVALSIN BLOOM: CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVALS

AP

People enjoy the blooming cherry blossoms in Yokohama, Japan, in March  2013.  There are many places to see the bloom in Japan. 

Japan

 RIKUGIEN GARDEN (Tokyo): March 20-April 
6, 9 a.m.-9 p.m.;  famous for drooping cherry 
trees, which are illuminated after sunset during 
the bloom; Subway Nanboku Line, Komagome 
Station; 300 yen ; tinyurl.com/ork4ds8. 
SUMIDA RIVER CHERRY BLOSSOM 
FESTIVAL (Tokyo): March 20-April 14; about 
1,000 trees along the Sumida River; fi ve-minute 
walk from Asakusa Station on Ginza Line or 
seven-minute walk from Honjo Azumabashi 
Station on Toei Asakusa-Line; 03-5608-6951. 
MIDTOWN BLOSSOM 2014 (Tokyo): 
March 20-April 20; see the 150 cherry blossom 
trees from an open-air terrace at Tokyo Midtown 
Garden, and trees are illuminated 5-11 p.m.; 
Roppongi Station on Hibiya Line or three-minute 
walk from Nogizaka Station on Chiyoda Line; 
tinyurl.com/p6tdvrp. 
UENO PARK (Tokyo): March 21-April 6, until 
8 p.m.; 1,200 cherry trees; two-minute walk from 
Ueno Station on Metro Ginza and Hibiya Lines; 
03-3828-5644; tinyurl.com/owf2xns.
TOSHIMAEN AMUSEMENT PARK (Tokyo): 
March 21-April 6, until 9 p.m.; 800 cherry trees; 
500 yen after 3 p.m., free April 4 & 5, 1,000 
yen adults and 500 yen kids for ride ticket after 
3 p.m. during the week; Seibu Ikebukuro Line, 
Toshimaen Station; 03-3990-0884. 
SHINJUKU GYOEN (Tokyo): March 25-April 
24, 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; 144-acre park in Shinjuku, 
a famous blossom viewing spot; 10-minute walk 
from JR Shinjuku Station; 200 yen; 03-3350-
0151; tinyurl.com/nzg2mjo. 

CHIDORIGAFUCHI (Tokyo): March 28-April 
6; Chidorigafuchi, the northeastern moat of the 
Imperial Palace  and it is illuminated 6:30-10 p.m. 
during the festival; Subway Tozai Line, Kudan-
Shita Station; 03-5211-4185. 
YASUKUNI SHRINE CHERRY BLOSSOM 
FESTIVAL (Tokyo): March 28-April 6;  800 
trees here; fi ve-minute walk from Subway Tozai 
Line, Kudan-shita Station; 03-3261-8326; www.
yasukuni.or.jp/english/index.html.  
SANKEIEN GARDEN (Yokohama): March 
29-April 6, 9 a.m.-9 p.m.;  10-minute bus ride from 
JR Negishi Line; 500 yen ; tinyurl.com/78ccezf. 
TSUKAYAMA PARK CHERRY BLOSSOM 
FESTIVAL (Yokosuka): March 24-April 8; 
about 1,000 cherry blossom trees with a view of 
Yokosuka Port; 25-minute walk from Keikyu Line, 

Itsumi or Anjinzuka Station; 046-822-2575. 
GONGENDO PARK CHERRY BLOSSOM 
FESTIVAL (Saitama prefecture): March 26-
April 10; 1,000 trees along a roughly half-mile-
long dike ; 30-minute walk from Satte Station on 
Tobu Nikko Line or a 20-minute drive from Kuki IC 
on Tohoku Express ; 0480-43-1111 ext. 538. 
HAMURA FLOWER AND WATER FESTIVAL 
(Yokota area): March 27-April 13;  about 500 
trees along the Tama River, illuminated 6-8 p.m.; 
JR Ome Line, Hamura Station; 042-555-6211. 
KINUGASA CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL 
(Yokosuka): March 27-April 7; 2,000 trees, 
which are also illuminated in evening; Kinugasa-
yama Park, 25-minute walk from JR Kinugasa 
Station; 046-853-1611. 
FUSSA CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL 

(Yokota area): March 29-April 6; along the 
bank of Tama River, 15-minute walk from JR 
Ushihama Station; 042-551-1511. 
KOMATSUGAWA 1,000 CHERRY BLOSSOM
FESTIVAL (Tokyo): March 30, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.; 
event with 1,000 trees along the Arakawa River 
has live performances, food booths and free pony 
ride at Komatsugawa Park, fi ve-minute walk from 
Higashi Oshima Station on Toei Shinjuku Line; 
03-5662-5543.
ODAWARA CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL 
(Kanagawa prefecture): Late March until 
early April; about 320 trees, which are also 
illuminated 6-9 p.m. during the bloom; 10-minute 
walk from JR Odawara Station;  0465-33-1521. 
TOKYO SUMMERLAND CHERRY BLOSSOM 
VIEWING : March 31-April 13, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
1,500  trees, along with food booths at Family 
Park; free admission and free parking;  www.
summerland.co.jp/english/index.html.
YASUKUNI SHRINE CHERRY BLOSSOM 
NIGHT VIEW NOH PERFORMANCE 
(Tokyo): April 1-3, 6:40 p.m.; at Yasukuni Shrine 
Noh-gakudo or Shinjuku Bunka Center if rain; 
3,000-5,000-8,000-11,500 yen; Cherry Blossoms
Night View Concert Jimukyoku 03-5215-2890. 
YAMATAKA JINDAI CHERRY BLOSSOM 
FESTIVAL (Yamanashi prefecture): April 
1-22, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; a tree here is believed to be 
1,800-2,000 years old and the best time to view 
it is April 5-12; Hokuto city ; 0551-42-1351.  

IF YOU GO
• For a history of hanami — the Japanese tradition of cherry blossom viewing: 
japantravelinfo.com/heritage/bf_cherry.php. 
• Share your pictures with us by emailing tibbetts.meredith@stripes.com. Photographs may 
be used in print and on the web. By submitting content, you are granting Stars and Stripes 
a non-exclusive license to use your content in its newspaper, in print or in digital format, or 
in any other commercial manner of its choosing. You further warrant that you own 
or control the copyrights to the content (text and/or image) you are submitting 
and that its republication by Stars and Stripes will not violate the intellectual 
property rights or privacy/publicity rights of any third party.  
• Keep up with the latest news on the bloom at stripes.com/bloom. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 33

As of March 12, the Japan Meteorological Agency predicts cherry blossom trees will begin blooming March 30
in Tokyo. For a forecast for the bloom in Japan: tinyurl.com/jntosakura. 

The following are places to celebrate the flowers:

PacificWEEKEND
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PacificWEEKEND: TRAVEL

MOUNT YOSHINO CHERRY BLOSSOM 
(Nara prefecture): Early April through late 
April; Mount Yoshino is known as the best 
cherry blossom site in Japan with 20,000 trees; 
75-minute ride from Nagoya Station by Kintetsu 
Super Express or nearly two-hour ride from 
Kyoto Station by Kintestu Super Express;  tinyurl.
com/msc6cvd. 
TAKADA PARK CHERRY BLOSSOM 
FESTIVAL (Niigata prefecture): April 4-20; 
 more than 4,000 trees in bloom are illuminated 
by 3,000 Bonbori-handled paper lanterns sunset-
11 p.m.; JR Takada Station on Shinetsu Line . 
TAKIYAMA PARK CHERRY BLOSSOM 
FESTIVAL (Tokyo): April 5; 5,000 trees on hilly 
terrain and traditional live performances, open-air 
tea services and sweet drink made from fermented 
rice April 5 (April 6 if rain April 5); Takatsuki-cho, 
Hachioji city; 042-691-5215. 
1,000 CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL AT 
TONERI PARK (Tokyo): April 5 & 6; 1,000 
trees in bloom, along with fi reworks at 7-7:30 
p.m. April 5; one-minute walk from Toneri Koen 
Station on Nippori-Toneri Line; 03-3880-5853. 
SHIROISHI CASTLE CHERRY BLOSSOM 
FESTIVAL (Miyagi prefecture): April 5-30; 
about 300 cherry trees at Masuoka Koen, with 
a night illumination around the castle with 350 
paper lanterns until 9 p.m.; 10-minute walk 
from JR Shiroishi Station or 10-minute ride from 
Shiroishi I.C. on Tohoku Express ; 0224-24-3030. 
NEODANI USUZUMI CHERRY BLOSSOM 
FESTIVAL (Gifu prefecture): April 8-15, 8 
a.m.-9 p.m.; Usuzumi cherry tree, believed to be 
1,500 years old, illuminated until 9 p.m.; Motosu 
city, 15-minute walk from Tarumi Station on Tarumi 
Line or 80-minute ride from Gifu Hashima I.C; 
500 yen/parking; 058-323-7756.
SHIROISHI RIVER CHERRY BLOSSOM 

FESTIVAL (Miyagi prefecture): April 10-25; 
one of the best known sites to view the bloom, 
featuring 1,000 cherry trees along Shiroishi River 
dike, illuminated 6-10 p.m. during the event; 
three-minute walk from Ogawara Station on JR 
Tohoku-Line; 0224-53-2141. 
AOBAYAMA PARK CHERRY BLOSSOM 
FESTIVAL (Miyagi prefecture): April 10-30; 
480 trees; 10-minute drive from Sendai Miyagi IC 
or eight-minute bus ride to Hakubutsukan Kokusai 
Senta-mae bus stop from JR Sendai Station; 022-
225-7211. 
MIHARU TAKIZAKURA CHERRY BLOSSOM 
FESTIVAL (Fukushima prefecture): April 12-
20; Miharu Takizakura (cherry blossom waterfall) 
— a cherry tree believed to be more than 1,000 
years old — is illuminated 6-9 p.m.; Miharu town, 
shuttle buses from JR Miharu Station and nearby 

parking lots or a 20-minute 
ride from JR Miharu Station or 
20-minute ride from Funahiki 
Miharu I.C. on Ban-etsu Express; 
300 yen; 0247-62-3690. 

KITAKAMI CHERRY 
BLOSSOM FESTIVAL (Iwate 
prefecture): April 15-May 
6; about 100,000 trees at 
Tenshochi Park and along River 
Kitakami are illuminated sunset-
9 p.m.;  Kitakami city, 20-minute 
walk from JR Kitakami Station; 
0197-65-0300. 

KAKUNODATE CHERRY 
BLOSSOM FESTIVAL (Akita 
prefecture): Mid-April through 
early May; 162 weeping cherry 
trees around samurai district 
in Kakunodate town and the 
River Hinokinaigawa; 394-2 
Kamisugasawa, Kakunodate 
town, Senboku city, JR 
Kakunodate Station on Akita 

Shinkansen from Morioka;  tinyurl.com/d5qpr9h.

MATSUMOTO CASTLE CHERRY BLOSSOM 
FESTIVAL (Nagano prefecture): festival 
starts three days after trees bloom in mid-April 
and features night illumination, koto and gagaku 
(traditional Japanese music instruments) and 
fl ute performances, open-air tea services and 
free admission to Matsumoto Castle during the 
festival ; tinyurl.com/c7crbe4.

HIROSAKI PARK CHERRY BLOSSOM 
FESTIVAL (Aomori prefecture): April 
23-May 6; about 2,500 trees around 
Hirosaki Castle and moat bloom and are 
illuminated sunset-10 p.m.; 20-minute bus 
ride from JR Hirosaki Station; 300 yen 
admission 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 0172-35-3131. 

South Korea
HWAGAE CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL 
(South Gyeongsang province): March 
29-April 8; Gyeongsangnam-do Hadong-gun 
Hwagae-myeon Unsu-ri  http://bit.ly/xgEvhr and 
tinyurl.com/m5pr6bs.
CHINHAE CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL 
(South Gyeongsang province): April 1-10; 
celebration started as a memorial in 1952 to 
remember Admiral Yi Sun-shin, a 16th century 
Korean military leader, then the community added 
the cherry blossoms celebration about 10 years 
later; +82-2-1330. 
JEJU CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL: April 
4-6; Jeju’s king cherry trees bloom in Seogwipo’s 
downtown area (Jeju Citizen Welfare Town) and 
surrounding Jeju Sports Complex, take Bus 500 
and get off at New Jeju Rotary; free; +82-2-1330. 
YEOUIDO HANGANG SPRING FLOWER 
FESTIVAL (Seoul): April 12-18; Seoul’s best 
location to see cherry blossoms on Yeouido Island 
when the road behind the National Assembly 
buildings is lined with hundreds of cherry trees; 
fi ve-minute walk from National 
Assembly Station (Subway 
Line 9, Exit 1 or 6); 
tinyurl.com/kpa5pjk. 

FROM PAGE 32

NORIO MUROI/AP

Mount Yoshino in Nara prefecture, Japan, is known 
as the best cherry blossom viewing site in Japan and 
has 20,000 trees.  The Shimo Senbon  area there 
encompasses the base of the mountain around Yoshino 
Station and part of the town . 
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BY TREVOR ANDERSEN

Stars and Stripes

Weird. 
There’s no other 

way to explain 
Namjatown, a food-

themed amusement park in 
Tokyo.

The attraction is tucked away 
inside the Sunshine City shop-
ping complex in Ikebukuro, and 
for the location, it’s surprisingly 
large.

Visiting Namjatown feels simi-
lar to walking through a giant 
haunted house; except instead 
of using monsters and ghastly 
creatures to scare you, they 
serve you things like beef tongue 
ice cream.

Oh, there are ghosts, too.
The Grudge Inn, the ghostly 

part of the park, is based on 
Japanese folklore. Here, you 
can run around 
trying to take 
photos of ghosts 
with rented 
ghost-hunting 
equipment. The 
equipment looks 
like it came out 
of a Ghostbusters 
movie and it 
makes noise to 
let you know 
when you’re near 
enough to a ghost 
for a photo. As 
far as I know 
the ghosts were 
imaginary, but I 
couldn’t be sure. 
Along the walls 
are little statues 
of spiders with human faces that 
will visit you in your nightmares. 

I brought along a Japanese 
friend to translate and help me 
understand what was happening. 
He was of no help at Namjatown.

The tiny but delicious dump-
lings at Gyoza Stadium, along 
with a pint of beer, made the 
crazy go down easier. 

Then we made our way to Ice 
Cream City, where we ate several 
bizarre fl avors of ice cream in-
cluding miso ramen and whiskey. 
The whiskey was delicious and 

boozy, while the miso ramen  
was gross — there were chunks 
of noodles in it.

The park is mainly for Japa-
nese children, but at lunchtime 
on a Tuesday it was full of col-
lege students, too.

If you don’t speak Japanese, 
you won’t understand much. If 
you do speak Japanese, you’re 
just as likely to be confused.

Either way, chances are you’ll 
have a good time, some tasty 
Japanese food and quite a story 
to tell your friends.
 andersen.trevor@stripes.com     

Tokyo theme park offers unusual food and bewildering fun
A taste for the bizarre

DIRECTIONS
Namco Namjatown is located 
 in the Sunshine City shopping 
complex in east Ikebukuro, 
Toshima, Tokyo, Japan. The 
park is an eight-minute walk 
from Tokyo’s Higashi-Ikebu-
kuro station, a three-minute 
walk from the Ikebukuro sta-
tion and a four-minute walk 
from the Higashi-Ikebuku-
ro4-chome station. Address: 
170-0013 Tokyo, Toshima, 
Higashiikebukuro.

TIMES
Open 10 a.m.-10 p.m. daily 
year round; fi nal admission 9 
p.m.; last food orders at 9 p.m.

COSTS
Entry costs 500 yen for 
adults (junior high students 
and older) and 300 yen for 
ages 4 to elementary school 
students. A Namja Passport, 
or ticket offering mostly free 
attractions, costs 2,900 yen 
for adults and 2,300 yen for 
children. Food prices start at 
1,000 yen for dumplings and 
1,000 yen for a beer.

FOOD
Specialties from Japanese 
restaurants ranging from 
dumplings at Gyoza Stadium 
to ice cream at Ice Cream 
City fl avored with, as the 
park’s brochure puts it, “ani-
mal and other motifs.” There 
is also a market that offers 
food to buy and take home.

INFORMATION
Phone: 03-5950-0765. The 
park’s website is namja.jp, in 
Japanese. For information in 
English, see namco.co.jp/tp/
namja/pdf/english_guide.pdf.

— Trevor Andersen

ON THE QT

“Spiders” with human faces could march into your nightmares.

PHOTOS BY TREVOR ANDERSEN/Stars and Stripes

Even a Japanese translator could not understand the “Explosive Mosquito Killing Mission” ride.

There are plenty of activities for children at Namco Namjatown. 
Here, a child roasts fake meat over a fake fi re.

Ice Cream City offers ice cream in odd fl avors. 
Here, the fl avors are sea salt, miso ramen, 
avocado, garlic, whiskey and rum raisin. 
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BY JAMES KIMBER

Stars and Stripes

 One of the manliest 
skills anyone can have 
is the ability to catch 
his own dinner. 

But if a baiting a hook and 
sitting in a boat for a couple of 
hours isn’t your thing, you can 
still catch your dinner at one of 
Japan’s many sushi trains.

Kaiten zushi — literally 
meaning conveyor belt sushi but 
more affectionately known in 
English as a sushi train — offers 
a fast food alternative to the dish 
nearly everyone immediately 
thinks of when asked about Japa-
nese cuisine. 

The concept is simple: The 
chef assembles each bite-size roll 
on a small plate, places the plate 
on a conveyor belt and off it goes 
winding through the restaurant 
until someone’s inner huntsman 
tracks it and catches it. After the 
meal, an attendant will come by, 
count the plates and total the bill. 

There are dozens of well-rec-
ognized sushi train chain restau-
rants and thousands more small, 
family-owned places throughout 
Japan. Though sushi is the obvi-
ous draw, anything from fried 
chicken to apple pie can find 
itself rolling down the belt, mak-
ing it  easy for even the pickiest of 
eaters to  find something to eat.

Among one of the least expen-
sive sushi train chains is Hama-
zushi.  There are 120 locations 

dotting Japan, meaning there’s 
probably at least one near every 
American military base. The one 
I  went to is in Akishima, about a 
10-minute drive outside Yokota 
Air Base’s east gate. 

 Weekdays are the cheapest 
 days to visit Hamazushi, with 
each plate running about 90 yen, 
or roughly 88 cents. On the week-
ends, Hamazushi  raises the price 
of each plate, but only by 10 yen. 

With each plate holding one 
or two pieces of sushi or the 
occasional bowl of edamame, 
the price of each person’s meal 
is only limited to how much one 
can eat. Or how thick the wallet 
is that day. 

More important than the price, 
sushi trains allow guests to be 
as adventurous or conservative 
as they want . Tuna, salmon and 
shrimp pass by just as frequently 
as squid, natto (a fermented soy-

bean salad with a pungent smell) 
and pickled eggplant. 

Another major advantage of 
the sushi train for those who 
don’t speak Japanese or aren’t 
comfortable with it yet; there 
is no need to  converse with the 
staff. Instead, the food comes to 
you. For those who do use the 
menu to order a specific plate, 
the menus are often touchscreen 
and require no human interac-
tion. This doesn’t mean you won’t 
ever see a  whole, raw baby squid 
trucking by  at one-half kilometer 
per hour, but it does mean that 
plate won’t end up in front of you 
by accident. 
Kimber.james@stripes.com
Twitter: @james_kimber

After Hours: Japan
 Serves: Conveyer belt sushi, 
ramen, fried chicken and 
other typical Japanese fast 
foods.
Location: We visited Ak-
ishima City, Tsutsuzigaoka 
2-8-45, but there are 119 
more around Japan. See 
 http://tinyurl.com/q4b92x8 
(in Japanese only).
Dress: Casual.
Price: 90 to 100-yen per 
plate, budget about 1,500-
yen per adult or 500-yen for 
young children.
Website: hamazushi.com (in 
Japanese only. 

— James Kimber

HAMAZUSHI

PHOTOS BY JAMES KIMBER/Stars and Stripes

Like most modern sushi train restaurants in Japan, Hamazushi offers an 
illustrated touchscreen menu in case nothing on the conveyor belt appeals.

With 120 locations in Japan, 
Hamazushi is easy to fi nd near 
American bases.

“Natto roru,” a fermented soybean roll, and “kyuri roru,” a cucumber 
roll, are common children’s sushi choices in Japan. 

A garnished whole raw squid sushi called “sugata yariika” passes by 
a table at Hamazushi in Akishima. Even guests who don’t understand 
Japanese need no translation at a conveyor belt sushi restaurant.

“Namashirasu,” or raw baby sardines, are commonly eaten in Japan, 
but might be considered adventuresome fare by American diners.
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NEW ALBUMS

Below: Drive-By Truckers, from left, 
Jay Gonzalez, Matt Patton, Patterson 
Hood, Mike Cooley and Brad Morgan.
DAVID MCCLISTER/Courtesy of Drive-By Truckers

Drive-By Truckers
English Oceans (ATO)

The often-prolific roots rockers 
Drive-By Truckers took a four-year 
break from the studio before recording 
“English Oceans,” and the stockpile of 
songs pays off throughout the band’s 
12th album.

Stripping away the R&B influences 
and musical explorations of their past 
few albums, DBT focuses on guitars 
and a garage-band stomp on the 
new album — which also adds to the 
collection’s consistency.

The band has always shared song-
writing chores between singer-guitar-
ists Patterson Hood and Mike Cooley, 
usually augmented by contributions 
by other band members (most notably 
onetime bandmate Jason Isbell in the 
early 2000s). This time out, Cooley is 
an equal partner, and he and Hood are 
the only songwriters — another benefi-
cial change.

The album’s opening guitar chords 
recall an old Replacements riff and 
would’ve fit nicely on the Rolling 
Stones’ “Exile On Main Street.” It’s a 

strong kickoff to the rawest rocking 
Truckers album since their early days. 
But it’s the storytelling that gives the 
band a special dimension. The color-
ful twists of “Till He’s Dead Or Rises” 
and “Primer Coat,” the desperation 
of “Hanging On” and the poignant 
“Grand Canyon” show that this veteran 
band can still equal the high points of 
its past.

— Michael McCall
The Associated Press

Shore 
Fire 
Media

St. Vincent
St. Vincent (Loma Vista)

Annie Clark got her start 
as a guitarist in the large 
ensembles of the Polyphonic 

Spree and Sufjan Stevens be-
fore launching her solo career 

as St. Vincent. She’s an inven-
tive, often noisy, guitar player, 

but on her fourth record, her guitar 
often takes a secondary role to heavy 
electronic grooves. It’s an album full 

of disruptions, lyrical and musical.
Even relatively quiet songs get 

upended: “Huey Newton” starts as 
a softly sung, beautiful keyboard 
ballad and then shifts, abruptly, to a 
distorted, heavy-metal guitar trudge 
punctuated with angry screams.  

Clark’s last project, “Love This 
Giant,” was a collaboration with 
David Byrne. “Rattlesnake” and 
“Digital Witness” possess the play-
ful, artful mix of groove and noise of 
Talking Heads’ “Remain In Light.” 
But mostly, “St. Vincent” is brash, 
bold, and deliberately uneasy.

— Steve Klinge
The Philadelphia Inquirer

Rick Ross
Mastermind 
(Maybach Music Group/Def Jam)

All of the songs on Rick Ross’ 
sixth album are built with strong 
production and the rapper’s 
normal shoot-from-the-hip ap-
proach. However, the performer 
is unable to move the needle 
on “Mastermind” like he did 
on previous releases, including 
2012’s top-notch “God Forgives, 
I Don’t.”

Ross’ 16-track set doesn’t tran-
scend his message as a man of 
growth, wanting to expect more 
out of life than money, women 
and luxury cars. It comes as a 
surprise since the album was 
co-executive produced by Diddy, 
who has helped mold albums for 
the Notorious B.I.G., Jay-Z, the 
Lox, Mary J. Blige and others.

The Miami rapper is certainly 
not a bore. Ross taps some of the 
top beat makers in hip-hop from 
Kanye West, Scott Storch, the 
Weeknd and production group 
J.U.S.T.I.C.E. League for his lat-
est effort. Some songs entertain 
with introductions: Diddy is full 
of himself — in a serious tone 
— on “Nobody,” comedian Katt 
Williams is silly when he talks 
about staying in a home with 109 
rooms on “Supreme,” and Ross 
boasts about having more than 
$92 million in his bank account 
on “Drug Dealers Dream.”

Ross upholds his gangster 
mentality with gunshots ring-
ing on several songs such as 
“Rich Is Gangsta,” “Walkin’ On 
Air,” featuring Meek Mill, and 
“Mafia Music III,” with Sizzla 
and Mavado. The production 
work by Mike WiLL Made-It 
(Miley Cyrus, Juicy J) is superb 
on “War Ready” featuring Young 
Jeezy — a rapper with whom 
Ross once had a beef.

The West and Big Sean-as-
sisted “Sanctified” is one of the 
album’s best tracks, as each 
rapper talks about how the fast-
paced lifestyle has impacted 
them. Ross also raps about beat-
ing the odds as a young man on 
“Thug Cry,” which co-stars Lil 
Wayne. While these are bright 
spots, most of “Mastermind” is 
Ross middling.

— Jonathan Landrum Jr.
The Associated Press

Aloe Blacc
Lift Your Spirit (Interscope)

Aloe Blacc is no over-
night sensation.

The co-writer and voice 
behind Avicii’s “Wake Me 
Up,” the most-played song 
in Spotify history with 
more than 200 million 
streams since its release 
last year, is a 35-year-old 
former business consultant 
from California with two 
other albums to his name.

So why on Earth is his 
new album, “Lift Your 
Spirit,” so stunningly 
uneven?

Obviously, Blacc can 
write a hit, following 
“Wake Me Up’s” success 
with his own smash, “The 
Man,” which twists a bit of 
Elton John’s “Your Song” 
into something soulful and 
grand. He is clever enough 
to craft a sleek slice of ’60s 
soul in the lush throwback 
“Red Velvet Seat,” which 
positions him as a possible 
heir to Bruno Mars’ throne.

Unfortunately, “Lift 
Your Spirit” also features 
clunkers that are so bad 
they’re actually shock-
ing. “Here Today” is so 
lazy it’s hard to believe he 
ever played it in public, 
much less included it on an 
album, with its chorus of 
“We’re here today (hey!) 
gone tomorrow! Lead the 
way, never follow!” sung 
blandly over a vague pop 
backdrop. “Chasing” 
squanders an interesting 
mix of glitchy dance beats 
and ’50s bubble gum pop 
on a chorus of “Girls, girls, 
girls chasing the boys, 
boys, boys chasing the 
money. ... Don’t chase the 
money.” Even his personal 
thanksgiving song, “Owe 
It All,” sounds cobbled 
together and unbelievable, 
opening with the immortal 
question, “Where would I 
be without the pillow on my 
bed?”

Blacc has plenty of po-
tential, but he maddeningly 
wastes a lot of it on “Lift 
Your Spirit.”

— Glenn Gamboa
Newsday

Aloe Blacc
turns 
in an 
uneven 
effort 
on “Lift 
Your 
Spirit.”
Courtesy of 
Universal 
Music Group
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BY CRISTINA JALERU

The Associated Press

 On the heels of two 
monster hits where 
he was the co-star 
— the Daft Punk 

jaunty funk jam “Get Lucky” 
and the much vilifi ed yet 
utterly catchy “Blurred 
Lines” with Robin Thicke 
— Pharrell is taking the lead 

with the relentless, Oscar-
nominated “Happy,” which 

appears on the “Despicable Me 
2” soundtrack . The cheerful tune 

is also on his second studio album,
“G I R L,” released  March 3.

The 10-track set is an ode to the female form and 
spirit, peppered with sexy vibes 
and brash come-ons. A defi nite 
change from his raspier, more 
alternative fi rst album, which 
wasn’t particularly successful, 
“G I R L” proves Pharrell — a 
member of N.E.R.D. and the 

hit-making Neptunes — is 
a true, and exceptional, 
frontman.

Cynics will dismiss 
the album as a shame-
less attempt to derail 
the accusations of 
misogyny leveled 
at “Blurred Lines.” 
After all, Pharrell is cheeky and sexy, 
and his lyrics sometimes blur the lines 
between playful seduction and outright 
possession. “Ain’t no sense in you roaming 
around, if I can’t have you nobody can,” he 
says in “Hunter,” but maybe that’s his way 
of saying he can’t help it if the ladies fi nd 
him attractive and he reciprocates. After 
all, this is the entire ethos of the album: 

love in its purest form, love at the fi rst 
frisson, love settled on a cloud, love of 

the fl esh.
The record’s tempo matches the 

upbeat “Happy,” and it deploys 
killer hooks. The sound is eclectic, 
ranging from dramatic violins in the 
Daft Punk-assisted “Gust of Wind” 
to Motown disco beats in “Hunter” 
and tribal drums in “Lost Queen.” 

Persistent echoes of Michael Jackson-
style sound lurk on the album, from 
the sultry “Gush” to the deliciously 
head-bopping “Marilyn Monroe” 
to the Justin Timberlake-featured 
“Brand New.”

A defi nite homage to women is 
the female empowerment ballad 
“Know Who You Are,” where 
Pharrell sings with piano queen 
Alicia Keys. He croons on the 
mellow reggae tune, “I know 

who you are and I know 
what you’re feeling.” No 

doubt about where 
he stands on gender 
equality there. 

N.E.R.D., “Life As a Fish” and “Inside of Clouds” from 
“Nothing” (2010): “That was an ode to awareness and the 
value of awareness,” he said of the refl ective groove “Life As 
a Fish.” He adds that “Inside of Clouds” is about “the appre-
ciation for water and what it means to our own biosphere.” 

Missy Elliott, “On & On” from “The Cookbook” (2005): 
“That’s one of my favorite hip-hop beats I’ve done of all time 
because it’s so unorthodox,” Pharrell said. “It’s Missy, so 
you’re working with a person that’s genius. She morphs into 
anything. Her spirit is super-colorful and larger than life. And 
she knows how to tap into another zone.”

Pharrell featuring Daft Punk, “Gust of Wind” from
“G I R L” (2014): Pharrell says creating “Gust of Wind” 
was like designing a room in your house where some of the 
accent pieces don’t quite fi t. So robots came to the rescue. 
“A song tells you what it needs, where it goes, or what 
melody is missing, or if there could be more ... with ‘Gust of 
Wind,’ it felt good and I loved the song, but I was like, ‘Man, 
you know, this just feels perfect for the robots to get on the 
chorus and harmonize with me,’ ” he said. “I played it for 
them and instantly, you know, they’re robots and they just 
got right to it. There was no lag time.”

Jay Z featuring Pharrell, “So Ambitious” from “The Blue-
print 3” (2009): Pharrell’s fi rst success with Jay Z came 
when “I Just Wanna Love U (Give It 2 Me)” burst on the 
scene in 2000, and since the two have collaborated non-
stop. “He just continues to get better — it’s like fi ne wine,” 
Pharrell said of the rap veteran. “He’s something else. When 
you talk to him, you see purple. He’s wisdom.”

Usher, “U Don’t Have to Call” from “8701” (2001): Solely 
written by Pharrell, “U Don’t Have to Call” was another hit 
in Usher’s epic run as pop’s leading man in the early 2000s. 
“He’s just a maestro ... his voice is unmatched ... he super-
sedes what most people think he can do,” Pharrell said. “I 
just love when we’re able to do colorful black music. There’s 
nothing like that. I love all kinds of music and all genres, but 
obviously just colorful black music is a good feeling for me 
personally ... We were even able to squeeze in two bridges, 
which is a rarity for pop radio.”

 BY MESFIN FEKADU

 The Associated Press

Who hasn’t Pharrell produced for?
The hitmaker’s Rolodex includes pop 

heavyweights from Beyonce to Justin 
Timberlake, maestros like Hans Zim-

mer and Heitor Pereira, and wildcards such as Daft 
Punk and Scissor Sisters.

The 40-year-old said his diverse background 
heavily aided the making of “G I R L,” his funky 
new album .

“I wanted to work with all cultures and all kinds 
of people so it could teach me more about my own 
craft,” said Pharrell, who has produced songs on his 
own, but many as part of the Neptunes with Chad 
Hugo. “All of the artists we were blessed to work 
with that didn’t look like us, that didn’t sound like 
us or didn’t dance like us, all of that was the very 
reason I was able to make this album.”

Pharrell won nonclassical producer of the year 
at the Grammy Awards in January, thanks to his 
work on Robin Thicke’s “Blurred Lines” and Daft 
Punk’s “Get Lucky.” And now he’s back on top of the 
Billboard Hot 100 chart with “Happy,” which was 
nominated for an Academy Award.

In an interview with The Associated Press, 
Pharrell breaks down his favorite fi ve songs he’s 
produced. 

Pharrell’s phavorites

 Pharrell
G I R L
(Columbia Records
/Back Lot Music)

Singer hits the right 
notes on new album

 INVISION/AP
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 BY MAUREEN MCCARTHY

Star Tribune (Minneapolis)

Paris 1889. The city preened be-
neath its new Eiffel Tower as the 
world fl ocked to the Exposition 
Universelle.

Visitors were mesmerized, which was 
fi tting because the city was about to see 
the world’s fi rst test case of murder by 
hypnosis.

“Little Demon in the City of Light” 
tells the riveting story of two misfi ts who 
almost got away with murder. When they 
didn’t, their trial became its own exposi-
tion, matching the latest breakthroughs 
in criminology with some of the greatest 
names of the age.

Steven Levingston’s  “Little Demon” 
focuses on a single murder case, but what 
a case it was. It unfolded at a time when 
forensic science was just beginning and 
hypnotism was in its heyday. Its charac-
ters could have come from fi ction.

Enter Gabrielle Bompard, a pretty 21-

year-old wild child whose family sends 
her off to Paris at a time when decent 
women did not travel alone. Before long 
she is in league with Michel Eyraud, a 
ne’er-do-well twice her age. Soon, a rich 
bailiff is dead, his body is missing, and so 
are they.

This is not a whodunit but a will-they-
get-away-with-it.

At fi rst it seems they will. The body isn’t 
found for weeks and remains unidenti-
fi ed for months. How it gets identifi ed in 
an age before fi ngerprinting is a story in 
itself.

With no suspect and amid hounding by 
the press, Chief Inspector Goron takes 
the extreme step of displaying the bloody 
trunk that the body was transported in. 
Parisians throng to see it, so many that 
vendors sell miniature trunks as souve-
nirs. Newspapers could not write enough 
about the spectacle.

The gambit works. The publicity reach-
es people who link Bompard and Eyraud 
to the trunk. Photos of Bompard and 

breathless news reports go international, 
and within a year the two are on trial. The 
guillotine awaits.

Her defense: He hypnotized her.
We might smirk now, but at that time 

the eminent Dr. Jean-Martin Charcot was 
conducting public hypnoses of “hysteri-
cal” women (as seen in the recent fi lms 
“Augustine” and “A Dangerous Method”). 
Two competing schools were debating 
whether a hypnotized person could be 
made to do anything — even commit 
murder.

The furor builds as Paris prepares for 
the trial. Courtroom seats are sold by 
scalpers. Even famed writer Emil Zola 
weighs in, revealing that his sympathy for 
the accused does not extend to “la petite 
demon.”

Levingston, nonfi ction book editor for 
The Washington Post, said he originally 
wrote this as an academic story, but de-
cided it was too compelling for that. He’s 
right, and readers are well-served by his 
reimagining of this amazing true story.

WEEKEND: BOOKS

A near-perfect murder in Paris
‘Little Demon in the City of Lights’ riveting true story of hypnosis and homicide in 1889

What Makes This Book 
So Great
Jo Walton

What makes Jo Walton’s new 
book, “What Makes This Book 
So Great,” so great indeed is that 
it champions adults reading for 
pleasure, and in Walton’s case 
rereading for pleasure.

“I am talking about books 
because I love books,” she writes. 
“I’m not standing on a moun-
tain peak holding them at arm’s 
length and issuing Olympian 
pronouncements about them. 
I’m reading them in the bath and 
shouting with excitement be-
cause I have noticed something 
that is really really cool.”

What makes her book so great 
is that she’s a pretty terrifi c 
writer herself. The author of 
multiple fantasy and alternate-
history novels, Walton has won 
both the Hugo and Nebula 
Awards for “Among Others” 
(2012), one of the most bookish 
great science fi ction and fantasy, 
or SFF, novels ever.

— Jim Higgins
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

Kinder Than Solitude
Yiyun Li

 “Kinder Than Solitude” opens 
in Beijing, as Boyang is making 
funeral arrangements for Shaoai, 
a family friend who has just 
died after a chemical poisoning 
21 years earlier left her physi-
cally and cognitively disabled. 
Was Shaoai trying to kill herself, 
or was she killed by Ruyu, the 
timid, depressed orphan girl 
adopted into the family? And how 
much was that depression stoked 
by Moran, another friend?

 Boyang is a cynical woman-
izer who feels that “this world, 
like many people in it, inevitably 
treats a man better when he has 
little kindness to spare for it.” 
Ruyu lives in the Bay Area as a 
 housekeeper for a wealthy woman 
whose neuroses over the slightest 
problems give Ruyu herself an 
“exemption from participating in 
life.” In Massachusetts, Moran is 
a workaday chemist who strives 
to keep her life in just-so order, “a 
savage routine that cleansed her 
life to sterility.”

Yet this is not a woe-is-them 
tale: Yiyun Li doesn’t pass judg-
ment on her characters for their 
hyper-austere responses to a 
childhood calamity.

— Mark Athitakis
Newsday

The Tooth Fairy
Clifford Chase

“I write this in the hope that 
aphorism-like statements, when 
added to one another, might ac-
crue to make some larger state-
ment that will placate despair,” 
Clifford Chase writes at the 
beginning of “The Tooth Fairy,” 
a memoir in fragments.

Most of his refl ections, confes-
sions and observations are only a 
few lines long. Some are merely 
odd, random asides,  while others 
are more affecting . He tosses 
out excerpts from his journals, 
amusing and disturbing scenes 
from dreams, and obsesses over 
interactions with therapists, 
friends, his diffi cult parents and 
romantic partners.

Throughout, Chase is haunted 
by his sexuality. In his college 
years in California, he tries 
desperately to summon romantic 
feelings for women — but hadn’t 
kissed a girl since he was 14 and 
had never had sex. Shy, intel-
lectual and introverted, Chase 
fi nds an on-and-off girlfriend, 
all the while harboring a desire 
for men. “The odd nature of the 
closet,” he writes, “the open se-
cret, not to others but to oneself.”

— Carmela Ciuraru
Newsday

Suspicion Nation
Lisa Bloom

The subtitle of legal pundit 
Lisa Bloom’s new book, “Suspi-
cion Nation,” is a bit misleading 
when it claims to be “the inside 
story” of the killing of Trayvon 
Martin and the trial that fol-
lowed.

There are few, if any, be-
hind-the-scenes revelations in 
“Suspicion Nation.” Anyone who 
followed the 2013 trial of shooter 
George Zimmerman will be 
familiar with Bloom’s account 
of the case. And in a divided 
United States, millions followed 
the story obsessively, joining 
competing pro-Trayvon and pro-
Zimmerman Greek choruses on 
social media.

At its best, “Suspicion Na-
tion” is a thorough evisceration 
of the amateurish job done by 
the Florida prosecutors who 
tried Zimmerman. At its worst, 
it’s like turning on the TV and 
listening to yet another annoying 
television pundit make sport of a 
human tragedy. Bloom is, in fact, 
a television pundit, as well as 
being the daughter of high-pro-
fi le lawyer Gloria Allred.

— Hector Tobar
Los Angeles Times

Black Horizon
James Grippando

In “Black Horizon,” Grippando 
explores a disaster that has af-
fected Florida in the past — a 
devastating oil spill — and cre-
ates an intriguing political spin 
by showing how this could affect 
relations between the United 
States and Cuba. But Grippando 
also ladles a love story and the 
ever-reliable theme of greed to 
give his 11th Jack Swyteck novel 
an even more solid plot.

Grippando has become a mas-
ter at taking “ripped from the 
headlines” events — in this case 
the 2010 Deepwater Horizon spill 
— and turning them into involv-
ing thrillers that, somehow, do 
not succumb to sensationalism. 
Grippando achieves this by con-
tinuing to focus on characters, 
especially showing new sides 
of Jack. Crisp dialogue and an 
insider’s view of Florida elevate 
“Black Horizon,” as do the 
evocative scenes set in Cuba.

— Oline H. Cogdill
Sun Sentinel
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 “The Book Thief”: A young girl escapes 
from the horrors of war through books. 
Geoffrey Rush stars. Director Brian Per-
cival started with a solid story based on the 
book by Markus Zusak. It’s an examination 
of the battle between the thirst for knowl-
edge and the dependency on ignorance 
that helped the Nazi party spread. War is a 
ghoulish specter that enters and leaves the 
lives of a family, but it is always waiting just 
outside along with the character of Death, 
who narrates the story. These external 
forces are catalysts for events in the lives of 
these people, but the focus is always the con-
nection they make and embrace no matter 
what’s going on in the outside world.

WEEKEND: ENTERTAINMENT
NEW ON DVD

WELL-TIMED
TV show ‘The Millers’ benefi ts from  airing after ‘Big Bang Theory’

How ‘The Millers’
is put together

The laughs on “The Millers” might 
seem to come easy, but the process 
leading up to the final product can 
be quite an endurance test. Star Will 
Arnett went over details of a typical 
week that’s anything but typical. “You 
really do have to be on your toes,” he 
explained last month.

Monday: The cast goes through 
a table read, a standard practice for 
TV shows in which everyone sits in 
a square and goes over the dialogue 
with scripts in hand. When the actors 
are done, the behind-the-scenes team 
evaluates what worked and starts 
rewriting the material that fell short.

Tuesday: The cast is given what is 
largely new material. They go through 
the dialogue on set with scripts in hand 
and the director starts blocking scenes. 
About 11 p.m., the performers get yet 
another rewritten script at home via 
email.

Wednesday: Network and studio 
executives stop by to see a rehearsal 
and offer their thoughts.

Thursday: Camera crews shoot 
exterior shots, followed by yet another 
run-through inside.

Friday: The bulk of the show is taped 
in front of a live audience. 

CBS/AP

  Beau Bridges, left, Will Arnett and Margo Martindale star in the sitcom  “The Millers.”  It’s the No. 1 new comedy this season. 

CBS FILMS/AP

 From left, Oscar Isaac, Justin Timberlake 
and Adam Driver star in the recent DVD 
release  “Inside Llewyn Davis.”  

 BY NEAL JUSTIN

Star Tribune (Minneapolis)

 A few minutes before rehearsal 
for “The Millers,” the season’s 
No. 1 new comedy, Will Arnett 
was spotted taking a smoke 

break with the episode’s special guest 
star: Tommy Chong.

A 1970s staple best known for stoner 
bits may seem like an odd intruder on 
a mainstream sitcom with characters 
whose idea of cutting loose is hav-
ing a second glass of  Zinfandel after a 
meatloaf dinner. But, in many ways, his 
appearance fi ts snugly into the show’s 
formula, which appears to be that there 
is no formula.

The series, which revolves around a 
recently separated couple (Beau Bridges 
and Margo Martindale) who move in 
with different adult children (Arnett 
and Jayma Mays), has an everything-
and-the-kitchen-sink philosophy, which 
means that the dialogue transitions from 
smart zingers to bathroom humor at the 
drop of a whoopie cushion.

The approach threatens to give 
viewers a severe case of whiplash, but 
if you fi nd yourself groaning over a 
60-something mother unable to control 
her fl atulence, you can be pretty certain 
you’ll be chuckling a few minutes later 
at her clever ability to manipulate her 
son/roommate.

“There’s a lot of serious stuff going on 
these days, and we’re kind of silly,” said 
Bridges, heaping praise on show creator 
Greg Garcia and resident director 
James Burrows, the Steven Spielberg of 
the sitcom world. “They know how to do 
their jobs. There’s lots of confi dence all 
around.”

But knowledge of craft isn’t why “The 
Millers” is a hit. The main reason for 
their success? 

Time slot, time slot, time slot.
The new sitcom has the good fortune 

of immediately following “The Big Bang 
Theory,” a show that benefi ted from 
debuting between “How I Met Your 
Mother” and “Two and a Half Men” 
before establishing itself as TV’s most 
popular sitcom.

“ ‘Big Bang’ has been a huge help to 
us, because they’ve gotten people to 
sample us,” Garcia said. “I’d love it if the 
network keeps us behind them for fi ve or 
six years before letting us fl y out on our 
own.”

Garcia knows all too well about the 
perils of leaving the nest too soon. His 
NBC series “My Name is Earl” pre-
miered in 2005 on Thursdays, the same 
night as “Will & Grace,” “The Offi ce” 
and “ER.” The next year, it was put in 
the lead-off position — and almost im-
mediately began to lose viewers. It was 
canceled after four seasons.

“Raising Hope,” which he also cre-
ated, debuted after “Glee” in 2010, 
when that show was a pop-culture 
phenomenon for Fox. The very next 
season, “Hope” was forced to lead off 
Wednesday night programming, a posi-
tion it clearly wasn’t ready to handle. 
It’s still on the air, but on Friday nights, 
otherwise known in the business as the 
“graveyard shift.”

Garcia sounded confi dent that CBS 
would keep his latest offering “pro-
tected” for longer, especially since the 
network owns the show.

“Look, I trust them very much. I’ve 
never been happier with a studio or a 
network,” he said. “But I understand 
people have to move things around. I’m 
absolutely fi ne with whatever they think 
is best.” 

“Inside Llewyn Davis”: A look at a week 
in the life of a folk singer as he navigates 
the Greenwich Village folk scene of 1961. 
Because it takes such an unorthodox path, 
the fi lm is not going to be pleasing to all 
audiences. It must be treated like the lyrics 
of a folk song: Look at it with the knowledge 
that some things are up to personal inter-
pretations. If you fi nd the right rhythm, the 
fi lm is a cinematic composition that keeps 
on entertaining.

“Out of the Furnace” : Scott Cooper’s fi lm 
is the story of two brothers who through 
outside circumstances end up committing 
life-changing actions. While what they do 
is intriguing, it’s how Cooper looks at the 
forces that shape their lives that makes the 
movie so compelling. The fi lm is set in an 
economically depressed area of steel country 
in Pennsylvania. Hope — like the factory that 
once made this a thriving community — has 
all but shut down. This leaves those still 
clinging to the promises of a brighter future 
looking for a solution. “Out of the Furnace” 
is a masterfully crafted tale of people and 
a place pushed to the edge where their only 
hope seems to be an abyss of despair.

“Homefront” : The script was written 
by Sylvester Stallone, but it comes across 
like it was penned by Rocky Balboa. Jason 
Statham, the best screen mumbler since 
Stallone, plays Phil Broker, a former DEA 
agent who has moved to the creepy, sleepy 
town of Rayville, La .

 Also new on DVD:
“Beyond Outrage”: Crackdown on 

organized crime ignites underworld power 
struggle.

 “Enemies Closer”: Tom Everett Scott 
plays a man who must battle for his life.

  “Siberia”: Fictional reality show set in 
Siberia.

 “Armistice”: Marine is forced to fi ght for 
his life against  inhuman opponents.

 “101st: A-Company”: Raid on a Nazi 
fortress where attempts are being made to 
raise a demon army.

 “Talks About Nothing”: Features philo-
sophical discussions with celebrities, scien-
tists, writers and today’s leading thinkers on 
the concept of nothing.

“Hazmat”: When a prank goes  wrong, a 
group of friends must fi ght for their lives.

 “Dirty Jobs Down Under”: Mike Rowe 
looks for dirty jobs in Australia.

 “100 Years of Wrigley Field”: Chronicles 
the history of Wrigley Field.

 — Rick Bentley /The Fresno Bee 
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WEEKEND: HEALTH & FITNESS
 BY LESLIE BARKER

The Dallas Morning News

Every die-hard fi tness fanatic 
cheers the benefi ts of eating 
right and exercising: Reduced 
risk of disease! Increased en-

ergy! A better sense of mental, physical, 
emotional self!

But there is a caveat to all that rah-rah: 
You can overdo it. While that won’t neces-
sarily negate what you’re doing, it can 
make your lifestyle less effective than you 
might think.

To help you stop, we asked a couple of 
experts for specifi cs on how too much of 
a good thing can be bad for you. Megan 
Lyons recently opened a health-coach-
ing company in Dallas. Kathy Dieringer 
is a board member of the Dallas-based 
National Athletic Trainers’ Association.

Working out hard every day
The reason: “Our bodies need rest,” 

Lyons says, “and performing high-inten-
sity exercise every single day does not 
allow adequate time for muscle repair and 
recovery.”

Adds Dieringer: “Rest between exercis-
ing is just as important as the exercise 
itself. If you don’t allow your body to rest 
and recover between bouts, it will break 
down eventually.”

The solution: If you must do something 
every day, make sure it’s lower intensity, 
like a non-power walk or stretching, Lyons 
says.

Vary the intensity of your workouts, 
says Dieringer, owner of D&D Sports Med 
in Denton, Sanger and Aubrey, Texas. 
Take a few days off if you show such signs 
of overtraining as insomnia, restlessness, 
continued soreness, burnout or irritability. 
If you’re injured, take time to heal.

“Moderation is tough, especially in 
those individuals who are high achiev-
ers and believe they must work out every 
day,” Dieringer says. “I’d encourage 
everyone to keep a training log so they 
can look back on what they’ve been doing 
and objectively analyze their workout 
regimen.”

Swearing by only one 
exercise or routine

The reason: In addition to the boredom 
factor, doing the same workout over and 
over increases your risk of overuse injury, 
Lyons says.

Additionally, “you’ll neglect other 
muscles. This often leads to muscle imbal-
ances, which can cause or exacerbate 
injuries.”

The solution: Try a new class, or exer-
cise with a friend who does a workout you 
don’t.

Believing that pain equals gain
The reason: Being sore is one thing; 

pain is another. Pain often signals an 
injury, which means you’ll have to stop 
working out for a while.

The solution: Your body lets you know 
when it’s time to rest and time to move, 
Dieringer says, so listen to it.

“Pushing through soreness is OK, as 
long as we’re sure that’s what it is, but you 
should not try to push through pain,” she 
says. “Any type of soreness or discomfort 
that doesn’t go away with rest and proper 
care after a few days should not be pushed 
through.”

At that point, seek professional help, she 
says.

Loading up on sports drinks 
and energy bars

The reason: You probably don’t need 
these, which are geared for athletes 
exercising “under intense conditions for 
prolonged time periods,” Lyons says. They 
contain excess sugar that can quickly add 
up and even counteract the workout.

In other words, you might be eating 

more than you’re burning off.
The solution: Refuel with carb-heavy 

gels and drinks only when your workout 
lasts longer than an hour, or 30 minutes 
“in incredibly hot conditions,” she says.

Your best bet for a beverage? Water.

Thinking gluten-free
is a panacea

The reason: Gluten-free items are 
trendy but fall prey to what Lyons calls 
the “halo effect.” That is, “causing us to 
assume anything labeled gluten-free is 
automatically healthy.”

In many instances, they have “fewer 
nutrients, more calories and more sugar 
than the real thing,” she says.

The solution: Unless your body has a 
true intolerance for gluten, you’re better 
off choosing whole grains and whole-grain 
products without that gluten-free label, 
she says.

Overdoing diet products
The reason: Many are overly processed 

and contain additives and preservatives 
our bodies don’t recognize as food, Lyons 
says.

“Even when a product is marketed as 

healthy or diet, the calories still add up,” 
she says. Unfortunately, many of us think 
of these as “free food.”

The solution: Choose a whole-food option 
such as a piece of fruit or a vegetable-based
salad, she says.

Sticking with tried-and-true
The reason: Doing what we’ve always 

done or what we were taught as young 
athletes isn’t necessarily valid, Dieringer 
says.

The solution: Do your research; seek 
advice from experts, not from fads. 

7 ways your healthy lifestyle 
probably needs to change

 MCT illustration

Too much exercise, dieting might be counterproductive
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WEEKEND: FAMILY

Compromise and understanding are essential 
to any marriage. These elements take on new 
meaning in military marriages, when deploy-
ment and other absences complicate the division 

of parenting and marital roles. Other events in military 
life, like frequent house-hunting, require another level of 
accommodation.

Randi Cairns, a New Jersey National Guard spouse, 
and the founder of Home Front Hearts, wrote to me about 
compromise in her interfaith marriage. That compromise 
takes on a new dimension during the season of Lent. 
Randi is Jewish and her husband, Ian, is Christian.

Lent is the season of preparation before Easter, when 
Christians celebrate the resurrection 
of Christ. For forty days from Ash 
Wednesday to Easter — not including 
Sundays — some Christians observe 
a period of repentance and spiritual 
discipline. This often includes giving 
up a food, such as chocolate or bread; 
or an activity, like television pro-
grams or social media.

Mardi Gras, Fasching and other 
similar celebrations are traditionally 
the last hurrah of indulgence before 
the beginning of Lent. I don’t know 
whether Randi and her husband 
celebrate Mardi Gras, but Ian is ap-
parently pretty serious about Lent. Randi is serious about 
family mealtime and baking hamantaschen for Purim. 
These traditional cookies celebrate the Jewish festival of 
Esther, which occurs this weekend.

Randi’s message is about the compromise that takes 
place in her household this time of year and how it applies
all year long. Here’s what she wrote:

It always happens about this time of year. My husband 
fl ashes me one of those melt-your-heart-fabulous smiles 
and then prefaces  the next sentence with, “Don’t be mad 
at me honey, but ...” Sometimes I just beg him not to utter 
whatever the next sentence might be. But if I’m mindful 
of the season, I realize I’m about to receive this year’s 
“Lent directive.”

I love that we make this interfaith marriage work. I 
love that he’s a man of conviction. The whole, “Let’s ban 
an entire food group for longer than Noah’s fl ood,” not so 
much. But I’m a team player, and so I take notes. 

There have admittedly been a few mishaps on my part. 
Like the year he gave up sugar, and I lovingly made two 
batches of hamantaschen during Lent — I’m enjoying the 
irony of that sentence even as I type it. I made one batch 
with sugar and one with Splenda so my husband could 
enjoy this yearly tradition while abstaining from sugar. 
Did you know that Splenda is derived from sugar and 
thus not allowed? Yeah, me neither.

Then there was the year of the bread confusion. Pizza 
is not bread. Tortillas aren’t bread. I claim the latter two 
are “fl at,” or unleavened, when it comes time to make 
Passover rulings. My husband? Yeah, he doesn’t buy that 
argument either.

This year he announced (drum roll please) “No fl our.” 
Insert expletives here. I’m secretly convinced he likes to 
up the ante each year just to fi nd my breaking point.

“You know there’s fl our in, like, e-v-e-r-y-t-h-i-n-g, 
right honey?” I say sweetly (through clenched jaw) while 
I cross off beef stew, pasta and pizza from the next week’s 
meal plan.

He’s not worried. His Jewish wife is. How am I going to 
pull this off in a house where no one else is living under 
“the ban,” but I refuse to cook separate meals for sepa-
rate folks? It’s a matter of principle. I believe that family 
meals are just that — the shared eating of a single meal 
together.

It occurred to me that observing Lent for our interfaith 
family requires a special kind of mindfulness. Sometimes 
you have friends to remind you to drop the hot dog on 
Friday. Or a wife who is willing to renegotiate the family 
dietary rules for a higher purpose. But with or without 
a team — and always opt for the “with” if given a choice 
— there’s something wonderful to be said for a practice 
that requires you to pause and examine your choices.

I’m thinking about giving up sarcasm for Lent — but 
only after I press “send.” 
Terri Barnes is a military wife and mother of three. She writes 
Spouse Calls weekly for Stars and Stripes and is the author of 
“Spouse Calls: Messages From a Military Life.” Contact her at 
spousecalls@stripes.com.

SPOUSE CALLS

 BY JASMINE MAKI

Grand Forks (N.D.) Herald 

 With graduation just 
around the corner, 
Becki DeGeest, of 
Moorhead, Minn., might 

not know what is in store for her 
future as she endlessly applies for 
various jobs in cities around the 
world. But she knows one thing 
that’s not in her future: children.

“It’s not in the plan, anyway,” she 
said.

Even as a young teenager, De-
Geest said, she was never really 
interested in having children. While 
her childhood friends fantasized 
about settling down in their home-
towns and raising their own fami-
lies, DeGeest said, she just wanted 
to get out. Thoughts of a successful 
career, endless travels and a life 
of adventure fi lled her mind. Kids 
were never a part of that picture.

“I love kids, but I’ve never really 
seen myself having kids,” she said, 
adding that it doesn’t mean she 
won’t get married.

DeGeest, now 22, has been dating 
Peter Lonnquist, of Moorhead, for 
3 ½ years, and they’ve often talked 
of their future together. They’ve 
even thought about the possibility of 
children and discussed their favor-
ite baby names.

“Those conversations do pop up,” 
she said. But, neither of them views 
children as part of the plan.

They’re not alone. A recent study 
conducted by Stewart Friedman 
at the University of Pennsylvania 
showed that the number of recent 

grads planning to have children 
dropped 30 percent from 1992 to 
2012. Whether it’s because of fi nan-
cial situations, career choices or the 
desire to travel, more people are 
opting out of having children.

“For me, it’s the traveling and ca-
reer aspect of it,” DeGeest said. “For 
Peter, fi nance defi nitely plays a role.”

DeGeest is applying for jobs in 
New York City, Los Angeles and 
London. She said she’d never raise 
children in a big city. She said she 
also wants to travel more, and it’d 
be diffi cult with kids.

DeGeest said she is more focused 
on advancing her career than grow-
ing a family. Others might have a 
different reason for the same deci-
sion.

David Flynn, University of North 
Dakota professor of economics, said 
there are many factors that play a 
part in the decision to have kids, 
and if so, how many. Some of those 
factors include the size of one’s own 
family, one’s religious upbringing 
and one’s career path.

Flynn said people who come from 
big families with four or more chil-
dren often tend to have more chil-
dren of their own. The same goes for 
people raised in a religious family.

On the other hand, women who 
are more career-oriented  might opt 
out because they feel having a child 
might interrupt their desired career 
path, Flynn said. This is a decision 
women have that men don’t neces-
sarily face.

“Depending on what industry 
you’re in, that may or may not 
matter,” he said. “For instance, the 

nursing and teaching professions 
are, generally speaking, more ame-
nable to the maternity-type leave.” 
Alternatively, he said, someone with 
a business career might view hav-
ing a child as a negative choice that 
might curb or slow advancement 
opportunities.

Economic factors play a big role 
in the decision as well, Flynn said, 
because having a child represents 
an ongoing fi nancial commitment 
for a number of years.

“With the long time span of com-
mitment that it has, it does some-
times make people uncertain of how 
to evaluate and assess that situa-
tion,” he said.

Many are fi nding that the easiest 
solution is to simply not have kids, 
while others are waiting until 
they’re more fi nancially stable or 
established in their careers. 

The national average age at fi rst 
birth has increased from 21.4 in 1970 
to 25.6 years today, according to the 
National Center for Health Statistics.

Some are planning to wait even 
longer than that. College freshman 
Raini Stanek, of East Grand Forks, 
Minn., said she thinks 28 or 29 would 
be a good age to start having kids.

“You have to live your life fi rst, 
experience life before you give life,” 
she said.

Stanek  said she believes the 
change of mindset when it comes 
to having children is because of 
increased opportunities.

“We have a lot more opportunities 
than our parents had, so we have 
more things to go see and experi-
ence,” she said. 

millennials
More young adults choosing career, travel over kids

MCT illustration 

Terri Barnes

Childless Compromise at Lent 
— and all year long 
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  BY ALICIA RANCILIO

The Associated Press

 Since being cast in the film 
adaptation of “Fifty Shades 
of Grey,” Jamie Dornan, who 
plays the S&M-loving billionaire 

Christian Grey, has largely stayed out of 
the public eye.

Aside from being spotted on the 
streets of Vancouver, British Columbia, 
while filming the movie, the 31-year-old 
Dornan hasn’t walked any red carpets or 
really talked about the role.

He did tweet on Jan. 1 from his offi-
cial account, “looking forward to 2015,” 
which hinted at the film’s scheduled re-
lease next February. 

This aura of mystery surrounding 
Dornan is a good thing, says Marcia 

Gay Harden, who plays his char-
acter’s mother in the film. “I 

think the point is to have 
somebody mysterious be-

cause if you have some-
body with too much 
pedigree to them ... 

you can’t stop thinking about the pedi-
gree. You just can’t. It’s almost impossible
in a film to do that. ... I think that would 
be very hard to do for that role, so I think
it’s good that he’s a bit of a mystery.”

Dornan had a recurring role on  the TV
show “Once Upon a Time” and starred in
the Irish TV drama series “The Fall” as a 
serial killer who targets women .

So, what can she share about him?
“He’s beautiful. He’s chiseled beauty

and the camera eats it up. He’s an Irish
boy. ... A U.K.-based actor who has done a 
bit of film. He just had a baby (with wife
Amelia Warner). ... He’s a sweet guy. He 
does surfing. He sings little Irish ditties
occasionally,” she said.

As for playing the mom of such a sexu-
ally charged character, the 54-year-old 
Harden says her scenes were more PG-
rated. “If you are not in the red play-
room of pain and pleasure with some
naked flesh in your face and a sex toy 
in your hand, the experience of shooting
the movie is much like doing any other
movie. I’m the mom. I’m momma Grey,” 
she joked. 

 ‘Fifty Shades of Grey’ mom says
lead actor is ‘such a sweet guy’

FACES

 BY YVONNE VILLARREAL

Los Angeles Times

 Here’s an announcement writ-
ten in the stars: CBS has renewed 
“The Big Bang Theory” for an 
additional three years, taking it 
into the 2016-2017 season.

It’s the second time the series 
has scored a three-season re-
newal. And one doesn’t need to 
be a science nerd to understand 
how the power behind the com-
edy’s ratings plays into its life 
extension.

The Thursday series is TV’s 
top-rated comedy among adults 
18-49. The series, currently in 
its seventh season, is averaging 
a hefty 19.8 million viewers per 

week and a whopping 6.1 among 
the 18-49 demo.

“Comedy is a big part of our 
schedule, and ‘The Big Bang The-
ory’ is the biggest comedy force 
on television,” said Nina Tassler, 
chairman, CBS Entertainment, 
in a statement. “This multi-year 
deal further strengthens our net-
work’s position for future seasons 
and marks another chapter in the 
great partnership CBS enjoys 
with (show producer) Warner 
Bros. Television for delivering au-
diences the best in comedy. We’re 
proud to work with and showcase 
the incredible talents of (execu-
tive producers) Chuck Lorre, 
Steve Molaro and this amazing 
cast every week.” 

  The Associated Press

Nickelodeon is looking to slime some ath-
letes. The network said Thursday it is start-
ing a sports awards show modeled after its 
popular Kids’ Choice Awards honoring the 
highs and lows in entertainment.

“Kids’ Choice Sports 2014,” with former 
football star and daytime talk-show host 
Michael Strahan as executive producer and 
host, is planned for July 17 in Los Angeles.

Nick viewers will vote on their favorite 
teams, players and sports moments — some 
serious, some not so serious. As always, some 

of the stars will get “slimed,” or covered in 
the bright green gunk that gets a young audi-
ence laughing.

The Kids’ Choice Awards, to be held March 
29 with Mark Wahlberg as host, is annually 
one of the network’s most popular programs  .

Other news 
 � Officials across much of the Muslim 

world said Thursday that the upcoming big-
budget film “Noah” featuring Russell Crowe 
as the ark-building prophet will not be shown 
in local theaters because it could offend view-

ers. The decision comes after the film sparked 
controversy among conservative Christians in
the U.S., which prompted Paramount Pictures
to add a disclaimer to its marketing material
saying that “artistic license has been taken” 
in telling the story.

�    The pioneers of hip-hop are hoping to 
create a museum in the Bronx in New York 
dedicated to the genre. Organizers say it would
be called the Universal Hip Hop Museum. 
Afrika Bambaataa says the museum would
look at the historical and cultural roots of
hip-hop and the contributions made by break 
dancers and disc jockeys .  

TV comedy ‘The Big Bang Theory’ 
renewed for three more seasons

It’s good the actor playing Christian Grey in “Fifty Shades of 
Grey” has kept a low profile, says co-star  Marcia Gay Harden .

 AP

Geek streak

CBS

With a three-season renewal from CBS, watchers will have the men of “The Big Bang Theory” — from 
left, Simon Helberg, Jim Parsons, Johnny Galecki and Kunal Nayyar  — around through  the 2016-2017 
television season.  The show is averaging 19.8 million viewers a week. 

 BY FRAZIER MOORE

The Associated Press 

 “Jeopardy!” champ Arthur 
Chu, who won big money while 
taking heat for his renegade style, 
has been defeated.

Chu finished in third place with 
zero dollars on Wednesday’s edi-
tion of the syndicated quiz show. 
He had reigned for 12 days. His 
total winnings were $297,200.

“A great run,” summed up host 
Alex Trebek.

Chu was unseated by Diana 
Peloquin of Ann Arbor, Mich., 
who led for the day with $15,700.

Chu had struggled for much of 
the show when, in Final Jeopar-
dy, he risked, and lost, his entire 
day’s bankroll — $6,400 — on the 
question: “He was the last male 
monarch who had not previously 
been Prince of Wales.”

Only Peloquin had the correct 
response: George VI.

The 30-year-old Chu, a resi-
dent of Broadview Heights, Ohio, 
has described himself on Twitter 
as “mad genius, comedian, actor 
and freelance voiceover artist.”

He applied a “mad genius” 
approach to “Jeopardy!” brink-
manship. He ditched the time-
honored practice of polishing off 
each category’s questions one by 
one. Instead, he took a hopscotch 
approach to his category choices, 
which tended to keep his oppo-
nents off-kilter. He also concluded 
that the bottom rows of the game 
board are most likely to contain 
the hidden Daily Doubles, and he 
played accordingly.

Chu’s strategy fueled indigna-
tion from “Jeopardy!” tradition-
alists, who contended that such 
an aggressive style was somehow 
unsportsmanlike and exhibited a 
lack of respect for the game. 

‘Jeopardy!’ champ 
Chu unseated 
after 12-day run

Nick launching sports awards show; yes, stars will be slimed
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If Putin succeeds, parts of Russia might secede
BY DAVID IGNATIUS

WASHINGTON

It’s still possible to imagine a fuzzy, 
face-saving compromise in Ukraine: 
Crimea would have a new, quasi-
autonomous administrative status 

blessed by Moscow and Kiev. The prob-
lem is that few analysts think Russian 
President Vladimir Putin will swallow this 
diplomatic pill.

Secretary of State John Kerry will make 
one more try, seeing his Russian counter-
part Serge y Lavrov in London on Friday; 
Kerry hasn’t ruled out traveling on to see 
Putin himself. But that’s unlikely to stop 
the planned referendum this Sunday in 
which Crimeans are almost certain to vote 
to break away from Ukraine.

What happens next, if Putin doesn’t take 
Kerry’s “offramp”? That’s quite literally a 
guessing game for the Obama administra-
tion. Officials can’t be sure how the Russian 
leader will move; they hope the West will 
stay united in imposing punitive sanctions, 
but that unity can’t be guaranteed. Above 
all, U.S. officials are assessing whether the 
Ukraine crisis will mean a real breach in 
U.S.-Russian relations — one that could 
torpedo joint diplomatic efforts over Syria 
and Iran — or whether common interests 
can prevail.

You hear two strains of opinion about 
Putin from administration officials and 
other foreign policy analysts. For simplici-
ty’s sake, let’s summarize these two views 
as “Putin is strong” and “Putin is weak.”

Those who see the Russian leader play-
ing a strong hand argue that he has been 
readying such a military intervention for 
more than a decade. He invaded Georgia 

in 2008 and faced little Western opposition. 
He has now used military force to protect 
Russia’s interests in Ukraine and, perhaps, 
other neighboring states — prompting talk 
of sanctions but no serious military re-
sponse. He has shown that a dictator’s bul-
lying tactics can be successful.

The alternative view of a weak Putin 
begins with the fundamentals: Russia is in 
political, economic and social decline. Pu-
tin’s abrasive tactics, far from intimidating 
Ukraine, led its people to depose Russian-
backed President Viktor Yanukovych last 
month and form a new government. By 
his truculent behavior, Putin has driven 
Russia’s neighbors closer to NATO. A weak 
Putin, in this view, has stumbled into the 
very situation he most fears.

My guess is that Putin will be a winner 
only in the short run. The negatives for 
Russia have probably increased because 
of the events of the past month. Russia 
has likely lost most of Ukraine as a buffer 
state, even if it claims Crimea as a consola-
tion prize. The world simply isn’t moving 
Russia’s way.

A small sign of Putin’s long-term prob-
lem is that both China and Japan have 
pulled back from Moscow, thanks to the 
Crimea adventure. China fears that the 
Crimean secessionist movement could be 
a model for Tibet; Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Shinzo Abe, who had been warming to 
Putin, has shown solidarity with America 
and Europe.

Will the Ukraine crisis prove a major 
turning point, tipping the world toward a 
new cold war? Despite the obvious dangers 
of confrontation, many analysts say that’s 
unlikely. Should Crimeans endorse inde-
pendence as expected, the Russian parlia-

ment may up the ante by voting to annex 
the region. But what may follow is a period
in which the region’s status is legally un-
defined, and the U.S. continues to seek a 
compromise between Kiev and Moscow. 
Putin could disrupt that by encouraging 
unrest in Russian-speaking cities of east-
ern Ukraine, such as Donetsk and Kharkiv
— and threatening further intervention.
But that risky course is unlikely.

U.S. officials also doubt that Russia will
sabotage the chemical-weapons disposal
agreement in Syria or the P5+1 negotia-
tions to limit Iran’s nuclear program. Putin
has a personal stake in both, and they are
symbols of Russia’s influence. If Putin 
were to scuttle such diplomacy, it would
deepen Russia’s isolation.

Putin must also be careful about the 
domestic consequences of his Crimea
putsch. Yes, it has brought him popularity 
in Russia as a tough, nationalistic leader. 
But it may also encourage secessionists in
Dagestan, Chechnya and other potential
breakaway regions.

The Ukraine showdown, in a sense, has 
been a confrontation, as Kerry argues, 
between a 19th-century worldview and a 
21st-century approach. Putin’s moves on 
the ground have been decisive, with im-
mediate impact. The U.S.-led response has
been collective, deliberative and slower
to emerge. The world was impressed ini-
tially by the “shock and awe” of America’s
military intervention in Iraq in 2003. One 
thing on which Putin and President Barack
Obama can agree is that the benefits of that
military intervention didn’t last.
David Ignatius is a member of
Washington Post Writers Group.

Tell us what you think
Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on editorials and columns that are published in the newspaper, and values letters on topics of importance in the lives of our readers. 
All letters must be signed, and must include the writer’s address or base and telephone number. Please limit all letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit letters for length, 
taste and clarity. To write us, please refer to the Reader letters information on this page.

OPINION
Max D. Lederer Jr., Publisher

Richard Braun, General Manager, Europe
John Panasiewicz, General Manager, Pacific

Lt. Col. Jeff Myer,  Europe commander
Lt. Col. Brian Porter, Pacific commander

EDITORIAL
Terry Leonard, Editorial Director

leonard.terry@stripes.com

Sam Amrhein, Deputy Managing Editor
amrhein.sam@stripes.com

Tina Croley, Enterprise Editor
croley.tina@stripes.com

BUREAU STAFF
Europe/Mideast
Teddie Weyr, News Editor Europe/Mideast
weyr.teddie@stripes.com; 
+49(0)631.3615.9310; cell 
+49(0)173.315.1881; DSN (314)583.9310

Pacific
Paul Alexander, News Editor Pacific
alexander.paul@stripes.com
+81-3 6385.5377; cell (080)5883.1673 
DSN (315)225.5377

Washington
Patrick Dickson, Washington Bureau Chief
dickson.patrick@stripes.com
(+1)(703)693.6957; DSN (312)223.6957
Brian Bowers, Assistant Managing Editor, News
bowers.brian@stripes.com
Joe Gromelski, Assistant Managing Editor, Web
gromelski.joe@stripes.com
Sean Moores, Assistant Managing Editor, 
Sports, Features and Graphics
moores.sean@stripes.com

CONTACT US
Washington
tel: (+1)202.761.0900; DSN (312)763.0900; 
fax: (+1)202.761.0890
529 14th Street NW, Suite 350, Washington, DC 
20045-1301

Reader letters
letters@stripes.com

Additional contacts
stripes.com/contactus

OMBUDSMAN
Ernie Gates

The Stars and Stripes ombudsman protects the 
free flow of news and information, reporting 
any attempts by the military or other authorities 
to undermine the newspaper’s independence. 
The ombudsman also responds to concerns and 
questions from readers, and monitors coverage for 
fairness, accuracy, timeliness and balance. The 
ombudsman welcomes comments from readers, 
and can be contacted by email at ombudsman@
stripes.com, or by phone at 202.761.0587. 
 

Stars and Stripes (USPS 0417900) is published 
weekdays (except Dec. 25 and Jan. 1) for 50 cents 
Monday through Thursday and for $1 on Friday 
by Pacific Stars and Stripes, Unit 45002, APO 
AP 96338-5002. Periodicals postage paid at San 
Francisco, CA, Postmaster: Send address changes 
to Pacific Stars and Stripes, Unit 45002, APO AP 
96338-5002.

This newspaper is authorized by the Department 
of Defense for members of the military services 
overseas. However, the contents of Stars and 
Stripes are unofficial, and are not to be considered 
as the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. 
government. As a DOD newspaper, Stars and 
Stripes may be distributed through official
channels and use appropriated funds for
distribution to remote locations where overseas 
DOD personnel are located.

The appearance of advertising in this publication 
does not constitute endorsement by the Department 
of Defense or Stars and Stripes of the products
or services advertised. Products or services
advertised shall be made available for purchase, use 
or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, 
sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical 
handicap, political affiliation or any other nonmerit 
factor of the purchaser, user or patron.

© Stars and Stripes 2014

stripes.com

Cut active-duty numbers and watch out
 BY JAY AMBROSE

McClatchy-Tribune News Service

Let’s shrivel our military and res-
cue ourselves from debt, say some. 
They are confused. They should 
note for starters that this is the 

second decade of the 21st century, a far dis-
tance from the days when military spend-
ing took up as much as half the budget. It’s 
18 percent now, a dwarf next to the budget-
ary Goliath it used to be. The Goliath today 
is entitlement programs.

Many people don’t get that — it’s not en-
tirely clear the Obama administration gets 
that — but the old news is that military 
spending came down significantly after 
the Soviet Union waved goodbye. Remem-
ber how economically jovial the Clinton 
years were? One reason was major mili-
tary reductions in federal spending.

Today, however, you could start substi-
tuting pea shooters for drones as part of a 
transformation-to-tiny military budget and 
still witness bloat in overall spending over 
time as baby boomers retire and Medicare, 
Social Security and other programs usher 
us to a continent-shaking debt calamity.

Never mind, says the administration 
as it proposes something resembling a 
pea-shooter initiative that includes the 
hacking of Army manpower to the lowest 
levels seen since before World War II. The 
president frets little about the entitlement 
threat, instead giving us another entitle-
ment, something a third of Americans say 
has already made their lives worse despite 

his legally dubious delays of its imposed 
tribulations. I speak of Obamacare. I speak 
of gross negligence.

The confusion about military spend-
ing does not end with faulty awareness of 
what’s big and small in dollar distributions. 
It extends to the point of not knowing how 
dangerous the world still is or what kinds 
of strategies might make a difference.

You see, there’s Russia, and there’s 
Vladimir Putin, and while he is not exactly 
another Soviet premier, he is tap dancing 
in that direction. There’s China playing 
bullying games with Japan and still mak-
ing threats about Taiwan as it enlarges its 
military in another great leap forward. 
There’s nuclear-armed North Korea 
headed by someone whose less-than-reas-
suring character attributes appear to be 
murderousness and wackiness. We haven’t 
even mentioned Africa or the Middle East 
or jihadism yet, and when you put it all 
together, it’s not as if there’s nothing that 
may need deterring, no possibility of ag-

gression requiring response.
No big deal, retort some, observing how 

our military is larger than the next 10 larg-
est militaries without getting that it’s not
a helpful idea to make this a fairer fight if
it comes to that. We want to win decisively
with as little loss as possible and we want
to keep it from coming to that by scaring
possible aggressors to shivers and shakes. 
Not only that, but the challenges to us come
from every possible direction, meaning our 
forces could be spread here, there and yon-
der fighting many enemies, some of them
plenty powerful in plenty of ways.

Yes, it’s true that any bureaucracy will
have waste, that priorities and needs
change, that readjustments are forever
needed and that sometimes some savings
are involved. But when you run across lib-
erals or libertarians telling you that we
can cut military spending enormously, ask
them about strategy. 

I asked a libertarian that once after a de-
bate had arrived at a question-and-answer 
period, and he snarled that I was expecting 
him to say all we had to do was have weap-
ons and troops on our shore lines. No. I was
looking for an analysis equal to his oppo-
nent’s intricate illustrations of what might 
achieve what where. As best I understood
by the time this person had quit rambling
in search of an answer was that he thought 
we could just have weapons and troops on
our shore lines.

I am sorry. It won’t do.
Jay Ambrose is a McClatchy-Tribune columnist. 

When you run across 
liberals or libertarians 
telling you that we can 
cut military spending 
enormously, ask them 
about strategy.
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Stolen passports pose threat 
Boston Herald

It is apparently the dirty little secret of 
international airline travel that more than 
1 billion times a year passengers board 
planes without ever having their passports 
checked against Interpol’s database of 40 
million lost or stolen passports.

Even as investigators search for the Ma-
laysia Airlines flight that disappeared out 
of the sky after leaving Kuala Lumpur, the 
tale of two men who boarded the jet with 
stolen passports was raising even more 
speculation about its fate. That the two 
men, ages 19 and 29, were Iranian, trav-
eling together and traveling light, hasn’t 
calmed any nerves.

But even if the two turn out to be sim-
ply unfortunate travelers — along with the 
other 237 souls on board — there is now no 
longer denying the security lapses that are 
a part of hopping a flight from most loca-
tions around the globe.

Only a relative handful of countries — 
the United States, Britain, the United Arab 
Emirates — bother to check passengers’ 
passports against the Interpol database.

Interpol Secretary General Ronald 
Noble said his agency has long asked why 
countries would “wait for a tragedy to put 
prudent security measures in place at bor-
ders and boarding gates.”

Fighting terrorism isn’t the only rea-
son for making those cross-checks either. 
There really is no good reason to be trav-
eling with a stolen passport, now is there? 
Think drug smugglers, money launderers, 
criminals of all sorts.

The other take away from this disaster is 
the revelation that Thailand is apparently 
the stolen passport capital of the world, 
where gangs of thieves have been known to 
go room to room at less-secure hotels.

It will ultimately be up to travelers to 
vote with their feet and their travel dollars 
for nations and airlines that put security 
first. 

CIA overstepped on documents
Newsday 

In a stunning public eruption of bad 
blood, Senate Intelligence Committee 
Chairwoman Dianne  Feinstein blasted the 
CIA on Tuesday for clandestinely remov-
ing incriminating documents about the 
agency’s activities from her committee’s 
computers.

The documents were among 6.2 million 
pages the CIA had provided to the com-
mittee for its investigation of the agency’s 
detention program in which terrorism sus-
pects were subjected to enhanced inter-
rogation techniques later discredited as 
torture.

CIA officials said they searched the 
computers to uncover how the committee 
gained access to the agency’s internal re-
view of the detention program. But snoop-
ing on Congress is outrageous.

There is no acceptable reason for the 
CIA to surreptitiously interfere with a con-
gressional investigation of its operations. 
Such oversight is an important congressio-
nal responsibility. It’s absolutely essential 
when the agency in question operates in 
secrecy.

When the committee launched its probe 
in 2009, the CIA provided the documents 
via computers in Virginia. In December 
2012, the committee completed a 6,300-
page report that, while not public, is re-
portedly scathingly critical of the CIA. The 
agency disputed many of the committee’s 
assertions in a written response. But that 

response was at odds with the findings of 
the CIA’s own internal investigation of the 
program that had been summarized for 
then-Director Leon Panetta.

Feinstein, D-Calif., said the “Panetta 
review,” which agreed with the Senate 
committee’s findings, was among the doc-
uments the CIA removed from the panel’s 
computers. She accused the CIA of break-
ing federal laws that bar it from conduct-
ing domestic searches, undermining the 
separation of powers and attempting to in-
timidate her committee.

If crimes were committed, perpetrators 
should be prosecuted. And if Feinstein’s 
account is verified, heads should roll at the 
CIA.

 Gillibrand bill was a better fix
The Dallas Morning News 

There is no doubt, as Sen. Kirsten Gil-
librand, D-N.Y., told colleagues last week, 
that members of Congress trust the mili-
tary chain of command. The problem, she 
pointed out, is that victims of sexual as-
sault do not.

The Department of Defense found that 
in 2012, there were an estimated 26,000 
sexual assaults in the military — but only 
3,374 were reported. Fewer than 10 per-
cent of those — 302 — were prosecuted.

Such abysmal numbers led Gillibrand to 
write a bill placing responsibility for sexual 
assault cases in the hands of seasoned pros-
ecutors rather than military commanders. 
And they were enough to persuade a ma-
jority of Gillibrand’s colleagues to support 
her bill last week , including both Majority 
Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., and Minority 
Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., as well as 
tea party firebrand Ted Cruz, R-Texas. But 
a majority wasn’t enough. Gillibrand’s bill 
was defeated on a procedural vote when 
it fell five votes short of a filibuster-proof 
majority.

In its place, the Senate unanimously 
passed a much tamer bill by Sen. Claire 
McCaskill, D-Mo., that would get rid of 
the “good soldier” defense that allows the 
positive service record of an accused to be 
taken into account.

The shameful defeat of Gillibrand’s bill 
was sandwiched between two news sto-
ries that illustrated how insidious and far-
reaching sexual assaults have become in 
the military.

Just hours before the vote, the armed 
services newspaper Stars and Stripes re-
vealed the suspension of the Army’s top 
sexual assault prosecutor amid allegations 
that he had, in 2011, groped and tried to 
kiss a lawyer who worked for him. At a 
sexual assault legal conference.

The day after the vote, the trial of Brig. 
Gen. Jeffrey Sinclair opened in Fort Bragg, 
N.C. Sinclair — himself once a key link in 
the chain of command — is accused of 
twice forcing a captain to engage in oral 
sex after she tried to break off a secret 

three-year affair. Sinclair, who is facing 
a forcible sodomy charge, is also accused 
of grabbing the captain’s genitalia against 
her will and having sex with her in public.

Opponents of the measure, such as Mc-
Caskill; Carl Levin, D-Mich.; and Lindsey 
Graham, R-S.C. — all members of the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee — as well 
as the DOD, worried that Gillibrand’s bill 
would undermine commanders’ authority. 
And, they say, there’s no proof that taking 
sexual assault cases out of commanders’ 
hands would discourage retaliation or pro-
mote more reporting.

The proof, it would seem, is in the num-
bers. Given the military’s categorical 
failure in dealing with sexual assaults, 
anything that seriously shakes up the mili-
tary justice system would have been an 
improvement.

Economy still underperforming
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

February’s job creation figures released 
by the Bureau of Labor Statistics last week  
underline the continuing pathetic state of 
the American job market.

New jobs for the month numbered a mid-
dling 175,000, but the three-month average 
including January and normally vigorous 
December activity was a pale 121,000. The 
unemployment rate was 6.7 percent, mask-
ing a 203,000-person increase in long-term 
joblessness among Americans, a number 
now standing at 3.8 million. Wild-eyed opti-
mists, perhaps seeking to jack up the stock 
market, proposed that the February figure 
would have been higher if the weather had 
been better in parts of the country.

It is clear that drastic action needs to be 
taken if the situation of high unemploy-
ment, lowering quality of jobs and low, 
stagnant pay is no longer to persist in an 
economy that has been in recession since 
2008.

President Barack Obama’s cheerlead-
ing on the subject, or Democratic efforts to 
blame it on the Republicans, or vice versa, 
should be of no satisfaction to Americans. 
Whether the Federal Reserve Bank contin-
ues to hand lollipops or tapers them, in the 
form of quantitative easing to America’s 
banks to fatten their uninvested reserves 
or to increase the bonuses they pay the rich 
people who run them, is also of no major 
interest to Americans who want to work, or 
who want to be paid a living wage for the 
work they do.

These latest job figures support a conten-
tion that serious action needs to be taken 
by federal and state leaders and legisla-
tures to tackle the problem. The fact that 
many of them will be busy this year pur-
suing money from the non-job-creators to 
finance their re-elections serves as a clear 
message to taxpayers to turn them out of 
office in the primaries and in November, 
based on their far-inadequate performance 
in the face of an employment crisis.

 Let US export natural gas
Charleston (W.Va.) Daily Mail
Right now, Europe would love nothing 

more than to stop Vladimir Putin from re-
assembling the old Evil Empire of the So-
viet Union. But Putin has Europe cornered
this winter. Russia supplies 36 percent of
the natural gas consumed by Germans.

Twelve other European countries are
even more dependent, with the three Bal-
tic states and Finland receiving all of their 
natural gas from Mother Russia. It is dif-
ficult to stand up to someone when you are 
shivering from the cold.

West Virginia can help. The U.S. Energy 
Information Agency estimates that West
Virginia and its neighbors are sitting on 
141 trillion cubic feet of natural gas in the
Marcellus shale formation. Surely some
natural gas from West Virginia and other 
sources in the U.S. can be sold and shipped
to Europe to end the Russian monopoly.

But federal law restricts exports of natu-
ral gas, as House Speaker John Boehner
pointed out in a column in The Wall Street
Journal.

“These policies have amounted to our na-
tion imposing economic sanctions on itself 
— sentencing consumers in the U.S. and
abroad to higher prices and slower growth
while ceding the international energy mar-
ketplace to countries such as Russia, Ven-
ezuela and Iran,” Boehner wrote.

Exporting natural gas to Europe would
benefit West Virginians. State government
receives about $175 million a year in sev-
erance taxes from oil and gas. Increased
sales abroad would increase those tax 
revenues. The state already exports more
than $7 billion a year worth of coal.

Boehner called upon President Barack 
Obama to approve the Keystone pipeline, 
lift his restrictions on oil and gas from fed-
eral lands and expedite applications to ex-
port liquefied natural gas.

Ending the Russian monopoly on natu-
ral gas throughout central and eastern Eu-
rope would allow those nations to be truly
independent of Putin and Russia. Sales of 
natural gas from the U.S. to Europe would
hurt Moscow in the pocketbook as half of
Russian tax revenues come from oil and
gas exports. The soft power of exporting
energy would be far more effective than 
the current timid diplomacy displayed by
Europe and Washington.

Drill, baby, drill — and make the world a
safer and more peaceful place. 

 Border Patrol priority is safety
The Arizona Republic

The U.S. Border Patrol, kicking and
screaming, last week  announced clarifica-
tions in its use-of-force policies.

They are small changes, just a statement
of common sense. That they have to be said 
— and come only because of pressure from
Congress and the press — says much about
the need for greater oversight and restraint
at this agency.

Border Patrol Chief Michael Fisher told 
agents to stop jumping in front of vehicles
they’re trying to stop. He said they can no
longer fire on a vehicle “merely fleeing
from agents.” And if someone starts throw-
ing rocks at them, agents should move out
of range instead of immediately shooting.

Recommendations to this effect were
blacked out of a congressionally request-
ed report into 19 deaths, only to later be 
revealed by press reports. That’s an in-
dication that enough pressure driven by
disturbing truths can bring change even to 
this recalcitrant agency.

Had those policies been in force, Jose
Antonio Elena Rodriguez might be alive
today. He’s the 16-year-old boy shot in the
back while walking down a street in No-
gales, Sonora. Border Patrol agents firing 
through the  fence hit him multiple times.

Pressure needs to continue on the agen-
cy to fully reveal its use-of-force policies, 
as all other police agencies do. The Border
Patrol needs to be pressed to acknowledge
mistakes and release a full accounting of
deaths at the hands of its agents. 

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers 
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press 
and other stateside syndicates.

What newspapers
are saying at home
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Auto - Quality Pre-owned
US SPEC Vehicles

www.vilseckautosales.com
Free Europe-wide delivery

Opel, Zafira, 2005 $8500.00
2005 Opel Zafira 2.2 liter direct
injection. Automatic, AC, 7
seats, top box included, 1 year
old summer and winter tires with
r i m s . G e r m a n  s p e c s
015164197159

Chevrolet, Camaro, 2011
$21500.00 Black Camaro with
Green Stripes, 425 HP, brand
new wheels, great condition.
Car was purchased in U.S. Must
sell due to move. jkountz16@h
otmail.com

Honda, VTX 1300C, 2007
$5000.00 in very good condition.
It has 6,500 miles, 200 rear tire,
Cobra drag pipes with remova-
ble baffles, aftermarket mirrors,
Kuryakyn cold air intake, custom
made saddle. Any other ques-
tions, please feel free to ask.
01626946773

Yamaha, FZ8, 2011 $6500.00
StreetFighter Brand New tires
Power Commander Two Broth-
ers Exhaust Auto Tuner HID
Projector Headlight with ring
Modded Airbox Synthetic Oil
K&N filter US Spec. 314
521-2172 nejelskij@yahoo.com

Volkswagon, Jetta GLS Wag-
on, 2002 $3500.00 2002 VW
Jetta GLS Wagon. Dependable
car with newer summer and
winter tires. Just under 99,000
miles. 5-speed manual transmis-
sion, AC, power door locks and
windows, CD player. Timing belt
and water pump changed in
2012. Asking $3500. Currently
parked at sale lot in front of
Wiesbaden Army Lodge.
lcarabajal@yahoo.com

Cadillac, DeVille, 1986
$1500.00 4,1 liter 8 cylinder
enginer, air-conditioning 2-door
Coupe, 4-speed automatic, au-
tomatic windows, power brakes.
Power Steering. 135 hp. eric_ri
chelsen@web.de

Dodge, Journey RT AWD,
2009 $13000.00 Bought new in
October 2009 from AAFES car
sales. Has every option availa-
ble for this vehicle for the year.
Vehicle is close to immaculate
even though its 5 years old.
Everything works and the car
will be dealer serviced again
with a 2 year inspection for the
new buyer. It has been with us
for 5 years and selling only
because of the family getting
smaller with children going off to
college and PCS. 01622341454
somaratna@juno.com

Land rover, Defender, 2002
$5000.00 turbo diesel white 5
doors 5 seats cd radio plus 10
cd changer optional ex-tech
diamond plate roof rack at
additional cost German specs
can not take to USA until 25
years old Etspcs@aol.com

Harley Davidson, VRSCB,
2005 $11000.00 Custom VROD
with 240mm wide tire kit,
passenger footboards, and re-
movable ultimate touring wind-
s h i e l d .  0 1 5 1 1 5 2 8 7 1 0 0
cwatts7622@me.com

Patriot Military Automobiles
Pre-Owned Center

- Insurance
Now Available -

www.patriot-autos.net
"We are Patriots!"

Suzuki, Hayabusa, 2011
$10498.00 A red, black and
chrome American spec Busa
with only 3,600 miles. NADA
(average) retail $12,674. Only
mods are incredible sounding
dual Yoshimura 011 49 9662
420 695 lamonte.r.chatman.mil
@mail.mil

BMW, 15" Rims, 1993 $100.00,
I am selling 4 bmw alloy oem
15" rims taken off my `93 318i.
The rims are in fair condition.
Good for any BMW owner who
need r ims or spares.
ss2day@gmail.com

Dodge, Caliber, 2011 $7500.00
Good reliable car. Bought new
from military car sales back
June of 2011. Winter tires
included. PCSing. Need to sale.
Ethan.king@netzero.net

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Jeep Grand Cherokee, SUV,
2012 $29200.00 Economical
3.6Lt ENG, Black with BLK
leather, 4X4, sunroof, PWR DRs
INs, Touch Radio w ith CD
HDDRV & BT, still under factory
warrantee. 01743229616

BMW, M3 Convertible, 2011
$53000.00 Own one of the last
V8 M3's. New car condition with
less than 8,000 miles and 100%
OEM stock. Jerez Black with 3M
Scotchgardâ„¢ Paint Protection
Film, Black Novillo Leather
interior. Garaged, winter stored,
never tracked & loaded! im-
2l8@msn.com

Harley Davidson, Sportster
883XL, 2007 $5500.00 with
1,852 Miles. Garage kept and
looking new. Has never been
dropped. Will pass inspection
without a problem. Has a few
upgrades all bought from Harley
Davidson catalog, contact for
more information. Motorcycle
cover included. Located in the
Grafenwoehr area. Reasonable
offers will be considered. emai:
alejandro_fuentecillayahoo.com

Chrysler, Town and Country,
2005, 7 seats power sliding
doors, hatch, mirrors, windows,
front seats heated front seats
leather interior back seats are
stow and go 83, 765 miles at
time of original posting in August
2013 automatic available now
bttrflypin@yahoo.com

Jeep, Grand Cherokee Limited,
2007 $17900.00 Steel blue, gray
leather, sun roof, heated power
seats, front and rear fog lights.
All maintenance completed by
Jeep paperwork available. Ex-
cellent car. Negotiable.
01727105195
tom.lorenzini@hotmail.com

Audi, A4 Avant S-Line 17
$250.00 4 Audi S-Line 17" 5
spoke rims. Used with a few
scratches. Car was totalled with
winter tires on it and now I have
these rims sitting in my garage.
Current tires on them are
Dunlop summers 235.45. R17
but they won't pass inspection.
(Needed to get new tires for this
summer, but no longer have to
thanks to idiot running the red
light in front of me. Thanks,
Idiot!) Pictures available on
request. Jay 0151-57863351
Wiesbaden

Suzuki, GSXR1000, 2007
$9500.00 US Specs; great con-
dition; comes with tons of
extras: ASV levers; Ohlins TTX
shock, fork cartridge kit with
extended caps; and steering
damper; Galfer wave rotors and
steel braided brake lines (plus
extra set of new brake pads);
stock and gel seats; Kenny
Roberts Carbon exhaust with db
killers; IDM Suzuki ECU custom
tune; BMC air filter; 520 Chain
upgrade with 1+2- sprockets
plus stock size; speedo healer;
tail delete and lots more.
onebas3@yahoo.com

BMW, 525i Kombi Wagon, 2005
$13500.00 76,000 miles Gray
with charcoal leather interior,
BMW navigation, BMW dealer
service all current electric heat-
ed seats very clean, non-
smoking comfortable car. Tires
less then 1 year. More photos
available. Gasoline 09843
936819 & 015166131273 DSN
467-4327, giz356gmail.com

Chevrolet, Camaro, 1996
$2200.00 350 LT1 from a 96
Z28. This was going to go into
my 92 RS, but I no longer have
the car so selling my stockpile. I
have everything for the fuel
injection setup (intake, wiring
harness, PCM, etc.), but I also
have everything to convert it to
carburated which is what I was
planning to do. Will sell in stock
trim for 1500, or with everything
to go carburated for 2200, this
will also include EFI stuff.
016091505042 mcgarnicle@ho
tmail.com

Automotive 140
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Harley Davidson, Road Glide
Ultra (FLTRU), 2012 $22000.00
US spec; Big Blue Pearl color;
cross-spoke wheels; 9,500mi.
Excellent condition, always ga-
raged, no issues whatsoever.
$6K in parts and upgrades to
this bike (full exhaust, dynojet,
12" apes, monotubes, seat with
driver backrest). Too much to
list here; if interested in addition-
al details or photos send me a
request. Private sale and I have
the Title in hand. Serious
inquiries only. Bike located in
Wiesbaden. 0151 275 18471

Suzuki, DL1000 V-Strom, 2002
$3950.00,German spec. 36K
(23,000 miles) Complete service
records. New Metzeler tires. Givi
rack and large side cases.
Always garaged. $3,950 Ans-
bach jgbocek@yahoo.com

Toyota, Tacoma,  2011
$26000.00 Fuel Economy: City
16

wy 20
omb 18 MPG Max Seating: 5
Doors: 4 Engine: V6, 4.0 Liter
Drivetrain: 4WD Transmission:
Automatic, 5-Spd wverdrive
EPA Class: Small Pickup Trucks
Body Style: Pickup Country of
Origin: Japan Country of As-
sembly: United States Color:
White Mileage: 37,000 Engine:
V6, 4.0 Liter Transmission:
Automatic, 5-Spd wverdrive
Drivetrain: 4WD Accessory
Packages: TRD Off-Road Pkg
Braking and Traction: Downhill
Assist Control Traction Control
Stability Control ABS (4-Wheel)
Comfort and Convenience: Key-
less Entry Air Conditioning Slid-
ing Rear Window Power Win-
dows Power Door Locks Cruise
Control Steering Power Steering
Tilt & Telescoping Wheel Enter-
tainment and Instrumentation:
AM FM Stereo MP3 (Single
Disc) Safety and Security: Back-
up Camera Dual Air Bags F&R
Side Air Bags F&R Head
Curtain Air Bags Lighting: Day-
time Running Lights Cargo and
Towing: Bed Liner Towing Pkg
Wheels and Tires Alloy Wheels
K&N Cold Ai r  In take
01626946773

Motorcycles 164
Jeep Grand Cherokee, 4x4
Ooverland, 2011 $32800.00
2011,5.7 V8 HEMI Jeep. Black
on Black, 45K miles, fully loaded
with every option available-
(heated and ventilated seats,
NAV, back-up camera,rear en-
tertainment system with two
wireless head sets, U-connect
voice command, keyless entry
and remote start, sun roof...) All
maintenance performed by
Jeep. 7 year, 100,000 mile
warranty. Call 0176-566-46570
or e-mail for more information
(craig.saccento@yahoo.com)

Chrysler, Dodge Grand Cara-
van SE, 2009 $13490.00, A
GREAT FAMILY CAR - 7 seats -
Stow and Go feature - DVD
player with Rear Entertainment
Center - Dual Sliding Doors -
Navigation System - Automatic
Transmission - Cloth Seats -
Keyless entry - Power Windows,
locks, mirrors - ABS Brakes -
Cruise control - Front, Side and
Curtain Airbags - AM FM Radio
with CD Player with MP3 and
AUX - Hard Drive (HDD) for
storing music - 16 " Alloy
Wheels - Steering Wheel with
touch controls - Dual zone
Climate Control - Luggage Rack
-  E n g i n e  3 . 3 L  V 6
0151-2606-7460 onassisromer
o@yahoo.com

FREE Pancake Breakfast!!! The
Knights of Columbus Timothy J.
Maude Council #10292 will host
a FREE Pancake Breakfast on
30 March 2014 at the ACS
Cafeteria on Hainerberg from
1000 to 1400 hours. The
Pancake Breakfast is FREE to
everyone, so bring your appetite
and come on out and enjoy
some great food and
fellowship!!! DSN 314-537-3159
joseph.e.cleboski.civ@mail.mil

BMW, 335i Convertible Hard-
Top, 2007 $15500.00, US Spec,
fully loaded, silver metallic, grey
leather, automatic, premium
pkg, sports pkg, and cold
weather pkg, premium sound
pkg, navigation, comfort access,
satellite radio, heated seats,
summer tires & rims, winter tires
& rims, wind deflector, free
BMW shipping, plus many etcs.,
114k autobahn miles. BMW
maintained and all records.
Located in the Wiesbaden Area
C o n t a c t :  G A R Y  C e l l :
0 1 6 2 2 6 6 1 1 5 2  E M A I L
gboyers@t-online.de

Events 041

German specs- one owner-
loaded-excellent condition--
garage kept-serviced by
Mercedes-$12,500 or best
offer--original cost 45k--four
summer and winter tires with
rims,heated seats, parktronic
and more--65000 miles
0703128068, email fritz_32
hotmail.com

Subaru, Legacy,  1992
$1500.00 Up for sale today is a
beautiful 1992 Subaru Legacy
for $1500 that runs like a charm
and has just past inspection.
This car has electric windows,
seat warmers, and nice speak-
ers. A plus to buying this car
now is that you will not have to
bring it back to inspection for a
year as long as you buy it in the
next  20  days.  En joy
owendarrow@gmail.com

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
for help with a drinking problem call

+49 (0) 1803 224 357 or visit
www.alcoholics-anonymous.eu

BMW, 320D, 2007 $16000.00
AUTOMATIC transmission Low
mileage Only 43 MPG! Black
exterieur Comes with New sum-
mer tires on Allu rims AND New
winter tires on Allu rims! Perfect
condition For pictures mail to
gstef71@gmail.com

Ford, Edge SEL, 2012
$21000.00 (Private Seller)
Specs: 2.0 EcoBoost FWD
Engine with 24,000 miles. Fac-
tory Bumper-Bumper Warranty
untill Sep. 29, 2014. Warranty
will automatically transfer to the
buyer. (Can work into price an
additional 3 year 36,000 mile
warranty if you want, Estimated
cost: additional $2,000), 100%
Smoke-Free Car! 01715372445
clyde.ethan@outlook.com

Chrysler, Crossfire Limited
Coupe, 2005 $8500.00 This is a
beautiful gray metallic limited
edition coupe. It has power
windows, power steering, power
seats, ac, and heated seats.
The car is in beautiful condition.
Best offers will be considered.
rralix@gmail.com

Honda, Nighthawk S 700
CB700SC, 1984 $2650.00 US
Spec One of the best bikes ever
built. This is a rare 30 year old
classic in great condition. Nearly
impossible to find in Europe.
Shaft driven and hydraulically
adjusted valves make this Night-
hawk S virtually maintenance
free. Only 24,560 miles. Honda
service manual included. In-
spection good until September. I
hate to give this bike up, but I
just don't have the time to ride.
Cell & text 0175-251-7575 (only
checked after duty hours..I don't
take my cell phone in the office)
r e d l e g 8 9 @ m e . c o m
0175-251-6957

Announcements 040
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Ford, Taurus, 2004 $4000.00
Private seller! Selling for a friend
who PCS'd. Great car! Seats 6.
Runs great! Includes winter
tires, roof rack, ski torage box,
bike rack. Canadian specs.
4915154786535

Steel blue, gray leather, sun
roof, heated power seats, front
and rear fog lights. All mainte-
nance completed by Jeep pa-
perwork available. Excellent car.
Negotiable.email: tom.lorenzini
@ h o t m a i l . c o m ,  c e l l
01727105195

Chrysler, 200 Limted, 2011
$16500.00 3.6 l, 6 speed
automatic transmission, black
leather seats, dealer main-
tained, low mileage, very good
condition, and extra set of winter
tires with rims included.
06134-715-110

SAAB, 9-3, 2008 $11500.00
U.S. specs, heated front seats,
mirrors, headlight washers, sun-
roof, black leather seating, gray
titan exterior, 4 door sedan,
email: sterlingblud@gmail or call
015259401609 for more details

VW, Polo, 2000 $2000.00
VWPolo, 1.4 MPI, blue-met., 04
1⁄4000, 60PS, AC, ABS, 5-dr.,
new clutch in Nov., 4 Summer-
tires 4wintertires on Alloy rims,
great on fuel (5,5L1⁄800km),
service book proof, 2000$ or
1500, location: Offenbach &
Wiesbaden. Call 0172-6944749
or contact: nstubbygmx.net

BMW, 318i, 1991 $1200.00 The
vehicle has low kilometers, and
passes inspection. It has a four
cylinder engine and manual
transmission. The vehicle has a
red exterior with very few rust
spots and clean dark grey cloth
interior. Currently the brake pad
measuring sensor is not connec-
ted (hence the light on the
dash), but it does not affect
operability. The car comes with
both winter tires and rims, as
well as summer tires and rims.
The selling price for this vehicle
is $1,200.00 or best offer.
K a t t e r b a c h .  e m a i l :
jeffrey.martin.txgmail.com

Harley, Road King, 2004
$12500.00 Converted to Euro
Spec, TUV'd, Taxes Paid, Origi-
nal US Paperwork Untouched,
95 Kit & CAMS done at 55K
Miles, Have Stock Exhaust,
Seat, Docking Kit, Luggage
Rack, Sissybar, RK Classic
Bags and other Nice to have
parts. Runs Great, never had a
problem with the bike, just time
for a new one. hosemalveen@y
ahoo.com

Ford, Mustang, 1990 $1500.00,
lx 5.0 liter 5 speed manual white
with black cloth interior one
owner stock original body rust
headliner sag new battery and
alternator extra tires mag star
rims from 1991 fast and loud
needs TLC since 25 years old
sunroof power windows and
locks and mirrors factory radio
and tape new speakers
Etspcs@aol.com

Chrysler, 200 Limited, 2011
$16500.00 3.6 l, 6 speed
automatic transmission, Color:
black with clear coat, black
leather seats, dealer main-
tained, low mileage, all weather
tires w rims, extra set of winter
tires with rims included, in very
good condition. 0171-76995 Ti
mothyjlane@live.com

VW, Golf GTI, 2012 $19000.00
4 door sunroof black very good
cond. US spec. very fast
0 1 7 2 8 6 1 6 5 0 5
car123@t-online.de, sreinhold
freenet.de

Pontiac, Sport Coupe SE, 1985
$6000.00 All new brakes, clutch,
and electrical (distributor, alter-
nator, headlights and motor,
computer) .  01712078784
kyoungcox@aol.com

BMW, 316I, 1997 $4400.00
Silver, 2 Dr, with seat heaters!
Summer and winter tires all
mounted on wheels, like new.
Runs great, no problems!
016092963047 erinelizabef@h
otmail.com

Fiat, Doblo, 2004 $3600.00
(VAN) 172,000KM, Blue Metalic.
1 Set of Summer and Winter
Tires. AC, Central Lock, Electric
Windows. German Inspection
Until June 2015 $3600 OBO.
Call 06122-7034551 or email
johncaparco@gmail.com

Volvo, XC890, 2006 $20000.00
I am selling my xc90. It has low
mileage and is in perfect
condition. Comes with New
summer tires on Allu rims AND
New winter tires on Allu rims!
Lots off extra's For more details

i c t u r e s  m a i l
g s t e f 7 1 A D g m a i l . c o m
gstef71@gmail.com

Chevrolet, Camaro, 1989
$11000.00 350 TPI motor, has
about 15,000 miles since lower-
end rebuild. Transmission is a
T-56 from a 95 Z28, shifts great!
The rear end is from a 2000
Trans am with 4.10 gears. Full
exhaust work from the headers
back with 3 inch cutout, 2
summers ago I did an exterior
refresh with new paint, new
decal and stripes, had the
original rims stripped and polish-
ed, new windshield, all new
weatherstipping. 12" rotors all
around, (LS1 car brake set-up).
Aluminum driveshaft. autometer
gauges, pwr- wind,mirr,seat
016091505042

Nissan,  Sentra ,  2012
$13000.00 in excellent condi-
tion. Only 31K original miles and
original owner. Automatic trans-
mission, tinted windows, cruise
control, GPS navigation, AF FM
CD MP3 player, Bluetooth com-
patible, Air Conditioner. This car
looks great and runs good.
Regular maintenance has been
performed since I bought it
brand new 2 years ago. Must
s e e  t o  a p p r e c i a t e .
015238737776 fredpinnix@hot

mail.com

Audi, A4 Sedan, 2010
$ 1 7 0 0 0 . 0 0  V I N
WAUEFBFL9AN066615, in
Stuttgart area, US-spec, Premi-
um Plus package, black exterior,
black leather, 2.0 liter 211 hp 4
cyl, CVT 8-speed transmission,
rear side airbags, xenon head-
lights. One owner, no accidents,
dealer maintained throughout.
Front wheel drive, 30+ mpg.
phone & email donald-bell@t-o
nline.de 07056-9329741

Fiat 5 speed, 500, 2011
$10500.00 Fun, Red ,
63kw(85ps). Wet Okole seat
covers, all season tires and
extra summer tires. Sun roof,
CD player, air conditioning. Full
service and warranty records,
European specs. Hate to sell but
heading back to states. It has
been a great car. +49 160
94908450

Volvo, S 60 T5, 2012
$24000.00 Absolutly full loaded
leather sunroof visuall mirrows
rear camera navi 01728616505
c a r 1 2 3 @ t - o n l i n e . d e ,
sreinhold@freenet.de

Harley-Davidson , SOFTAIL
CUSTOM FXSTC, 2010
$13000.00 This bike is NEW
never ridden, never registered,
no taxes paid. Harley Davidson
has stopped production of this
model and is no longer availa-
ble. This is a US Specification
motorcycle. This sharp looking
bike with lots of chrome has
extremely low miles is ready to
ride. The bike is for experienced
riders who want that Fist in the
Air Experience. This is an
unbelievable price for this low
mileage machine. The bike is
located in Germany. Buyer is
responsible for vehicle pick-up
or shipping. ++ 49 171 869 2073

Motorcycles 164Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142
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- Germany 142

Automotive 140Announcements 040 Autos for Sale
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BMW, X3 DIESEL, 2006
$19000.00 Right Side Drive,
Diesel, 4X4, Metallic Black
w/Tan Interior,Heated Seats,
Parking Assist Sensors, Down-
hill Descent Assist, Antilock
B r a k e s ,  S u n  R o o f
0 1 0 - 2 9 2 4 - 1 9 6 4
betsandjim@yahoo.com

PCS Sale - All must go before
20 March 2014! $250.00 Korean
Queen Size bed, 2 night stands,
3 matching wardrobes, 1 smaller
wardrobe, 1 kitchen cabinet, 1
36" round stool, and two adjust-
able stools. Everything for $250.
Buyer must pick up. Please call
010-4500-3084 if interested. su
san.patchen@us.army.mil

Jaguar, XF Supercharged, 2009
$39500.00 Excellent condition
non-smoker; Silver; 20 inch rims
with Z-Rated tires; heated and
A/C black leather seats; heated
steering wheel; Bowers and
Wilkins Sound System; memory
seat/mirror settings; US naviga-
tio system; rear camera; left and
right blind spot sensors; front
and rear sensors; US specs.
722-2009 ronald.j.kluber.civ@m
ail.mil

Ford, Mustang GT, 2013
$26999.00 PCSing and hate to
chance shipping damage. Per-
f e c t  c o n d i t i o n ,  l o w
mileage(1,800 miles)Recaro
racing seats, Sync, 6-spd man-
ual, 420 horse power!!! 19"
premium rims, Track Pack,
Torsen differential, Brembo
breaks, Beautiful and Fast!
e-mail for info, pics, questions
J c k u y k @ g m a i l . c o m
0 1 0 - 5 4 9 5 - 4 0 0 2
jckuyk@hotmail.com

PCS Sale 780Autos for Sale
- Korea 148

Ford, Fusion SEL, 2011
$17300.00 Purchased at Ex-
change Car Sales in 9/2011.
Grey exterior, black leather
interior, with moon roof, rear
spoiler, premium 18" alum
wheels, reverse sensing system,
rain sensing wipers, AC, keyless
entry, remote start, power win-
dows/locks/seats, cruise control,
power steering, tilting wheel,
cross traffic alert (Blis), backup
camera, heated seats, SYNC,
factory Sony Premium sound
system (12 speakers) includes
CD/MP3/AM/FM/Sirius satellite
radio. CP Carroll. PH
0 1 0 - 2 6 4 8 - 6 4 9 9  E m a i l :
p i l a g e 9 8 @ g m a i l . c o m
0 1 0 2 6 4 8 6 4 9 9
pilage98@gmail.com

I'M LOOKING for a part time
personal assistant age of 28-60,
which I'm going to be paying
$350 each week. If interested,
contact James202762@hotmail
.com Asap

Dodge, Journey STX, 2010
$14500.00 Superior condition in
both interior and exterior (no
children). Full Option: DVD,
Premium Stereo, Rear AC, and
etc. 7 Passinger Seats. Exterior
Color: Cobalt Sliver: Interior
Color: Blue Gray (Fabric)
0 1 0 - 9 2 0 5 - 1 6 4 9
jp6843@gmail.com

Jobs Offered 630

Ford, Fusion SEL, 2011
$17300.00 Purchased at Ex-
change Car Sales in 9/2011.
Grey exterior, black leather
interior, with moon roof, rear
spoiler, premium 18" alum
wheels, reverse sensing system,
rain sensing wipers, AC, keyless
entry, remote start, power win-
dows/locks/seats, cruise control,
power steering, tilting wheel,
cross traffic alert (Blis), backup
camera, heated seats, SYNC,
factory Sony Premium sound
system (12 speakers) includes
CD/MP3/AM/FM/Sirius satellite
radio. CP Carroll. PH
0 1 0 - 2 6 4 8 - 6 4 9 9  E m a i l :
p i l a g e 9 8 @ g m a i l . c o m
0 1 0 2 6 4 8 6 4 9 9
pilage98@gmail.com

Jeep, Cherokee Laredo, 2012
$26500.00 Great condition, ga-
rage kept and less than 2 years
old. Asking under blue book
value. Vehicle has extended
warranty. Contact for more
details. 01026884747

Dodge, Journey SKT, 2010
$14500.00 3,500CC/Cobalt
Silver/7 Passenger Seats
(Fabric)/Full Option; such as
DVD system, Rear AC, Premi-
um Audio, and etc. Blue Book
P r i c e :  $ 1 6 , 8 0 0 .  N o
Children/Superior Condition in
both Interior and Exterior.
0 1 0 - 9 2 0 5 - 1 6 4 9
jp6843@gmail.com

Ford, E350XLT Super Duty
RockyRidge Conversion VAN,
2008 $19000.00 7 Passenger,
56,400 Miles, Like Brand New,
V-8/5.4L All Leather, Deluxe
Wood Interior Power Door-
Locks, Windows, Mirrors
CaptainâÄ™s Chairs, Dual
Front & Rear AC & Heat 19 inch
LCD TV with DVD player JVC
Stereo w Bluetooth Ph and iPod
docking 3D Navigation with
traffic condition, Rear view cam-
era w backup sensors, HD
BlackBox Wireless headsets,
PS2 Game console, Philips LED
DRL, Third row seat can be a
flat bed Can drive on highway
BUS lane, 20 in Chrome
Whee l s ,  $19000  OBO
010-9924-8332 010-9924-8332
ted_yoon@yahoo.com

Autos for Sale
- Korea 148

Autos for Sale
- Korea 148

Autos for Sale
- Korea 148

Autos for Sale
- Korea 148

Announcements 040

Wanted - American Democracy
- GVPT 170 $1.00 Wanted -
Textbook for UMUC GVPT 170,
American Democracy, ISBN
9780073526409. GK - AF-
NORTH area. Fair price.

Siemens Washer and Dryer
$350.00 Nice Siemens Washer
and Dryer in excellent condition.
Only 350 Euros for both. I will
also accept U.S. Dollars. Both
units are in very good shape
and work well. These are 220
volt models and I also have
instructions for use in English.
See the photos. Must see in
person to fully appreciate.
015238737776 fredpinnix@hot
mail.com

** Come Visit Garmisch**
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km

Nth of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna
36eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst,

dogs welcome. 08824-9120
www.forsthaus-oberau.de

Microwave Ovens For Sale
$125.00 Two microwave ovens
(one LG and one Olimpic) both
220 Volt, $85.00 and $65.00
respectively or BOTH for
$125.00. Vicenza area. E-mail
rmeciv@gmail.com or go to
douglas.c.coltharp.civ@mail.mil

Travel 1000
Furniture/Appliances 511

Gym, Body Craft $760.00 Body
Craft home gym. Galena pro,
excellent condition with leg
p r e s s  o p t i o n .  N e w
$2300.00.Quality piece ,not
junk. If you see it, you will want
it. +49 160 94908450

DELL Desktop $250.00 DELL
Pentium Dual Core, 6GB RAM,
500GB Hard Drive, Windows
Vista, Dell Monitor. Call Steve
after 1800 - 0444-462-803
+39-0444-462-803

Find the Magic Formula in
Bavaria, Germany $3.99 Learn
about some of the cultural
differences and superstitions
between the USA and in the
Oberpfalz, Bavaria, and Germa-
ny. Learn why two sometimes
means three. Learn a good tip
about tipping. Find out about
Knockers. Learn what Wood for
the Cabin means in the Oberp-
falz and Bavarian culture. Learn
why HD does not mean High
Definition. Learn the about the
myths of Warm Beer, and
shaving. The author spent thir-
teen years in the Region and
integrated with the culture. He
shared that learning the lan-
guage is helpful, however learn-
ing the culture was more
valuable. Fifty of these insights
are within the guide, drawing the
reader in with various subject
headings that sometimes have
double meanings. Portion of
proceeds benefit the USO.
rayetravelyahoo.com

Sporting Goods 980
Books 250

Apple Macbook Pro 15"
$650.00, Late 2009-Early 2010
Core 2 Duo 2.8Gh (BTO) Built to
Order. 8Gb Memory, 500 Gb
SATA Hard Disk Drive. Owners
personel Computer and has
been cleaned and Restored to
original condition. Has nearly
new Battery and a new Charger.
Mac OS 10.7.5.  Cel l
01622710793 - email pmr.pac
gmail, Pictures available.

Computers 360

Person to Person 800 Tax Assistance 940

Jeep, Patriot, 2008 $10500.00
Beautiful Forest Green , 50K
miles, 4.7 liter engine so it gets
good gas mileage, 4 wheel
drive, New winter tires and a set
of summer tires that comes with
it, Power windows, power
brakes, power locks, Cruise
control, power sunroof, USB
Port for IPod, Keyless entry,
Alarm system, CD player with
control on steering wheel, 5
Speed standard transmission,
Has hatchback for lots of space,
Very clean in very good condi-
tion, Great for driving in the
Bavarian snow and ice! 10,500
O B O !  0 1 7 2 - 2 7 4 - 0 3 8 1
rangerton@yahoo.com

PCS Sale $20.00 Pleather arm
chair - $20 Goldstar 19âÄù
Television - $20 AVOL DVD
Player - $15 3 speed Standing
floor fans - $25 3 speed Desk
fan - $15 1600 Watt Transform-
er - $35 750 Watt Transformer -
$25 2 x 300 Watt Transformer -
$20˚ach 75 Watt Transformer -
$15 Krups Power Xl6 blender -
$40 regine.ms@hotmail.com

Women's GB Oakley Insulated
Jacket XL $150.00 new with
tags! It does not fit and I can't
return it. Polyester and spandex
insulated jacket 15K mm water-
proofing with 15K g.m.2-24hrs
breathability and tape welding
on critical seams Thinsulate
insulation (803⁄40 gram) Fixed
hood with shock cord adjusters
and magnetic hold-down system
Underarm vents with zips Wrist
gaiters and sleeve cuff zips
Removable zip storm skirt sys-
tem RECCO avalanche safety
reflector Hand pockets with zip
closures Pockets for your
4915154786535

PCS Sale 780
Dodge, Grand Caravan, 2001
$3800.00 2001 Dodge Grand
Caravan.120K miles, power
steering, power brakes, power
windows, power doors, AC,
AMFM CD Player. New tires and
brakes. Runs well drives great!
Vehicle located in Stuttgart,
Germany. Passed Inspection
SEP 13. Hail Damage. Contact
Bob, timelost@gmail.com or +33
626 593 885 (temp number in
France). 004915151617599

Clothing 320Trucks 174

Nissan, Pathfinder, 2009
$18000.00 Great SUV, plenty of
room, White, 4X4, Multidisc
player, AC in front and Back.
tf160fi@yahoo.com

WRTG 394 $70.00 UMUC
WRTG 394 textbook Business
Communication Today 12th Edi-
tion Authors: Bove'e and Thill
ISBN 13-978-1-292-00891-2
Please call 0174-907-7360 if
interested. Thanks.

Transformers $125.00 We are
getting ready to PCS and have a
variety of transformers to sell. I
will sell all together for $125.
1-1600 Watt $35 1-2000 Watt
$30 750Watt $25 4-300 Watt
$20 3-75 Watt $15, I also have a
box of 220V extension cords
and plug adapters that I will
throw in for free if entire lot is
bought.

Sport Utility Vehicle 172

Home Electronics 570Books 250

Yamaha, YZF R1, 2007
$7200.00 Would like to sell all in
one package. Custom white air
brushed paint job PC3 USB and
Ignition module with custom
map Graves cat eliminator ex-
haust Smog block off plates
Puig double bubble windscreen
520 conversion kit (-1F, +1R)
with x-ring chain Integrated tail
lightturn signals Battery tender
Lined cover Pittbull front and
rear stands Alpine stars two
piece white and black leather
suit(I'm 5'8"), alpine stars blue &
black SMX jacket size 42-44.
suomy spec 1r,arai corsair sfr1r
ider@hotmail.com

Medical 690 Jobs Offered 630Motorcycles 164 Jobs Offered 630
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 Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Toronto 36 27 .571 —
Brooklyn 33 30 .524  3
New York 26 40 .394 11½
Boston 22 43 .338 15
Philadelphia 15 49 .234 21½

Southeast Division
x-Miami 44 18 .710 —
Washington 33 31 .516 12
Charlotte 31 34 .477 14½
Atlanta 27 35 .435 17
Orlando 19 47 .288 27

Central Division
x-Indiana 47 17 .734 —
Chicago 35 29 .547 12
Detroit 25 40 .385 22½
Cleveland 25 40 .385 22½
Milwaukee 13 51 .203 34

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
San Antonio 48 16 .750 —
Houston 44 20 .688  4
Memphis 38 26 .594 10
Dallas 39 27 .591 10
New Orleans 26 38 .406 22

Northwest Division
Oklahoma City 47 17 .734 —
Portland 42 23 .646  5½
Minnesota 32 31 .508 14½
Denver 28 36 .438 19
Utah 22 43 .338 25½

Pacific Division
L.A. Clippers 46 20 .697 —
Golden State 41 25 .621  5
Phoenix 36 28 .563  9
Sacramento 23 42 .354 22½
L.A. Lakers 22 42 .344 23

Wednesday’s games
Denver 120, Orlando 112
Sacramento 115, Philadelphia 98
Charlotte 98, Washington 85
Brooklyn 96, Miami 95
Toronto 101, Detroit 87
New York 116, Boston 92
Memphis 90, New Orleans 88
Dallas 108, Utah 101
San Antonio 103, Portland 90
Cleveland 110, Phoenix 101
L.A. Clippers 111, Golden State 98

Thursday’s games
Houston at Chicago
Milwaukee at Atlanta
L.A. Lakers at Oklahoma City

Friday’s games
Washington at Orlando
Indiana at Philadelphia
Memphis at Toronto
Minnesota at Charlotte
Phoenix at Boston
Denver at Miami
Portland at New Orleans
L.A. Lakers at San Antonio
L.A. Clippers at Utah
Cleveland at Golden State

Saturday’s games
Milwaukee at New York
Brooklyn at Washington
Denver at Atlanta
Indianapolis at Detroit
Memphis at Philadelphia
Sacramento at Chicago

NBA
Scoreboard

BY JIMMY GOLEN

The Associated Press

BOSTON — You call it “tanking.”
NBA Commissioner Adam Silver calls it 

“rebuilding.”
That’s what the league’s new boss said 

Wednesday when asked whether the NBA 
needed to do more to discourage teams from 
pinning their hopes on the draft lottery. Limit-
ing the definition of tanking — at one point re-
ferring to it as “the T-word” — to intentionally 
losing individual games, Silver says he doesn’t 
think it exists.

“The coaches and players, or some subset of 
that group, trying to lose, I don’t think that’s 
going on anywhere in the NBA,” he told re-
porters after a speech to the Chief Executives’ 
Club of Boston at a downtown hotel. “And I 
would take action immediately if I thought it 
was.”

Silver didn’t rule out changes that would 
eliminate the perception that teams aren’t try-
ing to win.

“We have a system in place that encour-
ages teams to rebuild,” he said after the talk 
sponsored by Boston College in the hometown 
of the Celtics, who are among the league’s re-
building teams. “They are responding to the 
incentives that are built into the system. If 
the incentives aren’t right, we have to change 
them.”

The year’s draft is expected to be stocked 
with superstars like Andrew Wiggins and 
Jabari Parker, giving teams the hope that they 
will land a franchise player to lead them out of 
the lottery.

So when the Celtics traded away Kevin 
Garnett and Paul Pierce — and even let coach 
Doc Rivers walk — they could at least hope 
that help would be coming soon. Same for the 
Philadelphia 76ers, who after trading away 
Spencer Hawes and former No. 2 overall pick 
Evan Turner in February lost 18 games in a 
row heading into Thursday.

Silver noted that winning the draft lottery 

is no guarantee of getting back to the play-
offs. And he added that having the worst re-
cord only gives a team a one-in-four chance of 
landing the first pick (though this year, with a 
deeper draft of potential superstars, the team 
with the worst record would be guaranteed 
the chance to pick one of them).

Silver said that as long as the players and 
coaches on the floor are trying to win games, 
he doesn’t have a problem with organizations 
trying to rebuild. Asked if fans were getting 
their money’s worth for season’s worth of 
games in which their team was hoping to lose, 
he said fans are usually patient if they think 
the lottery will pay off.

“Fans want to be part of a vision,” Silver 
said.

Also Wednesday, Silver repeated his goal of 
changing the “one-and-done” rule that allows 
college players to enter the NBA after one 
NCAA season; he would prefer an age limit of 
20 years-old. Another option would be for the 
NCAA to allow players to sign with an agent 
and be drafted but remain in school.

Silver said he would like to work with USA 
Basketball and the NCAA on keeping play-
ers in college longer, which would help ath-
letes develop into better basketball players. It 
would also help the NCAA.

 Such a change would have to be bargained 
with the NBA players’ union. Because the 
union leadership is in flux, Silver all-but ruled 
out a change for next year.

In what he called the first formal address 
of his term as commissioner, Silver joked that 
a month or so ago he wouldn’t be allowed into 
a group limited to CEOs. Several questions 
from the group were answered by him noting 
that he’s only been on the job six weeks.

But the new commissioner — just the fifth 
in NBA history — clearly entered office with a 
list of goals. On other topics, Silver said:
� The NBA schedule is too compact to play 

regular-season games in Europe, or to consid-
er putting an expansion franchise there. The 
league would probably not expand to the con-

tinent until it was ready for a whole division of
European teams, he said.
� He has been pleased with the way Jason

Collins has been received after joining the
Brooklyn Nets and becoming the first openly
gay player in a major U.S. sport. Silver said
Collins has reported no incidents. “I like the
way that, shortly after he joined the team, he
became just another player,” Silver said.

Silver doesn’t see teams ‘tanking’

CHARLES KRUPA/AP

NBA commissioner Adam Silver gestures 
during a speech Wednesday in Boston. 
Silver commented on some teams with 
losing records “tanking” towards the end of 
a season as an effort to rebuild through the 
NBA draft. 
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son, senior right-hander Kelly Osterbrink. 
She got the win in the D-I final.

Most of the infield returns, including se-
nior Beverly Smithers at shortstop (she’ll 
also pitch) and junior Jane Smithers at 
second base. Kinnick must replace de-
parted first baseman Elizabeth Farrelly. 
But replacing players is a rite of passage 
for any DODDS team, Kemper said, “but I 
have a very solid start.”

Likewise, Kadena will field a solid 
core of returners, including pitcher Pey-
ton Lettkeman and second baseman 
Courtney Tomas, each a senior, along 
with sophomores Bailey Prince and Asia 
Abdul. Promising freshmen include Ma-
calah Danielsen, who will pitch and play 

Friday, March 14, 2014

BY DAVE ORNAUER

Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — It 
was as improbable a champion-
ship as Randy Toor and Kuba-
saki’s baseball team could have 
reasonably expected.

With almost all observers say-
ing everybody else was playing 
for second place behind prohibi-
tive favorite American School In 
Japan, the Dragons stunned the 
Mustangs 1-0 in the semifinals 
last May, en route to their second 
Far East Division I Tournament 
title in four years.

There’ll be no such surprises 
this season, Toor, the Dragons’ 
ninth-year coach, acknowledged. 
His senior-laden troupe, well-
stocked with both veteran and 
young arms, now assumes the 
D-I favorites label and the virtual 
bull’s-eyes that go with it.

“I think they wouldn’t have it 
any other way, everybody coming 
after them,” Toor said. “They’ve 
been through it all. Practices are 
still intense. They’re excited.”

The pieces are certainly in 
place for the Dragons to make a 
run at a ninth straight Okinawa 
series win, as well as trying to 
make it three D-I titles since the 
inaugural Far East tournament in 

2010.
Pitcher-shortstop Tommy War-

ren, catcher Shoichiro Vivas, sec-
ond baseman Jaren Blessett and 
left-handed workhorse Angelo 
Bourdony are each three-year 
Dragons veterans. Junior Renton 
Poole – who outdueled ASIJ’s Jus-
tin Novak in that semifinal upset 
— ranks as the staff ace.

Backing that leadership group 
is a pair of sophomore hurlers, 
Victor Belloc and Justin LeBlanc, 
each of whom saw plenty of in-
nings in 2013.

If there’s a question mark with 
Kubasaki, it may be depth, Toor 
said. “We’ll be OK if we keep ev-
erybody healthy,” he said, adding 
that while fatigue shouldn’t be 
a factor since the players have 
worked out on their own, “inju-
ries we have to avoid.”

Toor says he and his charges 
know they’ll get a challenge from 
Kadena, a three-time Far East 
D-I runner-up, and its triad of 
seniors Dominic Shea and Cody 
Prince and junior Justin Sego. 
The Panthers went back to the 
future, bringing back 2011 Pan-
thers coach David Compton.

Another potential menace is 
Seoul American, with the Mc-
Donald brothers (Alex, Blake 
and Chase) and their father and 

coach, Joel. And the Dragons get 
fire-tested right away when they 
visit ASIJ and St. Mary’s this 
weekend. 

“Great way to start the season,” 
Toor said.

In Division II, two-time Far 
East champion Edgren must 
overcome the loss of its entire 
rotation. But assistant coach Ste-
ven Bennett says freshman Kyle 

Peterson and sophomore Khal-
eem Shabazz, the Eagles’ football 
quarterbacks, have shown prom-
ise early.

Other youngsters such as Jack-
son Edmonds and J.P. Krussick 
and baseball newcomer Dorion 
Dillon are expected to make con-
tributions, while meshing with 
upperclassmen such as senior 
Izzy Leon, who has been instru-

mental in recruiting and mentor-
ing young players, Bennett said.

The dean of DODDS Pacific
coaches, Tom Allensworth, is
back for a 16th season with D-II 
runner-up Zama. The Trojans 
also feature a mix of veterans and 
youth in seniors Christian Ven-
zlauskas and Saad Almomory and 
sophomore Keiyl Sasano.
ornauer.dave@stripes.com

HIGH SCHOOL: DODDS PACIFIC

ERIC GUZMAN/Stars and Stripes

Kubasaki left-handerAngelo Bourdony is one of four three-year starters returning to a team that’s won 
two Far East Division I Tournament titles since 2010 and eight straight Okinawa district titles.

Kubasaki ‘excited’ 
to be favorites

Baseball preview

D-I champs loaded with experience

Softball preview

Kadena, Kinnick could meet again in D-I final

CHIHARU GOMEZ/Special to Stars and Stripes

Senior right-hander Kelly Osterbrink, shown 
pitching in Kinnick’s 2-1 Far East Division I 
Tournament title-clinching win over Kadena 
last year, will be the cornerstone of the Red 
Devils’ pitching staff in 2014.

BY DAVE ORNAUER

Stars and Stripes

KADENA AIR BASE, Okinawa — The 
memory gnaws at Kelli Wilson and Kade-
na’s softball team’s veterans.

One inning away from a 1-0 win over 
Kinnick in the Far East Division I Tour-
nament final last May, the Panthers saw 
their title hopes evaporate in a two-run 
Red Devils rally.

“We think about it every day, but not in 
the context that we lost by a run, but that 
it should have been ours and we want to 
bring it home,” said Wilson, the third-year 
Kadena coach.

It would have been Kadena’s second 
straight D-I title and third in four years, 
on top of the Panthers’ winning their 10th 
Okinawa series in 11 seasons.

Instead, Kinnick, after three straight 
DODDS Japan championships and two 
near-misses in the D-I tournament, final-
ly broke through for that 2-1 triumph last 
May 23.

And the two teams seem to have the 
components to keep up their in-season 
success and perhaps meet again in the 
next D-I final on May 21.

“We should be competitive,” said Kin-
nick coach Katrina Kemper, who brings 
back, among other veterans, the differ-
ence-maker for the Red Devils last sea-

shortstop.
Several Panthers play year-round on the 

Lady Ambassadors club team and “will
see significant playing time” for Kadena
as well, Wilson said.

Seoul American, with its solid contin-
gent of pitchers including senior Julia 
Ring, also might challenge, but the Fal-
cons are limited to playing the three 
DODDS Korea Division II teams, coach
Julian Harden said.

Among the Division II teams, Daegu’s 
Warriors appear primed for a run at a sec-
ond straight Far East title, after rallying to
beat E.J. King 15-10 in the final.

A core of five veterans, including se-
niors Christina Henry (pitcher, outfield), 
Rachel Wyche (catcher) and Kaylah Black 
(shortstop, outfield), have returned and
are working to develop the team’s younger
players, new coach Marti Gross said. “All 
of the players are improving and ready to
compete” for the D-II and DODDS Korea
titles, Gross said.

Cobras coach McKinzy Best returns 
seven seniors, including pitcher Deanna
Austin, but his four senior starters are
playing new positions, Best said. Zama, 
champion in 2012, must replace its entire
pitching staff and most of its infield, coach
Adele Collins said.
ornauer.dave@stripes.com

‘ We think about it every 
day, but not in the con-
text that we lost by a run, 
but that it should have 
been ours and we want to 
bring it home. ’

Kelli Wilson
Kadena softball coach
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Division I
Yokota

2013 Far East Tournament finish: Sixth place.
Coach: Ty Gaume, first season.
Key performers: Deja Martinez, Sr., P-2B; Court-

ney Sax, Sr., UT; Anysia Torres, So., P-CF; Kaia Aus-
tin, So., SS.

Outlook: Rebuilding. Panthers won three games 
last season, but a solid core of players returns at 
key spots and Yokota does have some new, raw 
talent. Gaume says his players work hard and will 
scrap all season.

Kinnick
2013 Far East Tournament finish: Champions.
Coach: Katrina Kemper, fourth season.
Key performers: Kelly Osterbrink, Sr., P; Beverly 

Smithers, Sr., SS; Tenley Getschman, So., 3B; Jane 
Smithers, Jr., 2B; Madison McCorkle, Sr., OF; Charen 
Soriano, Sr., OF.

Outlook: Reloading-contending. Plenty of veteran 
blood back from a team that broke through and won 
its first D-I title after two near-misses, plus some 
youth with. Pitching depth may be an issue.

Kubasaki
2013 Far East Tournament finish: Fourth place.
Coach: Stephanie Davis, fourth season.
Key performers: Lucy Santoyo, Jr., P; Mindy 

Washam, So., SS; Allie Powers, Jr., CF; Julie Mathis, 
Jr., OF; Sidney Kiewig, So., C; Talena Weber, Sr., UT; 
Jillian Afable, Sr., 2B; Isabella Munoz, So., 3B; Jade 
Martinez, Sr., UT; Leigh Trumble, Sr., 1B; Alysa Ruiz, 
Fr., P-3B.

Outlook: Rebuilding, but things aren’t as bleak 
as they seem even though much of last year’s team 
transferred, graduated or didn’t come back out. 
Kiewig will make a solid addition behind the plate. 
Washam should be solid at the keystone and should 
be a force at leadoff. Ruiz could develop into a solid 
second pitching option behind Santoyo, as might 
newcomers Raven East, Kaelyn Albers or Jasmine 
Alberg.

Kadena
2013 Far East Tournament finish: Runner-up.
Coach: Kelli Wilson, third season.
Key performers: Courtney Tomas, Sr., 2B; Jordyn 

Foster, Sr., OF; Peyton Lettkeman, Sr., P-1B; Bailey 
Prince, So., P-UT; Asia Abdul, So., C; Alicia Vaughan, 
Jr., 3B-UT; Jazmine Braswell, Jr., 3B (sat out last 
season); Briana Wilson, Fr.; Bryana Alexander, Fr.; 
Macalah Danielsen, Fr, P-SS; Alexis Sparrow, So., CF 
(sat out last season); Victoria Sego, So., UT.

Outlook: Contending. A strong veteran core and 
youthful players who’ve played the game elsewhere 
and will see significant playing time. And the Pan-
thers are playing with purpose, Wilson said, trying 
to atone for the 2-1 loss to Kinnick in the D-I title 
game.

Seoul American
2013 Far East Tournament finish: Fifth place.
Coach: Julian Harden, 20th season.
Key performers: Julia Ring, Sr. P-OF; Mariah 

Brockman, Sr.; Jihye Rhodes, Jr., OF; Abbie Heckerl, 
Sr., 1B; Rachel Wertz, Jr., 2B; Kayla Fointno, Jr., RF; 
Alexis Harrod, So., LF.

Outlook: Rebuilding. Falcons  only have six play-
ers returning and, for the first time since becoming 
a fast pitch program six years ago, will not play Ko-
rean teams to prepare for Far East, Harden said. In 
effect, playing a Division II schedule, with no other 
DODDS D-I programs in Korea.

Division II
Osan

2013 Far East Tournament finish: Fifth place.
Coach: Betty Brazill, first season (assisted by 

Lance Farias, Eddie Austria and Brian Becker).
Key performers: Ashley Becker, Sr.; Alexis Thorn-

ton, Sr.; Tyler Kosterow, Sr.; India Perez, Jr., CF.
Outlook: Rebuilding. Many new faces, 10 total, 

with many having never played softball before. 
Also hindered by the fact that half the student body 
moved 10 miles south to Humphreys, which opened 
this year. Austria’s daughters Gabby and Tyanhi are 
also new to Osan, but have played the sport before.

Daegu
2013 Far East Tournament finish: Champions.
Coach: Marti Gross, first season.
Key performers: Rachel Wyche, Sr., C; Christina 

Henry, Sr., P-OF; Rheagan Wyche, So., 1B-OF; Aaliyah 
Scott, So., 3B-1B; Kaylah Black, Sr., SS-OF.

Outlook: Contending. Gross is helped by what 
she calls a “community of coaches,” volunteer as-
sistants helping develop and fine-tune the play-

ers’ skills set. Solid core returning from last year’s
championship team, and is set on doing it again.

Humphreys
Coach: Ashley Gooch.
Key performers: Emily Cox, P; Shaylene Castro, C

(each played for Osan last year); Selene Castro, P-
SS (transfer from San Antonio); Shakura Wilson, OF.

Outlook: Just starting up. Four upperclassmen
out of 16 players, building from the ground up, but 
starting in a good place with experience on the 
mound and behind the plate.

King
2013 Far East Tournament finish: Runner-up.
Coach: McKinzy Best, third season.
Key performers: Deanna Austin, Sr., P; Avery An-

tonio, Sr., 2B: Leann White, Sr., 1B; Katie Sparks, Sr.,
LF; Momo Bryette, Sr., CF; Thea Bohemino, Sr., RF; 
Nandea Stennis, Sr., C; Shiona Lanesky, Fr., 3B; Jae-
nalyn Laurente, Fr., SS.

Outlook: Rebuilding. Seven seniors do return, 
but four of them are playing new positions. Cobras
must replace the graduated Yasmine Weddle and 
Tara Long.

Edgren
2013 Far East Tournament finish: Fourth place.
Coach: Sarah Richardson, sixth season.
Key performers: Ashley Bravo, Sr., P-SS; Ashley

Robinson, Sr., P; Natasha Weimer, Jr., C-3B; Raine
Taylor, Jr., C-1B; Sabrina Perez, Jr., LF; Arielle Cortez,
So., 3B-P; Njyia Wilson, So., CF; Mikayla House, Fr.;
Natalie Rodeman, Fr.

Outlook: Rebuilding. Plenty of potential, but the 
Eagles must always wait for the snow to melt and 
share time with the other sports in the same facili-
ties before they can get outdoors and practice on 
real fields. “I’ll make it work,” Richardson said.

Zama
2013 Far East Tournament finish: Third place.
Coach: Adele Collins, second season.
Key performers: Kiarrys Oquendo, Sr., SS; Felicia 

Salcido, So., 1B-P; Erica Howie, Jr., OF-2B; Domi Wat-
kins, Sr., CF; Heather Hurley, Fr., P; Alexandra Chi-
arenza, Fr., C; Sheina Staley, Fr., 3B.

Outlook: Rebuilding. Trojans must replace their 
entire starting pitching core and most of the in-
field.

Perry
Coach: Kevin Peterson, second season.
Key performers: Mandolyn Peterson, Sr., SS; Ti-

arra Blanco, So., C; Samantha Gilbert, Jr., RF; Tenac-
ity Clayton, Jr., 3B-C; Saiya Gomes, Sr., 1B-P; Monica
Grant, Jr., CF-1B; Laina Guillory, So., P-3B; Madison 
Robertson, Jr., LF; Heidi Thomas, Jr., 2B-CF; Cath-
erine Taylor, Jr., 1B-OF; Alaina McIntyre, Jr., 1B-OF; 
Lydia Kuzak, Fr., OF.

Outlook: Still in the building stages, just the sec-
ond season since the program got off the ground.
Peterson says he’ll rely greatly on what he calls the 
“Five Alive,” Peterson, Blanco, Clayton, Gomes and 
Gilbert, who helped bring Samurai softball back as 
a club before DODDS took over the program in 2013. 
Still, many Samurai are new to the sport.

Division I
Seoul American

2013 Far East Tournament finish: Seventh place.
Coach: Joel McDonald, second season.
Key performers: Alex McDonald, Jr.; Blake Mc-

Donald, Jr.; Chase McDonald, So.; Aaron Miyagi, Sr.; 
Charlie Dillon, Jr.; Matt O’Neal, Fr.; Jess Cabella, Fr.; 
Jared Kent, So.

Outlook: Reloading-contending. Plenty of poten-
tial for a deep run at the D-I title the Falcons won in 
Daegu in 2012. Six strong arms for assistant and for-
mer head coach Bob Heckerl to work with. Core of 
three former All-Far East players in Alex McDonald, 
Kent and Miyagi.

Kadena
2013 Far East Tournament finish: Sixth after three 

runner-up finishes.
Coach: David Compton, second season.
Key performers: Cody Prince, Sr., C-P-OF; Dominic 

Shea, Sr., C-P-SS; Justin Sego, Jr., P-SS.
Outlook: Rebuilding. Going back to the future in 

bringing back Compton, who was the team’s third 
coach; they’ve had six in 11 seasons. Great depth on 
the mound in veterans Prince, Shea and Sego, but 
“the rest is a work in progress,” Compton said.

Kubasak
2013 Far East Tournament finish: Defending 

champions.
Coach: Randy Toor, ninth season.
Key performers: Tommy Warren, Sr., P-SS-3B An-

gelo Bourdony, Sr., LF-1B-P; Shoichiro Vivas, Sr., C.; 
Jaren Blessett, Sr., 2B-3B-SS; Renton Poole, Jr., RF-P; 
Victor Belloc, So., P; Justin LeBlanc, So., P.

Outlook: Contending. They won’t be a surprise 
as they were last year in stunning heavily favored 
American School In Japan 1-0 in the D-I semifinals, 
but they’re still strong and veteran-laden. Depth 
may be an issue, Toor said. Poole is the ace of a 
solid pitching rotation.

Yokota
2013 Far East Tournament finish: Fifth place.
Coach: Steven Ferch, Shannon Laliberte, second 

seasons.
Key performers: Leo Austin, Jr., P-SS-3B; Jacob 

Mansberger, So., CF-P; Sotah Silversmith, Fr., C; Clay 
Brownell, Fr., IF-P; A.J. Leake, Sr., 1B; Marcus Hena-
gan, So., P.

Outlook: Rebuilding-reloading. Same coaches at 
the helm for two straight years for first time in six 
years. Only three players who saw significant in-
nings return. Almost half the roster is comprised of 
freshmen with little diamond experience. Jonathan 
Mansberger isn’t playing this season to concentrate 
on his golf game.

Kinnick
2013 Far East Tournament finish: Fourth place.
Coach: Chad Stark, second season.
Key performers: Daniel Ross, Sr., P; Dion Williams, 

Sr., SS; Bradley Burt, So, UT; Chris McDonald, Jr., 1B.
Outlook: Rebuilding. Will be competitive, but 

when Ross isn’t on the mound, Stark says, the Red 
Devils could struggle. A few rungs below the usual 
favorites, Kubasaki, ASIJ and St. Mary’s.

Division II
Edgren

2013 Far East Tournament finish: Champion.
Coach: Brett Lehner, seventh season (assisted by 

Steven Bennett).
Key performers: Izzy Leon, Sr., IF-P; Will Appel, Jr., 

1B; Isaac Victorino, Jr., IF; Josh Sulzer, Sr.; Dorion Dil-
lon, So.; Jackson Edmonds, So., OF; Khaleem Shaba-
zz, So., P; J.P. Krussick, Fr., OF; Kyle Peterson, Fr., P.

Outlook: Reloading. Like most Eagles spring 
teams, development is hindered by snow, which 
keeps the practice fields at Misawa Air Base socked 
in until early April; the Eagles have won two straight 
banners despite those handicaps. The Eagles lost 
all three of their pitchers from last season, but are 
hopeful Shabazz and Peterson can fill the gap.

Zama
2013 Far East Tournament finish: Runner-up.
Coach: Tom Allensworth, 16th season (assisted 

by Steven Venzlauskas).
Key performers: Christian Venzlauskas, Sr., P-SS.; 

Saad Almomory, Sr., 2B-1B; Keiyl Sasano, So., P-SS; 
Lawrence Miner, So.; Jaron Brown, Fr.

Outlook: Reloading-contending at the D-II level. 
The dean of Pacific baseball coaches returns after 
a four-season hiatus. Good blend of veterans and 
youngsters; Sasano doesn’t play like a sophomore, 
having played the game most of his life. Venzlaus-
kas and Almomory will form a solid leadership pair 

and will play vital infield and pitching roles.
E.J. King

2013 Far East Tournament finish: Fourth place.
Coaches — Billy Clites, second season (coached 

in 2012).
Key performers: Brandon Jones, Sr., SS; Tyler 

Hicks, Jr., C; James Truluck, Jr., P-SS; Tyler Lanson, 
Jr., OF.

Outlook: Still building. Clites says the team has 
just eight players and he’s scrambling to find more 
to fill the roster. Assistant principal Hank LeFebre 
said the team may have to fold if it can’t find num-
bers. Good batting and fielding among the eight Cli-
tes does have. Hicks, Lanson and Jones are strong 
bats; Truluck sports a solid glove in the infield.

Perry
Coach: Frank Macias, second season.
Key performers: Eric Cox, Sr., 1B; Austin Macias, 

So., SS; Billy Eagmin, So., C; Cullen Waugh, Fr., C-P.
Outlook: Rebuilding, in the team’s third year of 

existence since it folded back in 2004. Very young 
team; 14 of the 18 players are either freshmen or 
sophomores. Much will depend on how quickly Ma-
cias’ youthful charges pick up on the game.

Daegu
Coach: Michael Downes, sixth season.
Key performers: Chris Walker, Sr., P-1B; Tyler Pak, 

So., 2B-P; Lynvon Mitchom, So., CF-P; Tre Johnson, 
So., P-SS-LF; Jonathan Evans, So., C-OF

Outlook: Rebuilding-reloading. Early to tell; team 
still sorting out positions in advance of this week-
end’s openers.

Osan
2013 Far East Tournament finish: Third place.
Coach: Ronnie Holley, first season.
Key performers: Andrew Lowe, Sr., 1B; Jacob 

Brazeau, Sr., CF; Ryan Brazill, Sr., LF; Mike Hardin, Jr., 
P; Jon LaMagna, So., C; Alec Smith, So., RF; Brandon 
Perez, So., 2B; Jared Wood, Jr. 3B

Outlook: Hoping to contend at Far East D-II de-
spite the school size being halved over the summer. 
Holley is team’s fifth coach in six season.

Humphreys
Coach: Stanley Marynowski.
Key performers: Upper classmen, Alex Fisher, 

C-CF-P; Chase Burnett, SS; Braxton Long, 3B; Mac 
Ramos, 1B.

Outlook: Just starting up, first-year program. 
Many players have little to no baseball experience. 
Sport must compete with other teams that are also 
seeking competitive athletes. Marynowski hoping 
to find leadership among his upper classmen and 
pitching prospects who can throw into the later in-
nings.

Softball team capsulesBaseball team capsules

HIGH SCHOOL: DODDS PACIFIC

KAYLA BODWIN/Special to Stars and Stripes

Felicia Salcido, a junior pitcher-first 
baseman, may play a vital role for Zama’s 
softball team, which has to replace its 
entire pitching staff and most of its 
infield, according to coach Adele Collins.

KAYLA BODWIN/Special to Stars and Stripes

Keiyl Sasano, a sophomore pitcher-
infielder, joins seniors Saad Almomory 
and Christian Venzlauskas in providing 
leadership and experience for Zama’s 
baseball team that finished second in the 
Far East Division II Tournament last May.
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College basketball

Wednesday’s women’s scores
TOURNAMENTS

Big West Conference
Second Round

Hawaii 52, Long Beach St. 49
UC Irvine 74, UC Davis 70, OT

Conference USA
Second Round

FIU 87, East Carolina 75
Louisiana Tech 64, Charlotte 55
Old Dominion 79, UTSA 74
UAB 79, Marshall 63

Horizon League
Quarterfinals

Green Bay 72, Valparaiso 55
Ill.-Chicago 77, Cleveland St. 72
Wright St. 73, Milwaukee 64
Youngstown St. 68, Oakland 64

Mid-American Conference
Second Round

Ball St. 61, N. Illinois 47
Toledo 72, W. Michigan 61

Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference
Quarterfinals

Hampton 71, Howard 55
NC A&T 78, Bethune-Cookman 46

Northeast Conference
Semifinals

Robert Morris 72, Bryant 67
St. Francis (Pa.) 68, Mount St. Mary’s 

63
Southwestern Athletic Conference

Quarterfinals
Southern U. 80, Alabama A&M 66
Texas Southern 82, Grambling St. 74

Sun Belt Conference
First Round

Arkansas St. 78, Louisiana-Monroe 69
Texas St. 78, Georgia St. 44
UALR 66, Troy 54
W. Kentucky 67, Louisiana-Lafayette 

61
Western Athletic Conference

First Round
Idaho 84, Chicago State 43
New Mexico State 86, Texas-Pan 

American 74
Seattle 81, UMKC 76
Cal State Bakersfield 65, Utah Valley 

63, OT

Women’s NCAA automatic bids
Albany (N.Y.), America East Confer-

ence
Baylor, Big 12 Conference
Chattanooga, Southern Conference
DePaul, Big East Conference
Fordham, Atlantic 10 Conference
Gonzaga, West Coast Conference
Marist, Metro Atlantic Athletic Con-

ference
Nebraska, Big Ten Conference
Notre Dame, Atlantic Coast Confer-

ence
Pennsylvania, Ivy League
South Dakota, Summit League
Southern Cal, Pacific-12 Conference
Tennessee, Southeastern Conference
UConn, American Athletic Conference
UT-Martin, Ohio Valley Conference
Winthrop, Big South Conference 

NCAA Women’s Division II
Tournament

First Round
Friday, March 14
At Hickory, N.C.

Belmont Abbey vs. Wingate
Limestone vs. Clayton State
Armstrong vs. Lenoir-Rhyne
Columbus State vs. Northern Georgia

At Canyon, Texas
Tarleton State vs. Texas A&M Interna-

tional
Colorado Mesa vs. Midwestern State
St. Edward’s vs. West Texas A&M
Colorado State-Pueblo vs. St. Mary’s 

(Texas)
At Searcy, Ark.

Southwestern Oklahoma State vs. Em-
poria State

Wayne State (Neb.) vs. Pittsburg 
State

Concordia-St. Paul vs. Harding
Central Missouri vs. Northern State

At Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
Rollins vs. Saint Leo
Tampa vs. West Florida
Benedict vs. Nova Southeastern
Albany State (Ga.) vs. Delta State

At Glenville, W.Va.
Gannon vs. Shaw
Edinboro vs. Charleston (W.Va.)
Glenville State vs. West Liberty
Bloomsburg vs. Virginia State

At Pomona, Calif.
Western Washington vs. Simon Fraser
Montana State Billings vs. Academy 

of Art
Cal State Dominguez Hills vs. Cal 

State Chico
Alaska-Anchorage vs. Cal Poly Po-

mona
At Waltham, Mass.

LIU Post vs. Assumption
Adelphi vs. New Haven
Bentley vs. Bloomfield
District of Columbia vs. Stonehill

At Springfield, Mo.
Indianapolis vs. Wayne State (Mich.)
Lewis vs. Missouri-St. Louis
Truman vs. Drury
Northern Michigan vs. Quincy

Wednesday’s men’s scores
TOURNAMENTS

American Athletic Conference
First Round

Rutgers 72, South Florida 68
UCF 94, Temple 90, 2OT

Atlantic 10 Conference
First Round

Fordham 70, George Mason 67
Atlantic Coast Conference

First Round
Georgia Tech 73, Boston College 70, 

OT
Miami 57, Virginia Tech 53
Wake Forest 81, Notre Dame 69

Big 12 Conference
First Round

Baylor 76, TCU 68
Oklahoma St. 80, Texas Tech 62

Big East Conference
First Round

DePaul 60, Georgetown 56
Seton Hall 51, Butler 50

Conference USA
Second Round

Charlotte 80, UAB 70
Old Dominion 73, Marshall 58
Tulane 66, North Texas 61
UTEP 77, East Carolina 68

Mid-American Conference
Second Round

Ohio 63, Miami (Ohio) 55
E. Michigan 53, N. Illinois 48

Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference
Quarterfinals

Coppin St. 83, Hampton 77
NC Central 92, Howard 46

Mountain West Conference
Quarterfinals

Boise St. 83, San Jose St. 52
First Round

Fresno St. 61, Air Force 59
Utah St. 73, Colorado St. 69

Pacific-12 Conference
First Round

Colorado 59, Southern Cal 56
Oregon 88, Oregon St. 74
Stanford 74, Washington St. 63
Utah 67, Washington 61

Patriot League
Championship

American U. 55, Boston U. 36
Southeastern Conference

First Round
Mississippi St. 82, Vanderbilt 68
South Carolina 74, Auburn 56

Southland Conference
First Round

Nicholls St. 71, SE Louisiana 64
Oral Roberts 66, McNeese St. 62
Southwestern Athletic Conference

Quarterfinals
Prairie View 64, Southern U. 46
Texas Southern 79, Grambling St. 54

Men’s NCAA automatic bids
American, Patriot League
Coastal Carolina, Big South Confer-

ence
Delaware, Colonial Athletic Associa-

tion
Eastern Kentucky, Ohio Valley Confer-

ence
Gonzaga, West Coast Conference
Harvard, Ivy League
Manhattan, Metro Atlantic Athletic 

Conference
Mercer, Atlantic Sun Conference
Milwaukee, Horizon League
Mount St. Mary’s, Northeast Confer-

ence
North Dakota State, Summit League
Wichita State, Missouri Valley Confer-

ence
Wofford, Southern Conference

NCAA Men’s Division II
Tournament

First Round
Saturday, March 15

At New Haven. Conn.
Le Moyne vs. Saint Anselm
Bloomfield vs. New Haven
Bridgeport vs. Southern Connecticut 

State
Philadelphia vs. Franklin Pierce

At Mankato, Minn.
Fort Hays State vs. Missouri Southern 

State
Arkansas Tech vs. Central Missouri
Harding vs. Minnesota State Mankato
Northwest Missouri State vs. Winona 

State
At Lakeland, Fla.

Delta State vs. Barry
West Alabama vs. Saint Leo
Tuskegee vs. Florida Southern
North Alabama vs. Tampa

At Denver
Arkansas-Fort Smith vs. Midwestern 

State
Texas A&M-International vs. Tarleton 

State
Metro State vs. Colorado-Colorado 

Springs
Colorado Mines vs. St. Mary’s (Texas)

At Springfield, Mo.
Southern Indiana vs. Michigan Tech
Bellarmine vs. Indianapolis
Drury vs. Wisconsin-Parkside
Findlay vs. Lake Superior State

At East Stroudsburg, Pa.
Indiana (Pa.) vs. West Chester
Glenville State vs. West Liberty
East Stroudsburg vs. Livingstone
Charleston (W. Va.) vs. Gannon

At Aiken, S.C.
Georgia Southwestern vs. Montevallo
Carson-Newman vs. Lincoln Memorial
South Carolina Aiken vs. Limestone
GRU Augusta vs. Anderson (S.C.)

At San Bernardino, Calif.
Cal Poly Pomona vs. Dixie State
Cal State Stanislaus vs. Seattle Pa-

cific
Cal State Chico vs. California Baptist
Chaminade vs. Cal State Bernardino

NCAA Men’s Division III
Tournament

Third Round
Friday, March 14

At Amherst, Mass.
Morrisville State vs. Richard Stockton
Plattsburgh at Amherst

At Fredricksburg, Va.
Williams vs. Albertus Magnus
Virginia Wesleyan at Mary Washington

At Stevens Point, Wis.
Wisconsin-Whitewater vs. Texas-Dal-

las
Emory vs. Wisconsin-Stevens Point

At Bloomington, Ill.
Dickinson vs. Wheaton (Ill.)
Calvin at Illinois Wesleyan

College baseball

Wednesday’s scores
EAST

Dowling 7, Felician 6
SOUTH

Bethel (Tenn.) at Brescia, ccd.
Bryan 25, Baptist Bible (Mo.) 2
Clemson 2, Appalachian St. 1
Cumberland (Tenn.) 9, Clarke 4
E. Kentucky 19-18, Youngstown St. 4-9
Florida St. 18, UCF 1
Furman 11, Duke 9
Hampden-Sydney 10, Birmingham

Southern 1
High Point vs. Quinnipiac, ccd.
Liberty at Charlotte, ccd.
Limestone 6, Southern Wesleyan 5
Loyola NO 11, Eureka 10
Loyola NO 3, Blackburn 1
Lyon 6-4, Spring Hill 4-2
North Carolina 7, Gardner-Webb 1
N. Kentucky at Kentucky, ppd.
Ohio-Mansfield at Milligan, ccd.
Pittsburgh 10, Presbyterian 9, 11 in-

nings
Purdue-Calumet at Union (Ky.), ccd.
SC-Aiken 17, Chowan 4
Southern Poly St. 9, Tenn. Wesleyan 2
Stetson 7, Miami 3
Tennessee Tech 6, Berea 2
VCU 21, Virginia Tech 14
Wake Forest 5, East Carolina 4
Winston-Salem 7, Mercyhurst 6

SOUTHWEST
Rice 12, Texas A&M-CC 10
St. Edward’s 8, Houston-Victoria 2
Texas A&M 6, Texas-Pan American 2
Wayland Baptist 3, Schreiner 0

FAR WEST
Arizona St. 8, New Mexico 5

Deals

Wednesday’s transactions
BASEBALL

American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Assigned 

RHP Brock Huntzinger, LHP Eduardo Ro-
driguez and INF Ivan De Jesus to minor 
league camp.

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Optioned LHP 
Charlie Leesman to Charlotte (IL) and 
OFs Jared Mitchell and Trayce Thompson 
to Birmingham (SL). Reassigned C Miguel 
Gonzalez, RHPs Deunte Heath and Omar 
Poveda, LHP Scott Snodgress and OF 
Keenyn Walker to minor league camp.

CLEVELAND INDIANS — Optioned RHP 
Austin Adams, LHP T.J. House, INFs Jesus 
Aguilar and Jose Ramirez and OF Carlos 
Moncrief to Columbus (IL) and INF Erik 
Gonzalez to Carolina (Carolina). Reas-
signed INFs Francisco Lindor and Joey 
Wendle, Cs Jake Lowery and Roberto 
Perez, OF Tyler Naquin and C/INF Tony 
Wolters to minor league camp.

NEW YORK YANKEES — Optioned LHP 
Nik Turley and OF Slade Heathcott to 
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre (IL) and C Gary 
Sanchez to Trenton (EL).

SEATTLE MARINERS — Named Roy 
Howell manager of Tacoma (PCL).

TEXAS RANGERS — Assigned RHPs 
Nate Adcock and Armando Rodriguez 
and INF Rougned Odor to minor league 
camp. Optioned RHPs Wilmer Font and 
Ben Rowen to Round Rock (PCL) and RHP 
Lisalverto Bonilla and INF Luis Sardinas 
to Frisco (TL).

National League
ATLANTA BRAVES — Agreed to terms 

with RHP Ervin Santana on a one-year 
contract.

MIAMI MARLINS — Optioned RHP Mi-
chael Brady and OF Kyle Jensen to New 
Orleans (PCL) and LHP Grant Dayton, 
RHPs Angel Sanchez and Jose Urena, C 
J.T. Realmuto and OF Brent Keys to Jack-
sonville (SL). Reassigned RHPs Anthony 
DeSclafani, Jesus Sanchez and Colby 
Suggs; LHP Justin Nicolino and INF Avery 
Romero to minor league camp.

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Optioned 
LHP Mike Kickham, LHP Jose De Paula, 
OF Gary Brown and 1B Angel Villalona 
to Fresno (PCL); RHP Kendry Flores and 
RHP Hunter Strickland to San Jose (Cal). 
Reassigned RHP Mason Tobin, C Andrew 
Susac, RHP Jason Berken, RHP Mitch 
Lively and 3B Chris Dominguez to their 
minor league camp.

WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Optioned 
LHP Felipe Rivero to Harrisburgh (EL). 
Rassigned RHP A.J. Cole to minor league 
camp.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

CLEVELAND CAVALIERS—Signed F 
Shane Edwards to 10-day contract.

PHILADELPHIA 76ERS — Signed F Jar-
vis Varnado.
Women’s National Basketball Associa-

tion
CONNECTICUT SUN — Traded G Kara 

Lawson to Washington, who sent G Ma-
tee Ajavon to Atlanta. Atlanta sent G 
Alex Bentley to Washington.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Signed OT Jar-
ed Veldheer to a five-year contract; C-G 
Ted Larsen to a two-year contract and RB 
Jonathan Dwyer to a one-year contract.
Re-signed LB Marcus Benard to a one-
year contract.

BALTIMORE RAVENS — Agreed to 
terms with OT Eugene Monroe on a five-
year contract and WR Jacoby Jones on a 
four-year contract.

BUFFALO BILLS — Signed OL Chris Wil-
liams. Agreed to terms with CB Corey 
Graham and LB Keith Rivers.

CHICAGO BEARS — Agreed to terms 
with S M.D. Jennings on a one-year con-
tract.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Released QBs 
Brandon Weeden and Jason Campbell. 

Signed LB Karlos Dansby and DBs Donte
Whitner and Isaiah Trufant.

DALLAS COWBOYS — Signed DT Terrell 
McClain and DE Jeremy Mincey. Released
WR Miles Austin

DENVER BRONCOS — Agreed to terms 
with DE DeMarcus Ware on a three-year 
contract.

DETROIT LIONS — Re-signed RB Joique
Bell to a three-year contract. Agreed to
terms with WR Golden Tate on a five-
year contract.

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS — Signed DB Hu-
sain Abdullah, LB Joe Mays and OL Jeff 
Linkenbach.

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Signed OT Bran-
den Albert to a five-year contract.

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Agreed to
terms with DT Linval Joseph. Signed LB 
Jasper Brinkley. Re-signed OL Joe Berg-
er.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Re-signed 
TE Michael Hoomanawanui. Released DT
Isaac Sopoaga and OL Markus Zusevics.

NEW YORK GIANTS — Placed C David
Baas on the waived/failed physical list.
Re-signed PK Josh Brown, S Stevie Brown,
RB Peyton Hillis, CB Trumaine McBride 
and QB Curtis Painter. Waived LB Marcus
Dowtin. Signed G Geoff Schwartz and C 
J.D. Walton.

NEW YORK JETS — Signed WR Eric 
Decker. Re-signed DL Leger Douzable to a 
one-year contract. Agreed to terms with
RT Breno Giacomini.

OAKLAND RAIDERS — Signed T Austin
Howard.

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — Agreed to
terms with LB Bryan Braman on a two-
year contract.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Re-signed 
OL Cody Wallace to a three-year contract 
and S Will Allen and LS Greg Warren to
one-year contracts.

SAN DIEGO CHARGERS — Signed TE 
David Johnson to a two-year contract.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS — Agreed to
terms with S Antoine Bethea on a four-
year contract.

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Released DE
Chris Clemons. Agreed to terms with
WR Taylor Price on a one-year contract. 
Agreed to terms with DT Tony McDaniel.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Released
CB Darrelle Revis.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Agreed to terms 
with RB Dexter McCluster on a multiyear 
contract. Waived OT David Stewart.

WASHINGTON REDSKINS — Signed LB 
Adam Hayward.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

NHL — Suspended Columbus F Blake 
Comeau two games for boarding De-
troit D Brendan Smith during Tuesday’s
game.

DALLAS STARS — Reassigned F Chris 
Mueller to Texas (AHL).

DETROIT RED WINGS — Recalled RW 
Teemu Pulkkinen from Grand Rapids
(AHL).

FLORIDA PANTHERS — Recalled F 
Quinton Howden and D Alex Petrovic
from San Antonio (AHL). Reassigned D 
Mike Mottau to San Antonio.

SAN JOSE SHARKS — Reassigned D 
Nick Petrecki to Rochester (AHL) and F 
Sebastian Stalberg from Ontario (ECHL) 
to Portland (AHL).

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

FC DALLAS — Signed D Matt Hedges to
a multiyear contract extension.

COLORADO RAPIDS — Promoted Paul
Bravo to vice president of soccder opera-
tions and technical director and signed
him to a three-year contract.

NEW YORK RED BULLS — Signed coach
Mike Petke.

SEATTLE SOUNDERS — Signed F Cam 
Weaver.

COLLEGE
HOLY CROSS — Named Joseph Berto-

letti senior associate athletic director
for external operations.

Tennis

BNP Paribas Open
Wednesday

At The Indian Wells Tennis Garden
Indian Wells, Calif.

Purse: Men: $6.17 million (Masters 1000)
Women: $5.95 million (Premier)

Surface: Hard-Outdoor
Singles

Men
Fourth Round

Milos Raonic (10), Canada, def. Andy 
Murray (5), Britain, 4-6, 7-5, 6-3.

Alexandr Dolgopolov (28), Ukraine, 
def. Fabio Fognini (13), Italy, 6-2, 6-4.

Ernests Gulbis (20), Latvia, def. Rober-
to Bautista Agut, Spain, 7-6 (0), 4-6, 6-2.

Kevin Anderson (17), South Africa, def. 
Stanislas Wawrinka (3), Switzerland, 7-6 
(1), 4-6, 6-1.

John Isner (12), United States, def. 
Fernando Verdasco (30), Spain, 7-6 (3), 
3-6, 6-3.

Roger Federer (7), Switzerland, def. 
Tommy Haas (11), Germany, 6-4, 6-4.

Julien Benneteau, France, def. Felicia-
no Lopez, Spain, 6-3, 7-6 (4).

Novak Djokovic (2), Serbia, def. Marin 
Cilic (24), Croatia, 1-6, 6-2, 6-3.

Women
Quarterfinals

Simona Halep (6), Romania, def. Casey 
Dellacqua, Australia, 6-2, 6-2.

Agnieszka Radwanska (2), Poland, def. 
Jelena Jankovic (7), Serbia, 7-5, 2-6, 6-4. 

Boxing

Fight schedule
March 15

At Coliseo Ruben Rodriguez, Bay-
amon, Puerto Rico, Danny Garcia vs. 
Mauricio Herrera, 12, for Garcia’s WBA 
Super World and WBC super lightweight 
titles; Deontay Wilder vs. Malik Scott, 
10, heavyweights; Juan Manuel Lopez 
vs. Daniel Ponce de Leon, 10, for Lopez’s 
WBO International junior lightweight 
title.

At Sands Casino Resort, Bethlehem, 
Pa., Tomasz Adamek vs. Vyacheslav 
Glazkov, 12, IBF heavyweight eliminator; 
Isaac Chilemba vs. Denis Grachev, 10, 
light heavyweights; Ronald Cruz vs. Ker-
mit Cintron, 10, welterweights.

March 17
At The House of Blues, Boston, Julian 

Williams vs. Freddy Hernandez, 10, mid-
dleweights.

March 21
At Villa La Nata Sporting Club, Buenos 

Aires, Argentina, Juan Carlos Reveco, 
vs. Manuel Vides, 12, for Reveco’s WBA 
World flyweight title.

At Morongo Casino Resort & Spa, 
Cabazon, Calif., Vanes Martirosyan vs. 
Luciano Cuello, 10, super welterweights.

March 22
At Roberto Duran Arena, Panama City, 

Panama, Anselmo Moreno vs. Javier 
Nicolas Chacon, 12, for Moreno’s WBA 
Super World bantamweight title.

March 26
At Tokyo, Denkaosen Kaovichit vs. Ko-

hei Kono, 12, for the vacant WBA World 
super flyweight. 

NHL
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Boston 65 43 17 5 91 208 144
Toronto 67 35 24 8 78 198 205
Montreal 67 35 25 7 77 167 170
Tampa Bay 65 34 24 7 75 186 171
Detroit 65 29 23 13 71 172 183
Ottawa 65 28 25 12 68 185 213
Florida 65 24 34 7 55 157 209
Buffalo 65 19 38 8 46 129 192

Metropolitan Division
Pittsburgh 65 44 17 4 92 206 159
N.Y. Rangers 66 35 27 4 74 172 165
Columbus 65 34 26 5 73 190 179
Philadelphia 65 33 25 7 73 184 190
New Jersey 66 29 24 13 71 163 168
Washington 67 30 27 10 70 193 202
Carolina 65 28 28 9 65 163 185
N.Y. Islanders 67 25 33 9 59 188 228

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
St. Louis 65 44 14 7 95 213 148
Colorado 66 43 18 5 91 202 174
Chicago 66 38 14 14 90 225 175
Minnesota 65 34 22 9 77 161 161
Dallas 65 32 23 10 74 188 181
Winnipeg 67 30 28 9 69 184 195
Nashville 66 28 28 10 66 160 195

Pacific Division
Anaheim 66 43 16 7 93 210 167
San Jose 66 42 17 7 91 205 159
Los Angeles 66 38 22 6 82 162 139
Phoenix 66 31 24 11 73 184 189
Vancouver 68 30 28 10 70 160 183
Calgary 66 26 33 7 59 159 196
Edmonton 66 23 35 8 54 166 215

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss.

Wednesday’s games
Vancouver 3, Winnipeg 2, SO
Boston 4, Montreal 1
Colorado 3, Chicago 2
Calgary 7, Anaheim 2

Thursday’s games
Phoenix at Boston
Buffalo at Carolina
San Jose at Columbus
Florida at Tampa Bay
Edmonton at St. Louis
N.Y. Rangers at Minnesota
Toronto at Los Angeles

Friday’s games
San Jose at N.Y. Islanders
Vancouver at Washington
Edmonton at Detroit
New Jersey at Florida
Nashville at Chicago
N.Y. Rangers at Winnipeg
Calgary at Dallas
Anaheim at Colorado

Saturday’s games
Carolina at Boston
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia
Ottawa at Montreal
New Jersey at Tampa Bay
Buffalo at N.Y. Islanders
St. Louis at Nashville
Columbus at Minnesota
Calgary at Phoenix
Anaheim at Los Angeles

Sunday’s games
Philadelphia at Pittsburgh
Vancouver at Florida
Toronto at Washington
Edmonton at Carolina
San Jose at N.Y. Rangers
Colorado at Ottawa
Montreal at Buffalo
Detroit at Chicago
Dallas at Winnipeg

Pro hockey



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • F3HIJKLM                 PAGE 57

What’s ailing Tiger these days?
Friday, March 14, 2014

GOLF

BY DOUG FERGUSON

The Associated Press

One lesson Jack Nicklaus imparted on Tiger 
Woods a decade ago in South Africa was to 
always be part of the conversation.

They were talking that day about 
rivalries.

The problem now for Woods is it’s hard to have 
any conversation about him without mentioning his 
health. The biggest rival for Woods at age 38 might 
be a body that by his own account appears to be 
breaking down.

Woods was a big part of the conversation in back-
to-back weeks on the Florida swing, and it had little 
to do with this golf.

He withdrew from the Honda Classic after 13 
holes in the final round with lower back pain and 
what he said were spasms. He showed up 
three days later at Doral to walk a practice 
round on the new Blue Monster with wedg-
es and a putter. He shot 73 in the wind on 
Friday (a very good score), and he shot 66 
on Saturday (a great score) to get within 
three shots of the lead. And then his back 
flared up and he had the worst Sunday 
score (78) of his professional career.

His year is starting to sound like one big 
soap opera.

Was he working out too much in the off-
season? Was he playing too little? Should 
he have played Doral? Will he be at Bay 
Hill next week? Just how bad is his back? 
Is rest and treatment enough? What kind 
of shape will he be in when he gets to Au-
gusta National?

And the question that has yet to be asked 
— should he even play the Masters?

No other player from his generation has 
spoken more to the media than Woods.

Few have given up so little.
Part of that — most of that — is his de-

sire to keep what he considers private matters just 
that. And that includes his health.

Consider a sampling of Woods’ injuries in recent 
years.

� At The Barclays in 2012, he said he felt a twinge 
in his lower back the morning of the second round 
and showed great discomfort around Bethpage 
Black. “Must have slept funny on it. Soft beds at the 
hotel,” he said.

� The next year at the same tournament, he played 
only nine holes of the pro-am, and then chipped and 
putted on the back nine. “My neck and back are a 
little stiff ... after a soft bed,” he said. “And just one 
of those things, sleeping in hotels and I didn’t want 
to push it.”

By the end of the week, he dropped to his knees 
after one shot on the back nine from what he said 
were back spasms. Woods said it was unrelated to 
the tightness he felt in his back two weeks earlier 
in the final round of the PGA Championship. He 
showed up at Boston the next week, thankful for the 
Friday start of the Deutsche Bank Championship.

� He played with a left elbow injury in the U.S. 

Open last summer at Merion. He said he injured it 
“playing golf” at The Players Championship, and 
that he would still play even if it were not the U.S. 
Open. But he wound up missing the AT&T Na-
tional two weeks later to rest up for the British 
Open.

It’s painfully clear (no pun intended) that 
Woods does not want to divulge details 
about injuries.

Asked on Sunday at Doral if it could be 
something more than back spasms, Woods 
replied: “Well, it is back spasms, so we’ve 
done all the protocols.”

That was followed by a simple question: Have 
you had an MRI? “As I’ve said, we’ve done all the 
protocols.”

At times, it can be hard to ignore one part of Hank 
Haney’s book, “The Big Miss,” when talking about 

Woods’ fascination with injuries. Haney, 
his coach for six years, said Woods could 
have worsened the condition of his knee 
with heavy workouts and Navy SEAL 
activities.

“But Tiger preferred that people see his 
injuries related to his sport, so that he could 
wear them as an athletic badge of honor,” 
Haney wrote. “To him, injuries were 
a way of being accepted into the 
fraternity of superstars who 
played more physical sports 
than golf. For example, a 
couple of times when 
I knew he’d just got-
ten off the phone 
with Derek Jeter, 
I’d asked what 
they had talked 
about. Both 
times Tiger said 
the conversation 
was about inju-
ries they were 

each dealing with.”
It’s easy to connect dots 

with scores and injuries, 
especially when the bad 
back on the last two Sun-
days followed rounds of 65 
and 66. But that would be 
ignoring the 2008 U.S. Open 
he won in 91 holes on a left 
leg so badly damaged that it 
required season-ending sur-
gery two days later.

Even with eight wins over 
the last two years, his future 
remains muddled by recurring 
injuries. How bad are they? Does 
he need to take more time off? Can 
he afford to take more time off? How 
much longer will he be stuck on 14 
majors? Will he ever break the record 
18 majors won by Nicklaus?

Woods is not playing this week. Consid-
er it a commercial break.

Tiger Woods follows his shot 
from the fifth tee during the 
third round of the Cadillac 
Championship on March 8 
in Doral, Fla.
LYNNE SLADKY/AP

Health more and more of a factor for Woods

‘ To him, 
injuries 
were a way 
of being 
accepted 
into the 
fraternity of 
superstars 
who played 
more physi-
cal sports 
than golf. ’

Hank Haney
in ‘The Big Miss,’ 

his book about 
Tiger Woods

Did you know

Tiger 
Woods last 
won a major 
tournament in 
2008, when he 
won his 14th major 
at the U.S. Open at 
Torrey Pines.

SOURCE: Tigerwoods.com



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •PAGE 58     F3HIJKLM Friday, March 14, 2014

day, but 
prosecutors 
have said 
they want 
their case 
handled 
before any 
others.

In addi-
tion to the 
accusations 
in Arizona, 
Califor-
nia and Louisiana, Sharper re-

NFL

The Associated Press

Cornerback Darrelle Revis and 
the New England Patriots have 
reached agreement on a contract, 
according to league sources.

While Revis’ deal has a cash 
value of $12 million this year, first  

reported by 
ESPN, the 
sides added 
a second 
year to the 
pact. The 
second year 
is worth $20 
million, a 
sum so large 

it makes it unlikely the Patriots 
would pay it, thus making Revis 
an unrestricted free agent again 
in 2015.

The second year helps the team 
spread the salary-cap charges for 
Revis over two seasons instead of 
taking one $12 million cap hit in 
2014. It also eliminates the chance 
he could be given the franchise 
tag by the Patriots in 2015.

Sharper returns to LA court amid rape charges 

Cut by Bucs, Revis signs on with Patriots
DE Ware lands 3-year, $30M deal with Broncos, WR Decker goes to Jets on Day 2 of free agency

Revis still needs to pass a phys-
ical and sign his contract. Once 
he does, it will continue Revis’ 
reign as the NFL’s highest-paid 
cornerback and give the Patriots 
the player they needed to replace 
cornerback Aqib Talib, who un-
expectedly bolted for the Denver 
Broncos on Tuesday.

The Buccaneers released the 
five-time Pro Bowl cornerback 
after being unable to trade him 
and his $16 million salary. The 
move saved the team a $1.5 mil-
lion bonus that Revis would have 
been due if he remained on the 
roster.

Former Dallas Cowboys de-
fensive end Demarcus Ware also 
found work with another team 
in less than 24 hours after being 
released, signing a $30 million, 
three-year contract from the 
Denver Broncos.

Not quite keeping pace with 
the nonstop nature of Day 1 of 
free agency, Day 2 did include 
Eric Decker bolting Denver to 
sign with the New York Jets; re-
ceiver Golden Tate leaving the 
Super Bowl champion Seahawks 
to play alongside All-Pro Cal-
vin Johnson with the Lions; and 

BY ANTHONY MCCARTNEY

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Former 
NFL All-Pro safety Darren 
Sharper returns to court Thurs-
day for a hearing that will deter-
mine whether he’s released on 
bail amid new charges that he 
drugged and sexually assaulted 
two women last year in Arizona.

The athlete has been in a Los 
Angeles jail since Feb. 27, when 
he turned himself in on an arrest 
warrant issued by Louisiana au-
thorities on similar charges.

Los Angeles Superior Court 

Judge Renee Korn said last week 
that she could not hold Sharper in-
definitely unless he was charged 
in New Orleans, which has not yet 
happened.

The indictment in Tempe, Ariz., 
will give Los Angeles prosecutors 
another opportunity to argue that 
Sharper should remain in custody, 
despite being freed on $1 million 
after pleading not guilty to charg-
es he drugged and raped two 
women in Los Angeles County. 
District Attorney spokeswoman 
Jane Robison declined comment 
on how prosecutors would treat 
the new charge in court Thurs-

Sharper

BOB LEVERONE/AP 

Darrelle Revis signed a two-year, $32 million contract with the New England Patriots after being 
released by the Tampa Bay Buccaneers on Wednesday. Revis was cut just one season after the Bucs 
traded a first-round draft pick and another conditional pick to the New York Jets for the cornerback. 
Tampa Bay signed Revis to a six-year, $96 million deal, but with no guaranteed money.

the Browns cutting two quar-
terbacks, Brandon Weeden and 
Jason Campbell.

The Revis move saved the Bucs 
a $1.5 million bonus that would 
have been due if he remained on 
the roster with his $16 million sal-
ary. It also freed up room under 
the cap for a roster overhaul under 
new coach Lovie Smith and gener-
al manager Jason Licht.

With Broncos executive John 
Elway showing the same ability to 
close a deal that he did during his 
Hall of Fame career as a quarter-
back — and used two years ago to 
lure Peyton Manning to Denver 
— Ware’s first team visit resulted 
in a deal that includes $20 million 
in guaranteed money.

“It’s a perfect fit for me,” Ware 
said at a news conference.

He’ll pair with linebacker Von 
Miller to give AFC champion Den-
ver a pair of quarterback chasers. 
Elway has been busy upgrading 
the defense during the first two 
days of the NFL’s free-agency 
period, adding cornerback Aqib 
Talib from the Patriots and safety 

T.J. Ward on Tuesday.
“Their mentality is a ‘now’ 

mentality,” Ware said about the 
Broncos. “Not looking forward 
to next season or the season after 
that. The time is now.”

The 31-year-old Ware had 
117 sacks and went to seven Pro 
Bowls in nine seasons with the 
Cowboys. He had a career-low six 
sacks last season, when he missed 
time with a thigh injury, then had 
offseason elbow surgery.

The Cowboys made another 
move to clear cap space Wednes-
day, jettisoning receiver Miles 
Austin, as expected, saving about 
$5.5 million. Austin’s release is 
effective June 1. And they signed 
free agent defensive linemen Ter-
rell McClain and Jeremy Mincey.

Decker spent Wednesday at the 
Jets’ facility and had dinner with 
a contingent of team officials, in-
cluding coach Rex Ryan. He gives 
quarterback Geno Smith and the 
offense a sorely needed playmaker 
and No. 1-type wide receiver.

The 6-foot-3, 214-pound Deck-
er, who’ll be 27 on Saturday, set 
career highs last season catch-

ing passes from Peyton Man-
ning with 87 catches and 1,288 
yards receiving to go along with 
11 touchdowns. He had 85 recep-
tions for 1,064 yards and a career-
best 13 TDs in 2012.

Tampa Bay added a quarter-
back Wednesday by agreeing to a 
two-year contract with Josh Mc-
Cown, a backup who got a chance 
to start five games last season for 
the Bears in place of an injured 
Jay Cutler.

In Thursday’s moves:
� Steve Smith, the Carolina 

Panthers all-time leading receiv-
er, has been released by the team. 
 Smith, who turns 35 in May, 
ranks 19th all-time in the NFL in 
receptions.
� The Philadelphia Eagles ac-

quired Darren Sproles from the 
New Orleans Saints for a fifth-
round draft pick. The move was 
followed by the Eagles agreeing on 
a two-year deal with former Dol-
phins cornerback Nolan Carroll.

The Saints get the second of Phil-
adelphia’s two fifth-round picks in 
May. It previously belonged to the 

New England Patriots.
 In other news Wednesday:
� Chris Clemons was released

by the Seahawks. Clemons was
due to make $7.5 million in base
salary next season. He is the
fourth member of Seattle’s de-
fense to be released or sign with 
another club as a free agent. Se-
attle then agreed with former
Jaguars receiver Taylor Price on
a one-year deal, but lost guard
Breno Giacomini to the Jets. New
York also re-signed backup de-
fensive lineman Leger Douzable 
to a one-year deal.
� Offensive lineman Rodger 

Saffold failed his physical and
won’t sign a contract with Oak-
land after failing a physical. The 
Raiders agreed to a five-year, 
$42.5 million deal with Saffold on 
Tuesday.
� Cornerback Corey Graham’s

agent said the player agreed to a 
four-year contract with the Bills,
leaving the Ravens.
� Returner-receiver Jacoby 

Jones agreed to a four-year con-
tract to stay with the Ravens.
� Linebacker Jon Beason 

agreed to stay with the Giants,
who also re-signed kicker Josh 
Brown and safety Stevie Brown.
� Cornerback Eric Wright re-

signed with the 49ers.
� Offensive lineman David

Stewart was waived by the Titans
after failing a physical. Tennes-
see also signed former Steelers
defensive lineman Al Woods to a
multiyear deal.
� Saints running back Pierre

Thomas agreed to a two-year
contract extension.
� Miami defensive tackle

Randy Starks signed a $12 mil-
lion, two-year contract.
� Tight end David Johnson

joined the Chargers from Pitts-
burgh, which re-signed safety
Will Allen, long snapper Greg
Warren and offensive lineman
Cody Wallace.
� Former Seahawks safety

Chris Maragos and former Tex-
ans linebacker Bryan Braman 
joined the Eagles.
� Linebacker Dekoda Watson 

lef the Bucs for the Jaguars.
� Former Rams guard Chris

Williams left St. Louis for Buffalo.

mains under investigation that he 
drugged and raped women in Ne-
vada and Florida. His attorneys 

have said they expect the former 
player to be exonerated in the Los 
Angeles case.

“We know that Darren will 
vigorously deny the allegations,” 
Sharper’s Arizona attorney Skip 
Donau said Wednesday. “We are 
hopeful of vindication.”

In a bail motion filed last 
month, an investigator described 
a pattern in which the former 
football star met women at clubs 
or parties and lured them to a 
hotel room, where they were al-
legedly drugged and raped.

The New Orleans warrant 
shows that police learned from 

witnesses that Sharper and an
associate had acknowledged hav-
ing nonconsensual sex with two 
women. Sharper’s attorneys say
he never made such statements.

 Sharper was selected All-
Pro six times and made the Pro 
Bowl five times. He played in two 
Super Bowls, one with the Green
Bay Packers as a rookie after the
1997 season and won the cham-
pionship with the New Orleans
Saints in 2010.

He retired after the 2010 sea-
son and was working as an ana-
lyst for the NFL Network before
being fired recently.
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AUTO RACING

SPRINT CUP
This week: Food City 500 at 

Bristol, Tenn.
TV: AFN-Xtra, 6 p.m. Sunday, CET; 

2 a.m. Monday, Japan and Korea. 
Track: Bristol Motor Speedway 

(oval, 0.533 miles).
Race distance: 500 laps, 266.5 

miles.
Last year: Kasey Kahne held off 

Kyle Busch after a bumper-banging 
battle with Brad Keselowski.

Last week: Keselowski surged 
ahead on the final lap at Las Vegas 
when Dale Earnhardt Jr. ran out of 
fuel. Keselowski also won the Nation-
wide race for his first weekend sweep.

Next race: Auto Club 400, March 
23, Auto Club Speedway, Fontana, 
Calif.

Fast facts: Earnhardt has finished in 
the top two of all three races this year.

Online: nascar.com.
— The Associated Press

NATIONWIDE SERIES
This week: Drive to Stop Diabetes 

300 at Bristol, Tenn.
TV: AFN-Xtra, 7 p.m. Saturday, 

CET; 3 a.m. Sunday, Japan and Korea.
Track: Bristol Motor Speedway 

(oval, 0.533 miles).
Race distance: 300 laps, 159.9 

miles.
Last year: Kyle Busch raced to the 

second of his 12 series wins in 2013. 
He also won the August race at the 
track for his record sixth Bristol victory.

Last week: Brad Keselowski won 
at Las Vegas, overcoming electrical 
trouble and holding off Busch. Kesel-
owski also won the Sprint Cup race.

Fast facts: Busch won the rain-
shortened Phoenix race two weeks 
ago for his series-record 64th victory. 
... Regan Smith won the season-open-
ing race at Daytona. ... Cale Conley is 
attempting to make his first national 
series start, driving the No. 33 Rich-
ard Childress Racing Chevrolet.

Online: nascar.com
— The Associated Press

FORMULA ONE

This week: Australian Grand Prix at 
Melbourne.

Track: Albert Park (road course, 3.3 
miles).

Race distance: 191.12 miles, 58 laps.
Last year: Lotus’ Kimi Raikkonen 

won the season-opening race for his 
20th F1 victory. Ferrari’s Fernando 
Alonso was second, and Red Bull’s 
Sebastian Vettel finished third.

 Next race: Malaysian Grand Prix, 
March 30, Sepang International Cir-
cuit, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Online: formula1.com
— The Associated Press

CAMPING WORLD 
TRUCKS SERIES

Next race: Kroger 250, March 29, 
Martinsville Speedway, Martinsville, 
Va.

Last race: Kyle Busch won at Day-
tona on Feb. 21 to become the first 
driver to win Truck, ARCA, Nationwide 
and Sprint Cup races at the track.

Online: nascar.com
— The Associated Press

NHRA MELLO YELLO 
DRAG RACING

This week: NHRA Gatornationals at  
Gainesville, Fla.

Track: Auto Plus Raceway At 
Gainesville.

Last year: Antron Brown beat Clay 
Millican in the Top Fuel final round. 
Johnny Gray topped the Funny Car 
field, Allen Johnson won in Pro Stock 
and Hector Arana Jr. in Pro Stock 
Motorcycle.

Last event: Alexis DeJoria raced to 
her first career Funny Car victory Feb. 
23 in Chandler, Ariz. Antron Brown 
won in Top Fuel and Allen Johnson 
topped the Pro Stock field.

Fast facts: On Feb. 9 in the Winter-
nationals in Pomona, Calif., 64-year-
old John Force beat Matt Hagan in 
the Funny Car final with a record time 
of 3.965 seconds at 323.58 mph. 
Force won his record 16th season title 
last year and has a record 139 event 
victories. 

Next event: SummitRacing.com 
NHRA Nationals, March 28-30, The 
Strip at Las Vegas Motor Speedway, 
Las Vegas.

Online: nhra.com
— The Associated Press

 Driver standings

 1. Dale Earnhardt Jr. ..................133
 2. Brad Keselowski ....................132
 3. Jimmie Johnson .................... 117
 4. Joey Logano .......................... 116
 5. Jeff Gordon ........................... 115
 6. Carl Edwards ........................105
 7. Matt Kenseth .........................105
 8. Denny Hamlin .......................101
 9. Ryan Newman ........................97
10. Kyle Busch .............................95
11. Jamie McMurray .....................93
12. Greg Biffle ..............................86
13. Austin Dillon ...........................84
14. Kevin Harvick ..........................83
15. Kasey Kahne ...........................83
16. Ricky Stenhouse Jr. .................80
17. Casey Mears ...........................80
18. Paul Menard ...........................76
19. Marcos Ambrose .....................69
20. Brian Vickers ..........................64

Driver to watch

Matt Kenseth had a strong season in 2013, 
winning seven times and finishing second in 
the Chase to six-time Cup champion Jimmie 
Johnson.

He opened the 2014 season with two 
top-10 finishes in his first three races, taking 
sixth in the season-opening Daytona 500 

and 10th in last week’s Kobalt 400 at the 
Las Vegas Motor Speedway. He also had a 
12th-place finish in the Profit on CNBC 500 at 

Phoenix International Raceway.
Kenseth should be comfort-

able on this week’s 
track in Bristol, having 
won there in August 

in the Irwin Tools 
Night Race. 

Around the track

Radical redesign of cars signals promise of a new era

Formula 1 gets a shakeup
BY CHRIS LINES

The Associated Press

For jaded Formula One fans weary of Se-
bastian Vettel’s dominance, an overdue 
shake-up is coming.

A switch to six-cylinder turbo engines 
has forced a radical redesign of the cars, with the 
aim of making the series more relevant to the car 
industry and tempting major automakers back to 
F1.

While such changes tend to ultimately ben-
efit the big teams, who have more resources to 
put into design and trouble-shooting, the change 
could see some of the major players struggle 
early.

How the teams adjust to the technical chal-
lenges will be the major theme of the season, with 
juicy subplots such as how Fernando Alonso and 
Kimi Raikkonen manage what could be a com-
bustible relationship as teammates at Ferrari.

Off the track, there are also major issues, most 
notably the future of the series’ commercial boss 
with 83-year-old Bernie Ecclestone facing brib-
ery charges in Germany. Many eyes are also on 
Michael Schumacher, who remains in a coma in 
a French hospital months after he suffered head 
injuries in a skiing accident.

Preseason testing has raised some eyebrows, 
with Vettel — who will be aiming for his fifth 
straight drivers’ championship — and his Red 
Bull team struggling with technical problems, 
while Felipe Massa at his new team Williams is 
the unlikely name at the top of the timesheets.

It will be tough to bet against Red Bull and de-
signer Adrian Newey quickly coming up with so-
lutions to the preseason glitches, but Vettel knew 
the restricted running in preseason put his team 
at a disadvantage for the season-opening Austra-
lian Grand Prix on Sunday.

“We haven’t done enough laps, the speed is not 
there compared to some other teams,” said Vettel, 
who last season matched Schumacher’s record of 
13 victories in a year and equaled the nine straight 
wins of Alberto Ascari. “There’s no reason to paint 
everything black. Everyone is motivated to get out 
of it, get going and find out where we are.”

If Red Bull is off the pace in Australia and the 
early races, it will have plenty of opportunities 
to catch up in the 19-race season. The Russian 
GP in October is new to the schedule, while the 
Austrian GP returns in June. The Korean GP 
has been dropped, while the Indian GP is off this 
year and might return in 2015.

Red Bull’s preseason struggles have been pri-
marily caused by Renault’s teething problems 
with the new V6 engine and associated parts of 
the power train. That has also impacted the other 
Renault-supplied teams: Lotus, Toro Rosso and 
Caterham.

The trouble for Renault is the engines have 
been set for the season ahead, with no major 
changes allowed, so there is a fear the problems 
will be difficult if not impossible to resolve.

The Mercedes-powered teams have flourished 
in preseason, with the eponymous factory team 

a clear favorite for the early races to build 
on the second-place finish in 2013, while 
Williams and Force India have looked 
strong, less so McLaren. The Mercedes 
teams did roughly twice as many laps 
in preseason testing than the Renault 
or Ferrari-powered cars.

Mercedes driver Lewis Hamil-
ton, who will sport the No. 44 on 
his car as F1 switches to person-
ally chosen numbers instead of 
the previous season’s finishing 
order, was playing down his fa-
vorite status for Melbourne.
“We have a strong package, but 

I don’t feel we are guaranteed to be the 
guys ahead,” Hamilton said.

Mercedes does have the benefit of 
continuity because it is one of only two 
teams to retain the same driver pair-
ing from 2013, along with Marussia.

There has been plenty of shuffling 
of drivers, but not many new faces. The 

debutants in Melbourne will be Kevin 
Magnussen at McLaren, Marcus Ericsson 

at Caterham and 19-year-old Russian Daniil 
Kyvat at Toro Rosso, while Kamui Kobayashi 

returns at Caterham after a year away. 

‘ We have a strong package, 
but I don’t feel we 
are guaranteed 
to be the 
guys ahead. ’
Lewis Hamilton
Team Mercedes 
Formula One driver

New rules and car redesigns with
6-cylinder turbos were put in place for 

this season to curb the dominance of Red 
Bull driver Sebastian Vettel, left.
PHIL CARPENTER, MONTREAL GAZETTE/MCT
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BY GENARO C. ARMAS

The Associated Press

MILWAUKEE — No getting 
around it now for Marquette 
— the Golden Eagles need to win 
the Big East tournament to guar-
antee a ninth straight trip to the 
NCAAs.

But if they can at least get to the 
conference tourney finals, coach 
Buzz Williams is hoping that 
maybe, just maybe, that might be 
enough to give the NCAA tourna-
ment selection committee some-
thing more to talk about before 
finalizing the brackets.

“Do we have to win it? I would 
say probably,” Williams said. “It’s 
hard to say ... but we definitely 
have to be in the championship 
game in order to get into the 
conversation.”

The preseason favorites in the 
reconfigured Big East, the Gold-
en Eagles (17-14, 9-9) head into 
the conference tournament hav-
ing lost three straight, including 
two consecutive games in double 
overtime. The last one came in 
an emotionally draining, regu-
lar-season finale last weekend 
against St. John’s.

It was the sixth overtime game 
of the year for Marquette. The 
positive takeaway is that the 
Golden Eagles have shown they 
can claw back into any game, es-
pecially when junior guard Todd 
Mayo is on a roll in the clutch.

“It speaks to the character of 
our kids. It’s hard in one week 
to lose in double overtime, both 
by a point. At any point in time 
we could have folded,” Williams 
said.

“When you lose in the man-
ner that we did, it makes you as 

a coach, it makes you study ways
to get better,” he said. “We’ve got 
to find ways to get better, and find 
ways to get better against Xavier 
on Thursday night.”

The third-seeded Musketeers
are the first opponent in the 
league tourney in New York for 
Marquette, seeded sixth. The
teams split the regular-season se-
ries, with Xavier shooting at least
52 percent in each game.

Last time out, Marquette al-
lowed St. John’s to shoot 50
percent, including 53 percent (7-
for-13) from three-point range.
Safe to say, improving defensively
is one of Williams’ top priorities 
this week.

Marquette is experienced up
front with Davante Gardner, the 
league’s sixth man of the year for
the second straight season, along 
with center Chris Otule and for-
ward Jamil Wilson, all seniors.
The Golden Eagles seem to be at
their best offensively when the
frontcourt is complemented by 
Mayo in the clutch and fellow off-
guard Jake Thomas hitting from 
long range.

Consistency in the backcourt
and outside shooting haven’t been
Marquette’s strong suits. Wil-
liams’ team is last in the league 
in three-point shooting at 31
percent.

The last time that the Golden
Eagles finished 9-9 in the Big 
East, in 2010-11, they made the
NCAAs after getting two wins in
the Big East tourney as a No. 11 
seed. Marquette finished 22-15
that season, and won two games 
as a No. 11 seed in the NCAAs be-
fore falling to North Carolina in
the regional semifinals.

Clemson (19-11, 10-8 ACC): The Tigers seemed 
to be in good position for an at-
large bid with a victory over Duke 
on their résumé and a solid run at 
the end of the conference season. 
That changed with an 83-78 over-
time loss to Pittsburgh in the regu-
lar-season finale, a game Clemson 
led by five in the closing seconds. 

Now, the Tigers will likely need a run in the ACC 
tournament to get an invite. Clemson, picked 14th 
out of 15 ACC teams when the season began, opens 
Thursday against Georgia Tech.

Minnesota (19-12, 8-10 Big Ten): The Golden 
Gophers have played one of the 
toughest schedules in the nation 
and have some solid victories, in-
cluding Ohio State and Wisconsin. 
There’s just too many losses for 
Minnesota to expect to get in right 
now, including a bad-on-the-ré-
sumé setback against Northwest-

ern. The Golden Gophers will likely need a couple 
of wins in the Big Ten tournament as the No. 7 seed. 
The Golden Gophers open against Penn State on 
Thursday.

California (19-12, 10-8 Pac-12): The Bears are 
the No. 4 seed in the Pac-12 tour-
nament, but far from a lock to get 
into the field of 68. Cal has a not-
so-impressive RPI of 55 and lost 
four of five before giving itself a 
good boost with an overtime win 
over fellow bubbler Colorado in 
the regular-season finale. The 

Bears can’t afford a loss in their Pac-12 tournament 
opener, against Colorado, and would feel a whole lot 
safer if they can get to the title game.

Tennessee (20-11, 11-7 SEC): The Vols are 
peaking at just the right time. 
With its blowout victory over Mis-
souri in the season finale, Tennes-
see closed the regular season with 
four straight wins to claim the No. 
4 seed and a bye in the SEC tour-
nament. The Vols’ RPI of 44 is OK 
and they have a solid strength of 

schedule, but two losses to Texas A&M do not look 
good. A loss in the SEC quarterfinals against the Ar-
kansas-South Carolina winner could put a big dent 
in Tennessee’s chances.

Kansas State (20-11, 10-8 Big 12): A stumble 
at the end of the season has put 
what seemed a sure-bet trip to 
the NCAA tournament in jeop-
ardy. With a chance to solidify its 
résumé against two fellow bubble 
teams, Kansas State stumbled , los-
ing to Oklahoma State and Baylor 
to close the regular season. The 

Wildcats have wins over Kansas and Iowa State, but 
in the what-have-you-done-lately world of NCAA 
selections, a 3-4 finish to the season might mean a 
couple of Big 12 tournament wins may be needed.

Marquette (17-14, 9-9 Big East): The preseason 
favorites in the reconfigured Big 
East have some work to do for an 
NCAA tournament bid. The Gold-
en Eagles had a disappointing end 
to the regular season, losing three 
straight, including two in double 
overtime. With an RPI of 85, the 
Golden Eagles will likely need to 

win the conference tournament, though coach Buzz 
Williams is hoping the Golden Eagles can still get in 
if they reach the championship game.

BY JOHN MARSHALL

The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Brigham Young put itself in the NCAA tournament conversation with a strong schedule 
and a good finish to the season.

But after failing to get the West Coast Conference’s automatic bid, now all the Cougars can do is wait.
“I think we should find ourselves in that tournament,” BYU guard Tyler Haws said. “This has been a 

challenging season, but I feel like our guys have come together and done enough to get in.”
BYU (23-11) picked up some solid wins with one of the nation’s tougher schedules, knocking off Stanford 

on the road, Texas and Gonzaga. The Cougars pass the playing-well-at-the-end test, too, winning 10 of their 
final 11 games, including two in the WCC tournament.

But by coming up short in the WCC title game with a 75-64 loss to Gonzaga, BYU has to sit around for 
several days before waiting to see if the NCAA selection committee believes its résumé holds up.

The Cougars certainly have the support of Gonzaga coach Mark Few after playing the Zags three times 
this season.

“There’s not a question in my mind they’re an NCAA tournament team,” Few said. “The thing that always 
makes me laugh is the thought that those middling teams from the football conferences, I don’t think they 
could fare any better than what BYU has done here. They’re a very, very good team and I expect to see them 
pop up on Selection Sunday.”

As the conference tournaments get going, here’s six more teams that will be sweating out Sunday if they 
fail to win their league’s automatic bid:

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

BYU failed to lock up bid; others face similar plight this weekend

Waiting is the hardest part
JULIE JACOBSON/AP

BYU players react to a 75-64 loss to Gonzaga in the West Coast Conference tournament title game.

Marquette’s NCAA
streak on the line
at league tourney

TOM LYNN/AP

Marquette’s Davante Gardner looks for a foul call on the St. John’s 
defense during the first half of Saturday’s game in Milwaukee.
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BY AARON BEARD

The Associated Press

GREENSBORO, N.C. — This 
week’s Atlantic Coast Conference 
tournament has a new look, from 
more teams and an extra round 
of games to the school holding the 
No. 1 seed.

Sixth-ranked Virginia is hop-
ing to pair its first outright regu-
lar-season title in 33 years with 
its first ACC tournament title 
since winning its only other one 
in 1976.

The Cavaliers (25-6, 16-2) fin-
ished two games ahead of No. 11 
Syracuse. Yet coach Tony Ben-
nett said the top seed, only the 
second for the program, doesn’t 
mean much.

“There’s such a small amount 
of separation and most of these 
teams will have a chance at it,” 
Bennett said Tuesday. “Who’s 
playing well, and executes, and is 
the hungriest is going to have the 
best chance.”

The tournament starts Wednes-
day with the lowest-seeded teams, 
while the Cavaliers and the rest of 
the top four seeds — the Orange, 
No. 7 Duke and No. 15 North Car-
olina — don’t play until Friday’s 
quarterfinals.

Virginia hasn’t reached the 
semifinals since 1995 and has 
lost four straight games dating to 
2010.

“It seems like the teams that 
always do well in the postseason, 
the Dukes and Carolinas, those 
guys always seem to take a step up 
when they get into the ACC tour-
nament, the NCAA tournament, 
whatever it might be,” Virginia 
guard Joe Harris said. “I think 
that’s a step that this program has 
to take and hopefully we can try 
to make that stride this year.”

This is the first year for the 
league with 15 teams with the ar-
rivals of Syracuse, Pittsburgh and 
Notre Dame from the Big East. 
That meant adding a fifth day of 
competition for the first time in 
the event’s 61-year history, with 
Wednesday’s first-round games at 
the Greensboro Coliseum featur-
ing teams seeded 10th and lower.

Teams seeded fifth through 
ninth earned a bye into Thurs-
day’s second round.

It also marks the final tourna-
ment run for Maryland, which is 
headed for the Big Ten. The Ter-
rapins, who won their last title a 
decade ago, play Florida State in 
Thursday’s second round.

Here are five things to watch at 
this week’s ACC tournament:

1Warren’s Tear: North 
Carolina State’s T.J. War-
ren was named the ACC 
player of the year on Tues-

day after leading the league in 
scoring (24.8) and shooting per-
centage (53 percent). He’s scored 
41 and 42 points in his last two 
games — the first ACC player to 
go for 40 in consecutive games 
in more than 23 years — and has 

No. 6 Virginia headlines 
new-look ACC tourney

MATT GENTRY, THE ROANOKE TIMES/AP 

Virginia’s Justin Anderson celebrates the Cavaliers’ 57-53 win over 
rival Virginia Tech on Feb. 18 in Blacksburg, Va. The Cavaliers are 
the No. 1 seed in the ACC tournament, but haven’t been to the 
championship game since 1995.

scored at least 36 in three of the 
past four. He could be a headache 
for a higher-seeded team like 
Syracuse or Duke in the bracket’s 
bottom half.

2Syracuse’s slump? The 
Orange stood at 25-0 and 
No. 1 in the country in 
mid-February, and then 

lost four of six to close the regu-
lar season. Plus, sophomore for-
ward Jerami Grant was battling 
back problems. Still, coach Jim 
Boeheim said he didn’t think his 
team was slumping. “Every team 
in the country loses games ... and 
sometimes your schedule gets 
really hard, and that’s what hap-
pened with us,” Boeheim said. 
“But overall I think we’ve played 
consistently well all year.”

3The  other new kids: 
Notre Dame had the No. 
13 seed and it was a quick 
exit from the tournament 

for the Irish, losing to No. 12 seed 
Wake Forest in Wednesday’s 
opening round. The Demon De-
cons advanced to play fifth-seed-

ed Pittsburgh in a quarterfinal 
game on Thursday.

4Second-half Paige: Can
Marcus Paige keep up his 
second-half run for UNC? 
The sophomore has repeat-

edly come up big after halftime,
going from averaging 5.9 points 
and shooting 37 percent in the first
half to 11.3 points and 50-percent
shooting afterward, according to 
STATS LLC. “By nature he’s try-
ing to run the team more,” coach
Roy Williams said. “And then all
of a sudden he realizes, ‘Hey, my 
part to help this team today might
just be scoring again.’ ”

5Uncertain futures: The
ACC tournament will be
the last chance for bubble
teams Clemson, N.C. State,

Maryland and Florida State to
make a case to be in the NCAA 
tournament. There’s also uncer-
tainty over whether this will be 
the final stop for fourth-year Wake
Forest coach Jeff Bzdelik, who
has struggled to turn around the
Demon Deacons.

Friday, March 14, 2014

Men’s conference tournaments

AMERICA EAST CONFERENCE
At Albany, N.Y.
 Championship

Saturday, March 15
Albany (N.Y.) vs. Stony Brook
AMERICAN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE

At Memphis, Tenn.
First Round

Wednesday, March 12
Rutgers 72, South Florida 68
UCF 94, Temple 90, 2OT

Quarterfinals
Thursday, March 13

SMU vs. Houston
Louisville vs. Rutgers
Cincinnati vs. UCF
UConn vs. Memphis

Semifinals
Friday, March 14

SMU-Houston winner vs. Louisville-
Rutgers winner

Cincinnati-UCF winner vs. UConn-
Memphis winner

ATLANTIC COAST CONFERENCE
At Greensboro, N.C.

First Round
Wednesday, March 12

Georgia Tech 73, Boston College 70, OT
Miami 57, Virginia Tech 53
Wake Forest 81, Notre Dame 69

Second Round
Thursday, March 13

Maryland vs. Florida State
Pittsburgh vs. Wake Forest
N.C. State vs. Miami
Clemson vs. Georgia Tech

Quarterfinals
Friday, March 14

Virginia vs. Maryland-Fla. St. winner
North Carolina vs. Pitt-W. Forest winner
Syracuse vs. N.C. State-Miami winner
Duke vs. Clemson-Georgia Tech win-

ner 
ATLANTIC 10 CONFERENCE

At Brooklyn, N.Y.
First Round

Wednesday, March 12
Fordham 70, George Mason 67

Second Round
Thursday, March 13

La Salle vs. St. Bonaventure
Dayton vs. Fordham
Richmond vs. Duquesne
UMass vs. Rhode Island

Quarterfinals
Friday, March 14

Saint Louis vs. La Salle-St. Bonaven-
ture winner

Saint Joseph’s vs. Dayton-Fordham 
winner

VCU vs. Richmond-Duquesne winner
George Washington vs. UMass-Rhode 

Island winner
BIG EAST CONFERENCE

At New York
First Round

Wednesday, March 12
DePaul 60, Georgetown 56
Seton Hall 51, Butler 50

Quarterfinals
Thursday, March 13

Villanova vs. Seton Hall
Providence vs. St. John’s
Creighton vs. DePaul
Xavier vs. Marquette

Semifinals
Friday, March 14

Villanova-Seton Hall winner vs. Provi-
dence-St. John’s winner

Creighton-DePaul winner vs. Xavier-
Marquette winner

BIG SKY CONFERENCE
At Ogden, Utah

First Round
Thursday, March 13

North Dakota vs. Sacramento State
N. Arizona vs. Northern Colorado
Montana vs. Portland State 

BIG TEN CONFERENCE
At Indianapolis

First Round
Thursday, March 13

Indiana vs. Illinois
Ohio State vs. Purdue
Minnesota vs. Northwestern
Iowa vs. Penn State

Quarterfinals
Friday, March 14

Michigan vs. Indiana-Illinois winner
Nebraska vs. Ohio St.-Purdue winner
Wisconsin vs. Minnesota-Northwest-

ern winner
Michigan St. vs. Iowa-Penn St. winner

BIG 12 CONFERENCE
At Kansas City, Mo.

First Round
Wednesday, March 12

Baylor 76, TCU 68
Oklahoma St. 80, Texas Tech 62

Quarterfinals
Thursday, March 13

Iowa State vs. Kansas State
Kansas vs. Oklahoma State
Oklahoma vs. Baylor
Texas vs. West Virginia

Semifinals
Friday, March 14

Iowa State-Kansas State winner vs. 
Kansas-Oklahoma State winner

Oklahoma-Baylor winner vs. Texas-
West Virginia winner

BIG WEST CONFERENCE
At Anaheim, Calif.

First Round
Thursday, March 13

UC Santa Barbara vs. Cal Poly
Long Beach St. vs. Cal State Fullerton
UC Irvine vs. UC Riverside
Hawaii vs. Cal State Northridge 

CONFERENCE USA
At El Paso, Texas

First Round
Tuesday, March 11

East Carolina 79, UTSA 76
Marshall 63, FAU 59
North Texas 63, Rice 62, OT

Second Round
Wednesday, March 12

Charlotte 80, UAB 70
Old Dominion 73, Marshall 58
Tulane 66, North Texas 61
UTEP 77, East Carolina 68

Quarterfinals
Thursday, March 13

Tulsa vs. Tulane
Middle Tennessee vs. Old Dominion
Southern Miss. vs. UTEP
Louisiana Tech vs. Charlotte 

 MID-AMERICAN CONFERENCE
First Round

Monday, March 10
Ohio 76, Ball State 64
Miami (Ohio) 71, Kent State 64
E. Michigan 72, C. Michigan 60
N. Illinois 54, Bowling Green 51, OT

Second Round
Wednesday, March 12

E. Michigan 53, N. Illinois 48
Miami (Ohio) 63, Ohio 55

Third Round
Thursday, March 13

Akron vs. Miami (Ohio)
Buffalo vs. E. Michigan

Semifinals
Friday, March 14

W. Michigan vs. Akron-Ohio winner
Toledo vs. Buffalo-E. Michigan winner

MID-EASTERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE
At Norfolk, Va.

First Round
Monday, March 10

Norfolk St. 78, Maryland-Eastern Shore 74
Savannah State 61, S. Carolina State 47

Tuesday, March 11
Coppin St. 75, Bethune-Cookman 68
Florida A&M 65, Delaware St. 61
Howard 53, NC A&T 47 

Quarterfinals
Wednesday, March 12

Coppin St. 83, Hampton 77
NC Central 92, Howard 46

Thursday, March 13
Morgan State vs. Florida A&M
Norfolk State vs. Savannah State

Semifinals
Friday, March 14

NC Central vs. Norfolk State-Savannah 
State winner

Coppin State vs. Morgan State-Florida 
A&M winner 

MOUNTAIN WEST CONFERENCE
At Las Vegas
First Round

Wednesday, March 12
Boise St. 83, San Jose St. 52
Fresno St. 61, Air Force 59
Utah St. 73, Colorado St. 69

Quarterfinals
Thursday, March 13

San Diego State vs. Utah State
UNLV vs. Wyoming
New Mexico vs. Fresno State
Nevada vs. Boise State

Semifinals
Friday, March 14

San Diego State-Utah State winner vs. 
UNLV-Wyoming winner

New Mexico-Fresno State winner vs. Ne-
vada-Boise State winner

PACIFIC-12 CONFERENCE
At Las Vegas
First Round

Wednesday, March 12
Colorado 59, Southern Cal 56
Oregon 88, Oregon St. 74
Stanford 74, Washington St. 63
Utah 67, Washington 61

Quarterfinals
Thursday, March 13

Arizona vs. Utah
California vs. Colorado
UCLA vs. Oregon
Arizona State vs. Stanford

Semifinals
Friday, March 14

Arizona-Utah vs. Cal.-Colorado winner
UCLA-Oregon winner vs. Arizona 

State-Stanford
PATRIOT LEAGUE

 Championship
Wednesday, March 13

American U. 55, Boston U. 36
SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE

At Atlanta
First Round

Wednesday, March 12
Mississippi St. 82, Vanderbilt 68
South Carolina 74, Auburn 56

Second Round
Thursday, March 13

Missouri vs. Texas A&M
Arkansas vs. S. Carolina
Louisiana State vs. Alabama
Mississippi. vs. Miss. State

Quarterfinals
Friday, March 14

Florida vs. Missouri-Texas A&M winner
Tennessee vs. Ark.-S.Carolina winner
Kentucky vs. LSU-Alabama winner
Georgia vs. Miss.-Miss. State winner  

SOUTHLAND CONFERENCE
At Katy, Texas

First Round
Wednesday, March 12

Nicholls St. 71, SE Louisiana 64
Oral Roberts 66, McNeese St. 62

Second Round
Thursday, March 13

Northwestern State vs. Nicholls State
Sam Houston State vs. Oral Roberts

SOUTHWESTERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE
At Houston
First Round

Tuesday, March 11
Grambling State 84, Jackson State 75
Prairie View 79, MVSU 63

Quarterfinals
Wednesday, March 12

Prairie View 64, Southern U. 46
Texas Southern 79, Grambling St. 54 

Thursday, March 13
Alabama State vs. Alcorn State
Arkansas-Pine Bluff vs. Alabama A&M

SUN BELT CONFERENCE
New Orleans
First Round

Thursday, March 13
UALR vs. Troy
Texas-Arlington vs. Louisiana-Monroe

Second Round
Friday, March 14

Arkansas State vs. UALR-Troy winner
Louisiana-Lafayette vs. Texas-Arling-

ton-Louisiana-Monroe winner 
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 BY JIM O’CONNELL

The Associated Press

The power conferences still 
have a couple of days before they 
reach the semifinals of their con-
ference tournaments. That doesn’t 
stop the chatter of who will get 
what seed when the 68-team 
bracket for the NCAA tournament 
is revealed Sunday at 6 p.m. EDT.

What has fueled the latest seed 
talk is the injury to Kansas fresh-
man center Joel Embiid. A second 
opinion on his back from a special-
ist in Los Angeles confirmed the 
initial diagnosis of a stress frac-
ture. He was told the best prescrip-
tion is rest and rehabilitation.

That means he will definitely not 
play in the Big 12 tournament this 
week and the first weekend of the 
three-week NCAA tournament.

It isn’t even sure he’ll be back 
for the regional weekend should 
the Jayhawks get there.

What should the Selection Com-
mittee do? Do they seed Kansas 
based on the way the Jayhawks 
played with Embiid’s inside pres-
ence or do they try and see what 
the Jayhawks might be like with-
out him? It’s hard to not be im-
pressed with a team that went 
23-8, has an RPI of 3 and won six 
games over teams in the RPI’s 
top 25, the most of any team.

“The committee is well aware 
of those injuries. We will follow 
those injuries. We will get up-
dates on the injuries. We already 
received a report this morn-
ing about an injury,” committee 
chairman Ron Wellman said in a 
conference call Wednesday. “We 
will be well aware of the latest 
information and whether that in-
dividual is going to be available to 
his team during the tournament.

“It is a discussion point with 
the committee, the injury reports, 
how that might impact the team. 
Again, it is up to the individual 
committee member as to how 
much weight they want to put on 
that particular injury.” 

Here’s some other teams who 
have situations the committee 
will have to look at:

Syracuse: 
The Orange 
stumbled to 
the finish after 
opening the sea-
son 25-0. Their 
offense certain-

ly became stagnant, but how much 
of that had to do with big man 
Jerami Grant playing with a bad 
back and missing some games be-
cause of it. With Grant the inside 
game is much better and he makes 
the famed zone defense even more 
effective with his length.

Once considered a lock to be 
a No. 1 seed, Syracuse is chas-
ing a 2 seed, 3 at the worst and 
the committee has to look at how 
much Grant’s absence meant to 
a team that has a 27-4 record, 9 
RPI and seven wins over teams in 
the RPI’s top 50.

Virginia: It’s 
not an injury 
that will give 
the committee 
pause over the 
Cavaliers, it’s 
their schedule. 

Virginia won the Atlantic Coast 
Conference title outright for the 
first time since Ralph Sampson 
was in Charlottesville 33 years 
ago. The unbalanced schedule 
kept the Cavaliers from playing 
two games against Duke, North 
Carolina and Syracuse. It’s not 
their fault, that’s the schedule 
they were dealt and they did an 
impressive job. But Virginia fin-
ished with a 25-6 record, a 12 RPI 
and it only had 10 wins over teams 
in the RPI’s top 100.

Wichita State: 
The debate of 
whether or not 
the Shockers 
deserve a No. 
1 seed is over. 
They finished 

unbeaten, 34-0, the first team to 
enter the NCAA tournament un-
defeated since UNLV in 1991. Still, 
there’s a nagging little itch that 
won’t go away. The Shockers have a 
5 RPI but their strength of schedule 
is 334. Granted, they can only play 
who is on their schedule but the 
Missouri Valley Conference didn’t 
provide much opposition. Wichita 
State has one win over an RPI top 
25, two over top 50 and seven over 
teams ranked 51 to 100.

Michigan 
State: When the 
Spartans were
fully healthy
they were 
ranked No. 1 in
the nation. Then

the injuries started piling up.
Adreian Payne, Keith Appling,
Branden Dawson and Gary Har-
ris all missed various amounts 
of time and Michigan State was 
watching the losses accumulate
and the Big Ten title went to rival
Michigan. No longer a team that
will be a 1 or 2 seed, the Spartans 
will probably be a 4 or 5, but if the 
committee looks at the injury bug 
and seven wins over teams with a
top 50 RPI, could they move them
up a line or two?

Oklahoma 
State: There 
can’t be many
people who
didn’t see the
tape of star 
guard Marcus 

Smart shoving a fan at Texas
Tech. He was suspended for three 
games that were part of a seven-
game slide that accounted for
more than half of the Cowboys’ 
11 losses. Ten of Oklahoma State’s 
losses this season were to teams in
the RPI’s top 50 and the Cowboys
did beat five teams in that same
range. Oklahoma State is better
than its 40 RPI, but the commit-
tee is under no obligation to treat a
suspension as it would an injury.  

PHIL SEARS/AP

The loss of forward Jerami Grant, left, seen here battling Florida 
State forward Okaro White for the ball, had a serious impact on the 
Syracuse offense. How much Grant’s absence had to do with the 
Orange’s late-season struggles is a question the NCAA selection 
committee will have to answer as they fill out the field of 68.

Injuries, schedules 
will be considered by 
selection committee

Unanswered questions

FROM BACK PAGE

“We will be following it 
throughout the week. We will be 
in contact with Kansas,” Well-
man said before the meetings 
began Wednesday. “So we will 
be in as good a position as we 
possibly can be to place Kansas 
on the right seed line and in the 
right location.”

There are no guarantees, 
though.

When national player of the 
year Kenyon Martin broke his 
right leg during the 2000 Confer-
ence USA tournament, the com-
mittee dropped Cincinnati from 
a No. 1 seed to a No. 2 seed.

Ten years later, the committee 
rewarded Syracuse with a No. 1 
seed even though the Orange had 
lost two straight without injured 
starting center Arinze Onuaku. 
The reason: After consulting 
with Syracuse officials, commit-
tee members believed Onuaku 
would play in the NCAA tourna-
ment. He did not.

“We have to rely upon what 
the schools tell us. We don’t have 
a CIA operation here where we 
can go in the back door and find 
out information that they are not 
giving us,” Wellman said. “So we 
do rely upon the school’s truth-
fulness with us and we believe 
they do tell us the truth. Some-
times it doesn’t pan out the way 
they predict. But we believe they 
do their best to give us the very 
best diagnosis. The diagnosis of 
an injury can change from day to 
day, as well.”

Injuries will be only part of the 
discussion this weekend.

The NCAA adopted two chang-
es in August that could help the 
bracketing process. New guide-
lines allow conference teams 
that played once during the 
regular season to meet as early 

as the first weekend of the tour-
nament. The other change calls 
on the committee to avoid first- 
and second-round rematches 
with non-conference teams that 
have already met. That includes 
the First Four games in Dayton, 
Ohio.

Committee members must de-
termine how to seed and bracket 
a team like Oklahoma State, 
which was ranked in the top five 
early in the season but went 0-3 
after Marcus Smart was sus-
pended for shoving a fan.

They’ll have to sort through 
RPI rankings and analytics, 
which have become a bigger and 
bigger part of college and pro 
basketball, to choose 36 at-large 
teams. They’ll have to weigh 
teams finishing strong against 
those that are fading, and they 
may have to give more consider-
ation to placing teams closer to 
home to prevent attendance de-
clines at second- and third-round 
sites.

All of this could force the com-
mittee to produce multiple brack-
ets before unveiling the final one 
on CBS.

“There have been a number 
of years where there have been 
four or five brackets active very 
late in the game, whether it be 
the SEC (tournament) champi-
onship or other reasons,” Well-
man said. “But the committee 
will be well prepared for any 
possibility (of upsets) late Sun-
day afternoon.”

Wellman is convinced that by 
the end of the weekend, the com-
mittee will come to a conclusion 
that fans will embrace.

“I think that’s good for col-
lege basketball that we have 
the parity that we do,” Wellman 
said. “It should produce, like I 
said, a great NCAA basketball 
tournament.” 

Parity: Tough decisions 
should mean great tourney

RICH SUGG, THE KANSAS CITY STAR/AP

Kansas center Joel Embiid, who will sit out the Big 12 Tournament 
because of a back injury, did join the team for a brief shoot-around 
Wednesday at the Sprint Center in Kansas City. His availability for 
the NCAA tournament will be one of the factors the NCAA selection 
committee weighs in determining the Jayhawks’ seeding.
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That was the only time of any 
sign Mathieu might have cracked, 
with a demanding first-year coach 
and his first foray into the rigor of 
Big Ten competition. Mathieu, a 
native of Knoxville, Tenn., played 
as a freshman at Morehead State 
in Kentucky. Then he switched to 
Central Arizona, a junior college, 
before joining the Gophers.

“It was tough. It was just like 
they said it’d be. Every game was 
a battle,” Mathieu said after the 
Gophers beat Penn State 81-63 on 
Sunday.

He noted that was Minnesota’s 
largest margin of victory in con-
ference play.

“And it took to the end of the 
season to get that. So it was ex-
actly what they told me it would 
be,” Mathieu said.

Minnesota (19-12, 8-10) played 
Penn State on Thursday in 
the first round of the Big Ten 
tournament.

With three transfers and one 
incoming freshman, the hold-
overs from previous coach Tubby 
Smith’s teams weren’t sure what 
to expect from the newcomers. 
But Mathieu, who is averaging 
11.9 points per game, second on 
the team to Andre Hollins, quick-
ly made quite the impression 

Friday, March 14, 2014

BY MICHAEL MAROT

The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — No. 8 
Michigan ended one champi-
onship drought by winning its 
first outright Big Ten crown last 
week.

Now the Wolverines will get 
a chance to end another title 
drought in the conference tour-
nament, which has been filled 
with some of the school’s most 
forgettable basketball moments 
— from Evan Turner’s 40-foot 
buzzer-beater for Ohio State to 
the embarrassment of having the 
1998 title stripped away because 
of NCAA sanctions.

Maybe this time, Michigan can 
put those images behind it for 
good.

“You’ve just got to go and get 
through those first games and re-
ally play well,” coach John Beilein 
said before leaving for Indianapo-
lis. “You’ve got to find ways to get 
lucky and got to find times to play 
hard and if you can, you’ll be sit-
ting there in the championship 
game.”

The Wolverines (23-7) are the 
favorite.

They have the conference’s 
player of the year, Nik Stauskas, 
and the media’s choice for coach 
of the year in Beilein. They have 
a five-game winning streak and 
15 wins in conference play. They 
have multiple NBA prospects and 
for the first time in school history, 
the defending national runner-
ups are seeded No. 1.

But Beilein also is well aware 
of what can go wrong in the 
postseason.

He led the Wolverines to semi-
final appearances in 2011 and 
2012, but they haven’t played for 
a title since or won more than one 
game in a single tourney since 
that ’98 championship run, which 
was later expunged.

Michigan’s march toward re-
demption begins Friday against 
either eighth-seeded Indiana (17-
14) or ninth-seeded Illinois (18-
13, who were to play Thursday. 

No. 12 Wisconsin (25-6), No. 
23 Michigan State (23-8) and Ne-
braska (19-11) — the second, third 
and fourth seeds — all earned 
byes into Friday’s quarterfinals.

Here are five things to look for 
this week in Indianapolis.

1 Play-in games: Most tour-
ney analysts believe six 
Big Ten teams will get 
NCAA tournament bids. A 

seventh could get in with a strong 
tourney run. The two teams with 
the most to gain or lose this week 
appear to be Minnesota and 
Nebraska.

2 Petteway’s push: Terran
Petteway had a breakout
season for the Cornhusk-
ers, averaging 18 points

and earning all-league honors. He 
also has Nebraska going into the
postseason as one of the league’s 
hottest teams with 10 wins in 12
games. The Nebraska women won
their first-ever conference tour-
nament title Sunday at Bankers 
Life Fieldhouse, which prompted
coach Connie Yori to declare that 
Nebraska is no longer just a foot-
ball school. Now the men’s team
has a chance to prove it.

3 Healthy Spartans: Michi-
gan State coach Tom
Izzo does his best work
in March and April and

there’s no place he’d rather be
than Indy. Here, Izzo has won a
tourney title, his lone national
championship and a regional
final that allowed the Spartans
to make a Final Four appearance
in suburban Detroit. Can he do it 
again? Perhaps. His team, once 
considered a national title con-
tender, is finally getting healthy.

4 The red Badgers: Wis-
consin regained its mojo 
during the second half of
the conference season and

is now moving full steam ahead 
into the postseason. How good
are these Badgers? They were
ranked in the top five in January 
and were one of the last unde-
feated teams in the nation. After 
a midseason slump, the Badgers 
are playing well again.

5 Home-state woes: Purdue
and Indiana have strug-
gled all season with con-
sistency. While some think

the two Indiana schools have an
inherent home-court advantage,
Purdue has only won one title
(2009) and the Hoosiers haven’t
won any — numbers that aren’t 
expected to change this year.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Michigan favored
to halt Big Ten
tourney drought

TONY DING/AP

Michigan’s Jordan Morgan holds 
up the Big Ten trophy after the 
Wolverines beat Indiana.

TONY DING/AP

Minnesota enters the Big Ten tournament needing a win or two to secure an NCAA tournament berth, 
and the fate of the Gophers will rest largely on the small shoulders of guard DeAndre Mathieu.

Mathieu helps carry Gophers
BY DAVE CAMPBELL

The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — As DeAn-
dre Mathieu performs, so go the 
Minnesota Golden Gophers.

That’s a lot of responsibil-
ity to fall on a player with such 
small shoulders, but there’s no 
one on the roster more likely to 
be unfazed by pressure than the 
speedy, elusive, fearless Mathieu.

“He’s 5-9, 160, but he believes 
he’s 6-8, 230,” coach Richard Pi-
tino said.

The junior point guard has 
emerged in his first season with 
the program as the truest indica-
tor of the team’s success, or fail-
ure. Such an impact is certainly 
normal for a player who handles 
the ball so often, but Mathieu was 
largely unknown when he trans-
ferred to the program last year.

Mathieu has struggled at times, 
including nine turnovers in a loss 
at Nebraska in January and seven 
more in defeat at Purdue in Feb-
ruary. But he’s also played well in 
big games. During Minnesota’s 
three best victories this season, 
against Ohio State, Wisconsin and 
Iowa, Mathieu totaled 50 points, 
15 assists, 12 rebounds and only 
five turnovers. He shot a com-
bined 20-for-32 from the field.

Pitino has been telling him all 
season how important him pro-
tecting the ball while still playing 
aggressively is for the Gophers, 
and even teammates like senior 
Austin Hollins have echoed the 
advice.

“We’ve got a good enough rela-
tionship where I said to him ... ‘Am 
I being too tough on you? Am I get-
ting to you?’ ” Pitino said. “And he 
said, ‘Yes.’ So I backed off a little.”

with his waterbug-like moves to 
the basket, leadership of the fast 
break and remarkably accurate 
floating mid-range jump shot.

Hollins is most appreciative of 
Mathieu’s ability to drive to the 
lane, which when the offense is 
working well opens up more out-
side shots for the other guards.

“That’s not a skill that a lot of 
people have. He also finishes 
well,” Hollins said.

When the Gophers first started 
to struggle in late January, oppo-
nents were succeeding at forcing 
Mathieu into costly turnovers by 
trapping him in the backcourt 
well behind the three-point line. 
After sputtering through some 
of those games, Mathieu spoke 
bluntly about his deficiency and 
has since better determined how 
to avoid that.

When all else fails, of course, 
there’s always that 15-foot floater 
that he swishes with regularity. 
He learned that from one of his 
youth coaches, years ago.

“I was always smaller than ev-
erybody else. I really got a lot bet-
ter at it. It’s starting to get a little 
easier because I’m getting taller,” 
he said, laughing.

Further growth is unlikely, at 
least in height. If Mathieu con-
tinues to develop during tourna-
ment time this week, maybe the 
Gophers will get to the NCAA 
tournament.

“If you’d told me at the begin-
ning of the season we could maybe 
win a game or two, be in the 
NCAA tournament with returning 
48 percent of our scoring, a lot of 
brand new guys, a lot of guys who 
have never played in these type of 
situations,” Pitino said, “I’d say, 
‘Where do I sign up?’ ”

‘ He’s 5-9, 160,
but he believes he’s 
6-8, 230. ’

Richard Pitino
Minnesota basketball coach
on guard DeAndre Mathieu 
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faces complex choices
determining NCAA field
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accounts

 BY MICHAEL MAROT

The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS

Ron Wellman will spend his weekend watching college 
basketball games, crunching numbers and evaluating 
inside information at an Indianapolis hotel.

To college basketball fans, it’s a dream world.
The reality is that for Wellman and the other nine members on 

the NCAA tournament selection committee, this will be a long, 
stressful weekend with tougher questions and debate than any-
body would have expected back in November.

“This year is unlike any of the five years that I have seen,” 
said Wellman, the committee chairman. “There is an awful lot 
of parity and balance in the game, which will make it more chal-
lenging for the committee, but should produce a really exciting 
tournament.”

It’s never easy getting this 68-team tournament bracket right, 
but this year’s field is rife with questions from top to bottom.

Five teams have been ranked No. 1 this season, but No. 2 Wich-
ita State, the Missouri Valley Conference champion, is the first 
team in 23 years to enter the tourney with a perfect record.

Syracuse was unbeaten until a month ago but has now lost four 
of its last six.

Kansas, the Big 12 regular-season champion, is trying to show 
the committee it still deserves a No. 1 seed even though star 
center Joel Embiid is expected to miss the conference tourney 
and the first weekend of NCAA play with an injured back. The 
Jayhawks are 1-1 since Embiid went down, and Wellman and his 
committee will spend part of this weekend getting updates be-
fore emerging Sunday evening with the bracket.
SEE PARITY ON PAGE 62
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